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Colonel of the Regiment’s Foreword
I was, like all of you, delighted to see the Regiment return from
Afghanistan after such a successful operational tour, and in
such excellent shape. Whether deployed to Musa Qa’leh or
Garmsir, or remaining in Germany supporting the home front,
I know that everybody in the serving Regiment played a critical role in the deployment, and in the improvements QDG
brought to the people of Afghanistan. The opportunity to
present medals to those who served on Op HERRICK 9 was
a pleasure and a privilege, and I enjoyed seeing the Regiment
at home in Dempsey Barracks, full of the confidence that a
successful tour brings. In all of this we must not forget the
loss of our gallant comrades, Corporal Dean John and Corporal Graeme Stiff, and those injured in the course of their
duty. I pay tribute to their dedication and sacrifice.
The momentum of the return from Afghanistan did not stop with
the Regiment’s return to Paderborn. The series of parades in
Swansea, Hereford, Wrexham and Chester did much to reinforce the Regiment’s presence and standing in its recruiting
area, and provided a tremendous prelude to the 50th Anniversary Parade in Cardiff. This was a huge occasion, and I was
glad to see so many of both the serving Regiment and former
members turning up to lend their support. The people of Cardiff
came out in droves to see the Regiment exercise its Freedom to
march through the streets. The weather was kind, and the Castle provided a magnificent setting for what turned out to be a really enjoyable day, and a very fitting way to celebrate 50 years of
QDG. My thanks go to all who had a part in organising the
event, and our Colonel-in-Chief, HRH Prince Charles, could not
have been more complimentary about the whole occasion.
Back in Germany, after a well-deserved summer break, the
Regiment has resumed its busy schedule. Much of this has
focussed around recuperating the Regiment after a hectic
eighteen-month period, and on ensuring that it is ready for the

next challenge. The Regiment is brimming with new
officers and soldiers, and
we are at last filling the
ranks to establishment.
Large numbers have undertaken career courses,
not only to benefit their
own development but also
to ensure that the Regiment has the right skills
into the future. Much effort
has also gone into ensuring
that the Regiment’s Equipment Care and administrative procedures are up to
the mark, as these too are
an essential prerequisite for
future collective training
and deployments.
And
through all this the Regiment has maintained a good sporting profile with the Rugby
Team reaching the finals in the BA(G) Cup, and winter sports
being well supported, not least by my own ‘operational deployment’ to Verbier in January.
2009 has been a year of operational deployment and recovery,
celebration and some sadness, and one of setting the foundations for the Regiment’s next task. Already there is a focus
on the Regiment’s deployment to Afghanistan in Autumn
2011. I hope you will enjoy reading about the Regiment’s
manifold achievements and activities in 2009, and will join me
is wishing all QDGs, serving and retired, at Regimental duty
or ERE, the very best for 2010.

CO’s Foreword
Since its return from Afghanistan in April 2009, the Regiment’s
focus has been on post operational recuperation. This has
been an opportunity for everyone to enjoy some well earned
leave and to recharge the batteries after a gruelling year and
before we re-enter the build-up training for our next
deployment.

help our wounded who still
continue to recover from
their injuries sustained in
the service of the nation.
Their stoic determination
continues to inspire us all.

You will see, however, from this edition of the journal that we
have not exactly been taking it easy! We have crammed in a
remarkable amount of varied activities in 2009, which is exactly what I believe a post-operational recovery period needs.
Soldiers have always been the same, if left to their own devices they will get bored, broke or in trouble! Moreover, the recuperation period is about the best time there is in our cycle
to send people off to do fun stuff with the minimum impact on
vital collective training. Thus you will read about sporting
achievement and adventurous training alongside basic Formation Reconnaissance training – all designed to deliver ‘the
offer’ that attracts adventurous young men to the Queen’s
Dragoon Guards. You will also note the considerable amount
of ceremonial events – medal, homecoming and freedom parades in Germany and across Wales and the Marches have
given our soldiers the recognition they deserve, helped make
them feel valued and reinforced esprit de corps. Importantly
also, this period has given us a chance to catch up on soldiers’ trade training and to get on top of our basic in-camp
administration. Throughout, we have done what we can to

The highlight of the year
was undoubtedly the 50th
Anniversary at Cardiff Castle and it was wonderful to
be joined by so many of the
Regimental Comrades’ Association, families and
friends as well as those
serving at Extra Regimental
Employment. It was a worthy event that closed an
important chapter in the
Regiment’s history – its first
fifty years. Over those fifty
years we have established an outstanding reputation and unrivalled operational pedigree and I believe we enter our second
fifty years in fine form. Yes, we are certainly a smaller regiment but we are battle hardened, fully manned and hungry for
the next challenge.
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Honours and Awards
RANK

NAME AND INITIALS

AWARD

Lt Col

AS Richmond

OBE

Capt

J Carroll

MiD

Cfn

M Banks

MID

SSgt

NJ Westwood

COMBRITFOR Commendation

Sgt

Eggleton

COMBRITFOR Commendation

Sgt

Defaweux

COMBRITFOR Commendation

Cpl

D Rouse

COMBRITFOR Commendation

Cpl

I Jurczenko

COMBRITFOR Commendation

Cpl

Cunningham RDG

COMBRITFOR Commendation

Cpl

DC McDonald

COMBRITFOR Commendation

Tpr

WM Defaweux

COMBRITFOR Commendation

Diary of Events 2008
March
23 Mar

C Sqn returns from Op HERRICK 9

BGHQ and HQ Sqn return from Op
HERRICK 9

May
5 May
5–15 May

POTL
Cavalry Memorial dinner
Cavalry Memorial parade

June

April
21 Apr

7 May – 8 Jun
8 May
9 May

A Sqn return from Op HERRICK 9
Ex DRAGON’S MARCH

10 Jun
10–15 Jun
13 Jun
15 Jun
15–26 Jun
15–28 Jun
15–28 Jun
26–29 Jun
29 Jun – 3 Jul
30 Jun

Waterloo Dinner
Ex EAGLE’S SOAR
Op HERRICK 9 Medal Parade
B Sqn reactivated
Ex EAGLE’S WIND
Ex CHAMONIX EAGLE
Surﬁng course in Newquay
Regimental long weekend
160 Bde Look at life course
Visit to Houses of Parliament
Gen Mayall presents Cpl
Veasey with his Afghan
Medal
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Sgt Davies 119

QDG RFC v Aberdare RFC

July

August

3 Jul
7 Jul
10 Jul
11 Jul
11 Jul

24 Aug – 15 Sep Support to US MRX in Hohnefeldt

3 Cdo Bde service of thanksgiving
Homecoming reception by Paderborn Stadt
Swansea Dinner
Homecoming Parade in Swansea.
Conferral of the Freedom of the City and
County of Swansea.
14 Jul
Homecoming Parade in Hereford
16 Jul
Homecoming Parade in Wrexham
17 Jul
Presentation of BLESMA cheque to the
Duke of Westminster
18 Jul
Homecoming Parade in Chester
19–26 Jul
Inter-Services cross-channel relay
19–26 Jul
Nijmegen March
24 Jul
CO visit to Nijmegen March
29 Jul
Regimental 1st XV v Aberdare RFC
30 Jul
Service of remembrance
and thanksgiving in
Llanduff Cathedral
31 Jul
50th Anniversary
celebrations in Cardiff
Castle
31 Aug – 2 Sep Summer leave

September
7–11 Sep
A, B and C Sqns at CATT
16 Sep – 2 Oct Support to RMLY Summer Camp in
Grafenwoer
17 Sep
Freedom of Paderborn Parade
24–25 Sep
Visit of DRAC
28 Sep – 2 Oct Spurs course at Paderborn Equestrian
Centre
29 Sep
Visit of Comd 20 Armd Bde

QDG 50th Anniversary,
Cardiff
Freedom of Paderborn Parade
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Visit of Brig Gen Bracken

Cambrian Patrol

RCA Weekend

Remembrance Service – Tpr Fisher

It’s how many kilometres?

Mind if I borrow this for the weekend?
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October
5–9 Oct
9–11 Oct
10 Oct
12–16 Oct
13 Oct

Regimental small-arms range period
RCA Weekend
1st XV v QRH (Dempsey Bks)
Cambrian Patrol team training at Stapel
Visit of Comd 20 Armd Bde and Comd 21
Armd Bde
15 Oct
Visit of Comd ARMCEN
19–23 Oct
Regimental Board of Ofﬁcers
19–23 Oct
Cambrian patrol team training at
Fremington
23 Oct
1st XV v 28 Engr Regt (Dempsey Bks)
23 Oct – 2 Nov Leave
26–29 Oct
Cambrian patrol
31 Oct
Wales Festival of Remembrance

November
6 Nov
8 Nov

1st XV v 35 Engr Regt (Barker Bks)
20 Bde Remembrance Parade
Despite his age, Mr Dunne could still shift

9–13 Nov
11 Nov
16 Nov
18–27 Nov
26 Nov
27 Nov
28 Nov
30 Nov

Initial Gunners’ live ﬁring period (STA)
Regimental Remembrance Service
RBL Fun-Run
A, B and C Sqns low-level training at Stapel
CO Visit to Hedley Court
1st XV v 4 SCOTS
Winter sports teams depart
Regimental Council meeting

December
2–5 Dec
7–9 Dec
9 Dec
9 Dec
9 Dec
10 Dec
11 Dec – 6 Jan
Regimental Aerobics...what have we come to?

So hang on…the skis go on your feet?

CO’s inspections of A, B, C and HQ Sqns
RAC MCM Div visit
1st XV v SCOTS DG (BA(G) Cup Final)
Visit of GOC 1(UK) Armd Div
Soldiers’ Christmas lunch
Regimental Carol Service
Leave
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Maj Waggett saluting in his own time

Medals Parade
The week culminating in Saturday the 13 Jun proved busier
and the most and somewhat taxing on the candle which many
found to be burning not only at both ends but also somewhere
in the middle. Waterloo, never a sober affair, on the Wednesday followed, for some, by supper with the Colonel of the Regiment on Friday and then into the day of the Medal Parade.
Through all of this, the RSM’s bark could be heard as the Regiment refined its drill in preparation for the big day.

Regiment). And then parties and festivities went on into the
night across camp.
JWMcC

A clear, blue sky greeted the marchers as they formed up outside the Families Office and proceeded onto the Parade
Square. The QRH had kindly lent us four Scimitars to flank the
corners which made up for our own paucity of vehicles and
showed the gathered crowds of wives, girlfriends and children
that QDG is about more than marching. But march we did,
and smartly. The Colonel of the Regiment, accompanied by
the CO and 2ic, handed out medals to each of those who had
served, including some who had been injured and had made
the effort to break free from Headly Court for the occasion.
After the Parade, the fun started. The Catering Department
laid on a barbecue, warmly received by the gathered crowds.
A display of bouncy castles and slides provided entertainment
for the children (and some of the younger members of the

Cpl Jerczenko

LCpl Sloane

WO2 Herbert
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QDG 50th/Homecoming Marching Season
Having returned from HERRICK 9 for an operation, I was expecting a bout of rehab followed by a trip back to Garmsir to
continue as Battlegroup Logistics Officer. You can imagine my
surprised when the CO asked me to stay back and put together a “few” homecoming parades within our recruiting area
and take on the Regimental lead for the 50th Anniversary Celebrations. All I saw was the Poison Chalice before my eyes;
damned if you do and damned if you don’t and the fear of upsetting not one but potentially many. Following various e mails
to Afghanistan and letters from the local Councils, the parade
order started to take shape. The only thing missing at this
stage was the G4 team who would be key to the overall success of each and every stage of the parades.
28 January was the initial 50th Strategy Meeting with the key
personalities represented and chaired by the Colonel of the
Regiment. The initial scoping for the parades and 50th started
and looked somewhat vague at this stage with various Councils still to respond to the CO’s many letters. Within the next 3
weeks the numerous Councils were consulted and responded
with the programme taking shape. The format would be:
• 10 July – Lord Mayor of Swansea Dinner
• 11 July – Freedom of Swansea
• 14 July – Homecoming parade Hereford
• 15 July – Shrewsbury Cancelled
• 16 July – Homecoming parade Wrexham
• 17 July – Visit Duke of Westminster’s’ Estate
• 18 July – Homecoming parade Chester
• 30 July – Memorial Service Llandaff Cathedral
• 31 July – 50th Anniversary Parade Cardiff
It was also at this stage the “good ideas club” started with numerous suggestions that could only be described as “not
helpful” and too many to list. That said, the one that stood

out and was quickly seized upon was the Regimental Medallion. The Royal Mint was consulted and also liked the idea of
a project with the Regiment; the first by any Military unit that
has since started many other units enquiring about similar
projects. More on the Medallion later.
The next key meeting for the 50th took place in Cardiff Castle
24 March with all the major stakeholders represented. It was
at this stage we first met one individual who would play a
major part in the overall success of the 50th; Kevin Burt the
Castle manager, whose role cannot be quantified. He is owed
a great deal of thanks for his fantastic support and perseverance throughout. The meeting went well with the Colonel of
the Regiment issuing clear direction. The ground rules were
laid and the detailed planning would start between the Regiment and HHQ, with Lt Col (Retd) Basher Brace being the lead
from HHQ.
At this stage Cardiff seemed a long way off with the immediate
crocodile being the Freedom of Swansea and the other parades. After many failed attempt to meet various councils; who
only seem to work 6 weeks out from key events, contact was
finally made with Swansea. The initial meeting was chaired by
the Chief Executive who exercised mission command and
passed on the responsibility to Jo-anne Cutler from the Lord
Mayors office. Jo-anne gathered her team and the initial meeting was very clear, the Regiment can do very much what we
liked. The format was set and dates amended to coincide with
the 40th Anniversary of Swansea being conferred with City status. A formal dinner with the Lord Mayor for a meet and greet
was also offered, and quickly accepted that would see key personalities attending with 2 of Swansea’s finest son’s; SSgt Rob
Mansell and Sgt Butch Davies also attending. It was surprising
to hear the Lord Mayor talk so warmly of the Regiment as
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though he had known us for many years; only to find
out that he is uncle to one Sgt Dai O’Connor.
Following the successful meeting in Swansea you
would expect each council to operate in a
similar fashion and be as pro-active; only to
prove me wrong. The next 2 months felt like
having teeth removed without anaesthetic, although the individuals were all very willing,
the bureaucracy was too much to handle.

It would be very naive to think that each City or
Town would operate in the same way; take Hereford for example. The City has two councils!
Imagine the confusion when you attend the
wrong meeting but no-one notices until the end
when I summarised the meeting! It was then
very clear that the aim would be to lay the plan
out for each council, gain their buy-in and proceed with the military always taking the lead. You
will not be surprised to hear that each council
went along with this, making the planning so much
easier, even when you try to communicate with 2
councils who don’t speak to each other. Eventually the correct Hereford meeting went well and
the point of contact was Vicky Harris the PA
to the Chairman of the Herefordshire
Council; not the City Council. Following
this progress and direction Shrewsbury
was to be the next location however, due
to council restructuring and boundary
changes, it was decided to pull Shrewsbury from the marching programme until early in 2010.
Wrexham were very pro-active in their approach to the planning having had numerous parades by the Royal Welsh

Swansea Parade

Fusiliers/Royal Welsh. Peter Mullen was the point of contact
within Wrexham council and maintained an excellent link for
the plan, allowing the Regiment to take the lead. The only
stumbling block for Wrexham was the use of weapons and
vehicles that was objected to by a local league of do-gooders!
Chester was very similar to Wrexham, allowing the Regiment
to take the lead with Lesley Falshaw the Mayor’s protocol officer as the main point of contact. The initial plan for Chester
would have seen the Regiment march through the City as part
of the Lord Mayor’s parade so planning was simple, right up
to the point the Lord Mayor’s parade was cancelled due to financial constraints. The council however pulled a blinder, inviting the Regiment to continue to march through the City for a
stand-alone parade. When asked if we had a senior officer to
take the salute, it was clear the Colonel of the Regiment had
a prior engagement with his new post so we started to look
around for one. As luck would have it, the Duke of Westminster lived in the area and the connection with his former Adjutant (the CO) was made. This included a very enjoyable visit to
the Duke’s Estate for a presentation of a BLESMA cheque and
a tour around his private museum.
With the Regiment returning from HERRICK and having taken
their well earned rest and recuperation the initial meetings
were held in Dempsey Barracks, issuing direction and planning timelines for the department heads to ensure the detail
for accommodation, clothing, equipment and movement was
issued. It should be pointed out that for any major Regimental event to take place, the same faces (by appointment) are
always present and were utterly reliable at every stage.

The Cavalry and Guards Club
127 Piccadilly
London W1J 7PX
      
Edwardian buildings in London with stunning views
of Green Park that is ideal for:
Weddings • Receptions
Dinner Parties • Business Meetings • Lunches

For further details and information please contact our
Banqueting Co-ordinator on:
Telephone: 020 7659 0905 Fax: 0207 659 0909
www.cavguards.co.uk

As time moved on the team attended several more recces to
UK with the main effort slowly switching to Cardiff, as the parade planning was finalised. It was at this stage, with 2 weeks
to go until Swansea that the size and scale of the whole event
dawned on the team. Arguably the biggest event since amalgamation with the 50th Anniversary, Freedom Parade and 4
Homecoming parades.
The template for the Medallion was also finalised, which included the blister pack with photos and Regimental history for
future sale in the Regimental Museum. The Medallion has the
Cardiff Castle Keep on the reverse and the Regimental Cap
Badge on the obverse side.
The Regiment moved across to UK by coach on 9 July in
preparation for the Swansea freedom parade and were accommodated in Castlemartin, where the weather was very
predictable for Wales – rain. This parade was a dress rehearsal
for Cardiff with a mix of Reds, Blues and Desert Combats with
the divisions carrying weapons. The first parade was now
upon us with the weather just holding off. The Conferring Cer-
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emony took place in the Guildhall before the inspection on the
Rotunda and the march through the City with Standard Flying
and Bayonets fixed. The Regiment looked immaculate for the
inspection and Swansea were well turned out in the City Centre 5-6 deep showing their support that was well received. On
completion of the march the Regiment and local families attended a reception in the Guildhall that set the tone and standard for the remainder of the parades.
The following day the Regiment packed up in Castlemartin
with several hangovers and one or two still wandering and
moved on to Donnington where they would remain until after
the Chester parade.
The next parade would see the Regiment march through Hereford City Centre in Desert Combats on the 14 July with A
Company 1 RIFLES who were part of the Battlegroup on HERRICK 9. We were fortunate enough to have the support of the
TA Centre in Hereford where the Regiment formed up and
started the march onto the Castle Green for the inspection by
the Mayor of Hereford City and the Chairman of Herefordshire
council. Once again there was excellent support in the centre
of town with the recruiting team taking centre stage in the
pedestrian precinct. There was also a good turnout from
members of the regimental Comrades Association. I would
like to take this opportunity to thank Andrew Eames the Chapter Clerk of Hereford Cathedral who kindly cleared the route
for the parade and CVR(T) to march through the Cathedral
grounds. The City Council then laid on a Reception in the
Guildhall where the CO and Mayor presented the HERRICK
medal to LCpl Sterling Brown RMLY who sustained a non-battle injury during the tour. The parade and the local medal presentation were well covered by the local press. The Regiment
were quickly finding their rhythm and the drill was slick and
sharp; all good practice for Cardiff.
And so we moved on to Wrexham. You’ll not be surprised to
know the format was becoming standard with the Regiment
parading for the inspection on Llwyn Isaf, outside the Guildhall. With everyone dressed in Desert Combats, the only real
change to the other parades was the lack of weapons and vehicles for the recruiting team, due to a small group who objected to us carrying weapons; don’t they know that’s what
the Army does! Following the parade through a well turned out
town centre, the Regiment had a small trek back to Hightown
Barracks where the administration would take place. The Regiment then attended a split reception in Hightown Barracks

Presentation of the BLESMA Cheque to the Duke of Westminster

and the Guildhall. The Mayor was very accommodating and
spoke warmly of the connection with the Regiment that he
wants to maintain.
With hangovers in check, we moved on to Chester where we
saw a very large turnout in the City Centre on a Saturday. We
were also fortunate enough to have the use of the Mercian
Regiments Museum for our administration and second reception. The Regiment again paraded in Desert Combats and finished with a Lord Mayors Reception in the Guildhall. This was
the last parade before the main event in Cardiff and would see
the Regiment clear up in Donnington and move back to Germany for a break and spend some time with families.
There are far too many individuals from councils, police forces,
TA units, Hereford Cathedral etc.... to mention by name who
have supported the organisation and administration for all
these parades. Rest assured, the key individuals have been
personally thanked by the Commanding Officer and the remainder have been thanked by the team as we have dealt with
them.
This has been a full dress rehearsal for the main event in
Cardiff that will follow in separate notes but before closing the
book on the Freedom and Homecoming parades, I would like
to publicly thank the G4 team for their attention to detail, perseverance and continued support.
JKS
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50th
Anniversary
Parade
Low cloud drifting over Cardiff heralded the morn of the 50th
Anniversary Celebrations. The previous day’s rehearsals had
been conducted in pouring rain and the forecast did not look
good. However, the timetable was set and the weather could
hardly interfere with the detailed planning that had gone in to
the day; it was now just a question of making sure that everything ran smoothly.
Breakfast, draw weapons, get on the buses. The SSMs cut
about encouraging, prodding and pushing to get the divisions
formed up outside the Western gate at the appointed hour.
The scene in the Castle was set for the big day. The marquee
on the north side would be the focus of all the social activities.

Along the central path there was a display of armoured vehicles, all of which had been used by QDG during its 50-year
history. And, in front of the main Castle buildings, was the parade ground and saluting dais, empty but expectant.
At the appointed hour the band struck up and the divisions
marched on; two in blues at the front and two in desert combats at the rear with the Quarter Guard adding a hint of red
and gold at the very front. Contrary to expectation, the
weather had cleared and the sun shone down on the Castle
Green. Then the Royal car arrived and the Colonel-in-Chief
stepped forth to be greeted by the Colonel of the Regiment
and the Mayor of Cardiff. A Royal Salute as he mounted the
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dais and then the inspection and a few short words from the
Colonel-in-Chief.
Leave was requested to march off and the divisions moved
out of the Front Gate and into the streets of Cardiff where a
large crowd had gathered. With drums beating, arms displayed, heads high and chests out, the Regiment marched
through the City to the applause of the gathered crowds. Following the marchers were some of the vehicles; Scimitars, a
Mastiff, a Jackal and even a Centurion Tank; all to show what
QDG has been and still is about. Back down Castle Street
they marched, eyes-right to the saluting dais and then off the
Parade.

13

With the more formal aspects complete, lunch and the early
afternoon provided an opportunity to relax and enjoy the afternoon. The Colonel-in-Chief walked amongst the crowds
and talked to as many soldiers, former soldiers and family
members as time would allow. The formal part of the day
ended in the middle of the afternoon.
Later that night the Regiment gathered again in the Castle,
this time for supper. The weather had finally closed in and a
fair downpour greeted those entering the gates, but there was
no dampening of the QDG spirit. An enjoyable evening
rounded off a very successful day and an opportunity to renew
friendships with many of the retired soldiers who had made
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the effort to come. There is no doubt that the success of the
50th Parade, as well as the homecoming marches, was very
much thanks to the hard work of the QM’s Department. Their
thoughts and feelings are outlined below.
JW McC

50th Parade – QM Department
After a well deserved post tour leave it was time for the fighting G4 to spring into action and focus on the up and coming
parades, a majority of work was done by WO2 Kelvin Thomas
while the Regiment were deployed on Op Herrick 9 he worked
tirelessly on the parades, it is said that he worked so hard he
gave himself a severe nose bleed, on a nose that size it meant
only one thing, a spell in hospital for a few weeks.
It was decided that to confirm what had been done we had to
go on a recce to see it for ourselves and to confirm all the hard
work that had already been achieved, flights were booked

Cpl Dodd with his blinkers on

hired cars were waiting and off we went all around Wales and
the Border Counties finalising all the parades, this was dangerous in its self as the QM (Capt Coles) Driving was atrocious
and the RQ at times had to take over for the safety of others
(editors note: Capt Coles is now the MTO). The Recce went
well but we realised what a task we had in hand over the coming weeks.
The QMs as many know are often first in and last out so deployed earlier than the Regiment so we can make their beds
and fluff up their pillows, to that end the G4 team left for the UK
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2 days before the main body to sunny Castlemartin. The Regiment arrived some two days later about 2230 hrs, of course
they were met with food and what else would you feed them on
in Castlemartin but range stew. The Parade in Swansea went
well, it was now time to move location to Nesscliff and Donnington the majority of the Regiment accommodated in Donnington with the G4 team taking the hit being accommodated
in Nesscliff with 4 star digs in pre war Nissan huts? We then
stayed in these locations for the remainder of the parades in
Wrexham, Hereford and Chester which all went well.
The Regiment took a small break back in Germany to prepare
for the QDG 50th parade. At this point the G4 teams worked
like a Tele communication clerks, bookings were getting confirmed, kit was arriving in Cardiff, trucks were getting
repacked, No 1 dress getting sized the list goes on Oh!! And
of course loads of “one two three one” drill on the square.
Before we knew it we were on our way back to Cardiff this
time and the Dolls House in Maindy Barracks was home. Hav-

15
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Mastiff

2Lt Rommel finally moves into Cardiff

Tpr Jones 068 and LCpl Thomas 512

Zero, this is two-zero; what does this thing do again?

Small head; normal sized cake.
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Please, Sir, May I have some more?
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Now give it back!

ing taken over camp we prepared to squeeze the Regiment in
on their arrival but had time for refreshments in the Heath!!
Just when we thought we had seen it all after a long day waiting for the coaches Capt Morrissey bought a round, perhaps
it was divine intervention!
It was now time to go down to the Castle to see what has
been done we meet with the events co-ord Suzanna or was it
Capts Morrissey and Coles mmmmmm! Anyway the meet
went well a few words of advice were passed and things got
on their way. One of the first things she said to us was under
no circumstances are you to churn up the grass in the castle,
well the look on Capt Coles face as he said what are suppose
to do levitate? Trucks, fire engines forklifts you name it came
to the event of the year! What could we do the vehicles had to
enter as four people can only carry so much?

Traverse left, steady, on! Massive head in the open

With days to push there was loads to do and to be honest timings were tight so was Maj Smiths wallet!!! As two days before
the event we realised that issuing all with an umbrella would
not stand as the rain was on its way? It was discussed and decided that we needed more Marquees to make it a successful night, the tents were booked the companies arrived and
within a flash two large Marquees were erected the place was
looking sharp!
The night before was a late one as the final touches had to be
made, the RMLY arrived that day big relief to the G4 team as
it was only then realised that we could relax and enjoy the
night, a big thank you to them. The rest you all know the Parade was a success and all went on leave well not everyone as
the G4 conducted OP clean up!!! The clean up took a couple
of days and I think we left the place in good order, well after
we planted the grass seed!!
IC

The recruiting age rises again
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A Squadron
celebrations. This served as the last time
that the Squadron would be together as
its former self and marked a good end to
what had been an intensive period.

A Squadron is now firmly settled back in
Dempsey Barracks and the memories of
HERRICK 9 are fast disappearing into
the past. Personalities have left or
moved on, to be replaced with more
personalities. The punishing tempo of
preparing for and deploying on operations has been replaced with just as high
a tempo re-orbatting, attending courses,
playing sport and going back to the basics in military training, not to mention all
the other aspects of true regimental life
that have kept the squadron occupied,
both in Wales and Germany.
As soon as the squadron was safely
home from Afghanistan the wind-down
process from operations took over with
decompression and leave before the 50th
anniversary of the Regiment became the
focus of attention. The marching season
saw A Squadron taking its place marching through Swansea, Hereford, Wrexham, Chester and culminating finally with
a bang in Cardiff as part of end of tour

Once the parties and summer leave
were over changes the new look
squadron took place. A new squadron
leader, SSM and SQMS, not to mention
the rebalancing of manning across the
regiment saw A Squadron re-shape itself
into a sub-unit unrecognisable form its
former self. Sabre troops were re-built
and the squadron rose like a phoenix
from the ashes as a refreshed team.
Since the 2009 reformation however, the
squadron has not been able to form up
as a complete body of men yet.
Courses and other exciting opportunities have resulted in most people being
sent away to better themselves and their
prospects before more conventional
training returned to the fore. The focus
now was on the more traditional formation reconnaissance roles and getting
soldiers and officers away on much
needed career courses. A couple of
days on the Combines Arms Tactical
Trainer (CATT) and very low level training
on Stapel Training Area was just enough
to ensure that our core skills as FR soldiers were not forgotten. It even gave
the Troop Leaders a chance to remember what a troop looked like as well as
attempt to command them before they
to were spread to the four winds.
It was clear that from the start that this
training was very important. Many of the
skills and drills learnt as RAC soldiers had
been forgotten purely because of the intensity of the training for Herrick and the
demands that preparations and deploy-

ment on operations make on everybody.
This was an opportunity for a squadron
to return to its traditional role and practice the skills and drills that nowadays are
not so easy to take for granted.
As soon as the squadron returned from
leave and the Afghanistan chapter was
over, it was not long before the inevitable
mandatory RAC training had to be carried out. Preparation and selection for
career courses, the inevitable catch up
that had to be done with junior courses
at Bovington as well as the traditional
and mandatory gunnery training had to
be conducted. Not only were these
good opportunities for the soldiers to
get themselves back on track with career progression, but they became focus
points as the regiment got onto the
swing of the recuperation phase.
The first B3 gunnery camp to take place
since the return of the Regiment form
Herrick brought with it the inevitable
mixture of excitement and focus. For
the older hands it was a return to reversionary mode sorting out the vehicles,
preparing them for firing and making
sure the range tent was not too far away.
The whole package went smoothly, despite changeable weather and temperamental equipment, but the support form
3 CS Battalion REME, not to mention the
sterling work carried out by the SQMS,
SSgt Davies 527 amongst others resulted in a very successful live firing
package that provided a valuable opportunity for troop leaders to crew command and the junior soldiers to
experience a traditional aspect of regimental life that is fast shrinking.
The low level training was enjoyable,
troop leaders and sergeants were able

Freedom of Paderborn Parade
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fying got the BA(G) team and possibly
higher. Tpr Priddle has had very successful summer on the Mohnesee instructing sailing to anyone who trusts
him, and winning the odd regatta as
well and now that Sgt Annanins is back
with the squadron there is even a
chance that there will be a squadron, if
not regimental rock band.

A Sqn at Colditz

to instruct; JNCOs were given the opportunity to lead and everybody was out
of camp and got some fresh air. Basic
skills such as driving, movement, communications and tactics improved visibly. Our time on Stapel was made more
interesting with the provision two Leopard 2A6 from No 2 Company, 203
Panzer Battalion based in Augustdorf.
Designed to add spice to the training,
the troops were stalked and contacted
by the Leopards in the dead of night in
the final phase of the squadron’s training on the ground. The enhanced thermal capability and main armament
simulators owned by our Bundeswehr
colleagues did much to provide some
realism and raise the tempo, encouraging callsigns to refine their sighting and
contact drills. This was of particular use
to Sgt Annanins, who after several close
scrapes with the Germans, was forced
to “re-position” with the Leopards snapping very closely at his heels. Many
members of the squadron now have a
very good idea of the effect a well drilled
and prepared enemy in armour can
place on a plan as well as having had
the chance to literally stare down the
barrel of a gun whilst sitting in OPs. To
the men of No 2 Company, we are very
grateful. Sadly Lieutenant Jackson
slept through the whole ordeal.

Outside normal military training, A Sqn
sent a party down to the famous Schloss
Colditz and Dresden, under the watchful
eye of Captain Beaver. Many of the
younger members of the squadron had
not heard of the famous POW camp or
of the devastation caused by the RAF on
Dresden itself during World War 2. The
Schloss itself has now been converted
form a mental hospital to a museum and
youth hostel, which, at the time of visiting
was empty, giving the soldiers plenty of
opportunity to explore.
Several members of the squadron were
able to get away freefalling and basic
parachuting, either up at Bad Lippspringe or on expedition to Netheravon.
Tpr Griffiths, who arrived at the regiment
only in September of this year, has managed to qualify as a novice Nordic skier
never having worn skis before, competing up to combined services level, apparently without any effort required and
appalling technique. Hot on his heels
were Tprs Mitchell and Speed from A
Sqn, you can read all about their exploits in the Nordic report. On the rugby
pitch SQMS Davies 527 can still be
seen playing, although he is a little
slower now. Tprs Hale and Bobo and
LCpls Roberts 089 and Davies Chunk
type are doing a tremendous job quali-

And now to the future. As soon as Herrick 9 has been pushed to the past, Herrick 15 has started to influence the
shape of the squadron already. We
have been fortunate to get many of our
JNCOs away on vital career courses
and the squadron will be ready to concentrate on dismounted and theatre
specific training from spring onwards.
Sadly A Squadron will not be one of the
mainstream squadrons for Herrick 15, it
is not our turn this time. But we know
that many of us will go to HQ, B and C
squadrons and enhance what is already
there.
As this goes to print WO2 Wilcox and Lt
Ruggles-Brise are packing their bags to
head off to BATUS to provide Red Top
cover for exercising formations and
units, to include QDG. Captain Beaver
is in Somaliland training policemen, he
has been replaced by Captain Felicity
Bryson, known as Bob (short for Kate)
on secondment form the AGS (ALS).
Never before have the boys had free
legal advice on tap! SQMS Davies is in
Kandahar running the RSOI package for
4 Brigade, apparently it will not get him
a rosette for his Afghan medal though
and Trooper Griffiths will hopefully training with the GB Youth Development
Squad Nordic Team.
And what of the immediate future! The
Squadron will most likely move to shape
that will be a shadow of its former self,
such is the tempo and requirements of
the army to day. But be assured the
spirit is still very much alive and it will
not take long for A Squadron to reform
and take its place in the regimental
ORBAT, in preparation for the many varied challenges that will lie ahead.
AARH-M

Low-level training – November 2009
Plagued by mechanical difficulties and
the “black art” of James Administration,
A Squadron true to form, and thanks to
the soldiers tireless efforts (often working round the clock), rolled out the gates
at H-Hour on a typically dark Germanic
morning late in November. Our objective was to complete 48hrs of low level
continuation training. Specific Training
Objectives were identified to test each
individual. They included; Mounted and

Dismounted Operations; namely Standing Patrols, Basic fieldcraft, Navigation
and Map reading.
In order to optimize the training value of
the exercise, each Troop would be responsible for running a number of
“stands” as part of the Squadron rotation. The exercise would culminate in a
series of mounted and dismounted OPs
forming a matrix across Staple Training

Area in it entirety. Subsequently, the
Squadron would perform a withdrawal
in contact, before a debrief and washdown.
Cpl Hughes 696, A Squadron’s recently
qualified Driving and Maintenance Instructor ran a particularly wet(well for
the most junior troopers), but informative recovery lesson with the help of the
attached REME personnel. As I’m sure
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you can imagine the stricken vehicle
was never going to be left high and dry,
however, despite having wet feet spirits
remained high, merely providing a perfect opportunity to carry out the basic
field craft of administrating one’s feet
whilst of course having a “gasper”.
Sgt MacDonald exposed himself to
more than just the elements in his role
as 1st Troop “Platoon Sergeant”. With
nothing more than his Combat Highs
(and I mean nothing else!!!) Sgt MacDonald left behind his trusty CVR(T)
demonstrating why things are seen, the
importance of good kit husbandry and
the requirement for dismounted cavalry
men to move in a covert fashion!
Support Troop pulled out all the “Gucci”
stops at their Javelin demonstration
stand, sadly the CT00 budget didn’t extend to any live firing, nor could the Staple Training Area accommodate our
desire to spank a cool £60,000 per rotation. None the less, LCpl Roberts, who
has recently completed the Javelin Operators Course-where he received the
award for best in course-ran an interesting and informative stand, with plenty of
hands on experience for the boys.
As the first day of the rotation came to a
close, there would be no time to reflect on
the first 12 hours activities. It was time for
us to re-familiarize ourselves with map
and compass, crossing Staple under the
starlit night. With ambient light very much
on our side, each section began the silent
patrol from check point to check point,
stopping only periodically to “check nav”
and change the point man. This exercise
proved to be a great opportunity for some
of the newest members of the regiment to
practice their Night Navigation and basic
map reading skills. If enthusiasm ever
wavered throughout the course of what
became a very long night for some call
signs, Captain Beaver was close to hand
in his capacity as Staple’s resident partisan agent, in which he did not disappoint
in terms of authenticity and morale
“Borat” style-NICE!!!
The second day of the exercise would
put a little more meat on the proverbial
bone-focussing primarilly on mounted
and dismounted Standing Patrols. Revision to some of the more experienced
members within the Squadron, an education and introduction to digging for
those who had recently arrived from
Phase 2. Therefore, having highlighted,
the advantages and disadvantages of
both (ie. digging), the Squadron Leader
issued his orders, whilst the the
Squadron Sergeant Major recced potential sites for each of the OPs. The orders
were
then
expediently
disseminated, each of the Troop Leaders having completed a full 7 Questions
Combat Estimate and IPB.

WO2 Wilcox and his gunner

The Squaron then deployed into the OP
Screen, each observing a specific
Named or Target Area of Interest. Orders were clear; eyes on objective no
later than, OP established no later
than...the clock was now against us as
we fought the fading light in order to
achieve the best possible siting for each
OP, Administration Area, and Hide. The
very nature of the exercise provided an
excellent example of how each member
of the troop plays a vital role throughout
the entire OP phase, however I’m not
sure even the best Recce soldiers
amongst us had realised that ExCon,
namely the Squadron Leader had a further trick up he sleeve! There would be
no Bedford Tiger Main Battle Tanks, no
Land Rover BRDMs, but a pair of Panzer
Leopard II.
Sergeant Ananins could have been foregiven for being a bit rusty at AFV Rec
having only recently returned to regimental duty, however I think even he
could hardly believe his eyes when a
pair of Leopard II flanked his position firing on the move. Needless to say this
woke the remainder of 2nd Troop who
were blissfully enjoying a bit of routine.
Calls of STAND-TO were drowned out
by a second barrage from the Leopards

as they closed on our location. So realistic were the Panzer battle simulations,
Cpl Lewis expressed concern for the
safety of his men having just witnessed
a shell pass through his location!!!
Post re-org, 2nd Troop reinserted and
continued on task while the Panzers
struggled to penetrate the tank hull
where 1st Troop were established in
what can only be described as a very
unique OP, their optics rendered
“kaput!”. What followed was a well executed and controlled “Withdrawal in
Contact” collapsing the OP Screen from
west to east before hearing the words
EndEx.
Continuation training is delivered subject
to and in conjunction with the Colonel’s
and Sqn Leaders directives.
Now a quick note from the Adjudtant
General; “British Armed Forces will continue to deliver specialist and generalist
training throughout the individual career.
Furthermore, much training in the British
Armed Forces has been accredited by
various awarding bodies, resulting in the
opportunity to gain civilian qualifications
through service training activities.”
JH
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B Squadron

After a prolonged period in suspended
animation, B Sqn reformed on 15 Jun
09, just before setting off for the series of
homecoming parades, the 50th anniversary celebrations and a long (and well
deserved) stretch of summer leave. So
it was at the beginning of September
that the squadron really began to come
together as a formed group. In reforming, a sizeable chunk of good-quality
soldiers came from across the Regiment
as well as many who had returned from
postings in the UK. Consequently,
B Squadron was re-born with a wide experience-base from those who had
served with A, C and HQ Squadrons
during Op HERRICK 9.
A week of training in the Combined Arms
Tactical Trainer (CATT) provided the first
opportunity for the re-invigorated B Sqn
to begin to operate together. CATT is a
large computer-based array of simulated
vehicles which allows tactics to be tried
and tested against a computer-generated enemy without any need to go out
on scheme and get wet and cold. Starting at single-vehicle level the squadron
quickly progressed to section and the
troop tactics and by the end of the week
was operating as a coherent group.
However, the system sees all and, daily,
examples of good and not-so-good
practice were displayed to the embarrassment of the few and the education of

“...and then they made me SSM....which was nice..”

Tpr Randall’s new thermals were a bit small

Tpr Petre carries out pre-firing checks

the many at the After Action Review. So
Mr Russell’s adoption of a troop hide
under a lone (and fairly sparse) tree became a lesson in the skills of camouflage
and concealment; conversely, LCpl Gallagher’s fine display of calling for emergency close air support showed how
things should be done. Overall, the
squadron made the best use of the
week’s training both to refresh its understanding of mounted tactics and to get
used to working together.
In reforming, the Squadron took over
part of the accommodation block, a
process that resulted in a short game of
‘musical rooms’. Those living-in soon
began to stamp their personal marks on
their new rooms with Cpl Davies 106
and Cpl Lang arriving at some of the
more-imaginative paint schemes. To
some, this was an opportunity to invest
in pets, although not of the cute-andcuddly variety, and engage in a snakeoff. Tpr Williams 906 acquired two boa

constrictors, one of which he named
“Randall”. Tpr Randall replied by getting
hold of a 6-foot-long python which he,
in turn, dubbed “Little Will”. Apparently
feeding time (which happens monthly
and involves a rat) has become quite an
event in the calendar. To date, at least,
the snakes have remained in their tanks
and have not been witnessed foraying
through the block in search of prey.
B Squadron sent two teams to compete
in the BA(G) Tug-of-War competition.
This was largely pulled together at the
last minute and, with a bit of assistance
from the Gymnasium Staff, got a quick
insight into some of the tactics. The
teams returned clutching silver and
bronze medals in their classes so a very
good showing.
That all-important focus of squadron life,
the Squadron Bar, was revived under the
careful guidance of Sgt Pay with LCpl
Sloane, as QDG’s answer to Llewellyn-

1st QDG Doc 2009__Layout 1 26/04/2010 15:50 Page 22

1st The Queen’s Dragoon Guards

22

Two complete tool sets

Quickly, wrap it up...it’s on e-bay in 5 minutes

Bowen, offering his expertise in interior
design. From the dilapidated state inherited from the previous inhabitants,
the bar has been cleaned and repainted
and is now a vibrant hub of the
Squadron’s off-duty time. It is ideally
placed – not too close to the main gate
and on the ground floor next to the tank
park so that the wheezers can drift outside for a gasper. Opened just in time
for the RCA weekend the bar proved a
hit with the Old Comrades.
The Bar also provided the venue for the
Squadron Christmas party; a film-theme
evening and a chance for all to show
their flair. Tpr Petre bravely doused his

head in red dye to feature as satan, LCpl
O’Brien dyed just his head to become
‘the joker’ and Tpr Evans 549 adopted
some drag. The stars of the evening,
however, were Cpl Williams 063 and Cpl
Davies 106 dressed, respectively, as
Jade Goody and Lara Croft. Both had
been seen in the SQMS’ store earlier
that day boasting freshly-shaven legs
and later, with some fine application of
make-up, stole the show.
November provided a chance for B
Squadron to get out of camp for a couple of days and spend some time on the
Stapel Training Area. This is, to all intense and purposes, a large and open

sandpit with some woods around the
edges but it was quite good enough for
the limited time available. The first day
saw troops learning, and then practicing,
low-level drills such as patrolling and
hide-and-harbour routines. That night
there was a night navigation exercise
across the area. A normally fairly-benign
experience that the weather-gods felt
needed spiced-up; a flash of lightening
heralded a particularly heavy shower of
rain, the sandpit became a river and
everybody’s boots filled up. Well, they
say ‘if it ain’t raining……’ and everybody
was up, fit and dry in the morning so
some good lessons learnt. The second
night provided an opportunity to set up
and run some observation posts and
then it was back to camp.
Overall, it has been a good year for B
Sqn which is now getting itself ready to
undertake the FR Sqn task during Op
HERRICK 15. Although a long way off,
the challenges that will be encountered
are clear and very much a focus. This is
particularly so as the more work that can
be done in the short term to train at the
individual level will help to alleviate some
of the stresses that will inevitably build
up as the deployment looms closer. For
the time being, the team is pulling together well.
JWMcC

Tpr Petre blushes slightly after the lady’s advance

Riddle me this,
riddle me that; has
anyone seen the
Regimental ORBAT?

My boys have been
working out

Capt Pilcher’s ideal
woman arrived at
Regimental Duty

eal
at
y
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B Sqn Ex on Stapel

The ninja inflated his jacket too early

The Sqn deployed on a 48hrs Ex to Stapel
trg area north of Sennelager to conduct
low level Tp trg. All the fun started a week
before our Ex with the meticulous planning and preparation of the vehicles and
personnel equipment. LCpl Sloane gave
the Sqn a intro into OP kits, kit inspections were carried out within the Tps and
the vehicles were cammed up. Everyone
received their body armour “joy”, rations,
NVGs and expense items. Pads trying to
nick the batteries for the kid’s toys, with
the usual excuses of that Christmas were
drawing near. With all the prep done, that
was us ready for the off.
We paraded very blurry eyed at the armoury at 05 30 hrs. It’s always nice to
the duty young lad turn up and get given
the LSW. I think they are lucky; when I
joined the army it was a GPMG. I would
hate to see what support weapon SQMS
Russ Kimsey would have been given
when he was a young lad, maybe a cannon or a WW1 trench mortar. We left
camp at 0630 hrs. This was the first time
that many of the young lads had been on
a Sqn Ex so we had the usual problems,
handbrakes getting left on, cam nets
being ripped off and caught in the tracks
but these problems only seem to happen
with 1st Tp. Maybe this was because our
Tp Sgt, Sgt Costello could not deploy

due to his son snapping the end of his
finger off. Mr Chambers called to the
hospital to see how he was and he was
informed by the doctor that the finger
was in fact chewed off. The lengths that
some people go through not to deploy!
We arrived onto the area and went
straight into lesson prep that we would
start in the afternoon, in a circuit, patrolling, harbour drills. Once the lessons
were completed we set up a harbour
and had scoff in preparation for the
nights NAVEX. We split into half sections
Mr Chambers taking one and Cpl
Williams 063 taking the other. The idea
was that everyone would navigate a leg
of the journey, which I found very worrying. Tpr Haines pulled out a compass
which didn’t point north and he claimed
that he had never been lost with it. My
hairs were starting to stand up at this
point. I took the first leg which I found
quite hard as there were no defined
tracks on the area plus it being dark. But
we got to the first checkpoint in one
piece. At each check point a series of
questions. As the night went on the
weather that I’m sure was pre booked
turned up. With a bit of walking in circles
namely during Tpr Atkins’ leg we made it
back to the harbour area and got some
well deserved rest.

The IRA finally found their lucky charms

The next day we did the same as the
day before, prepared the lessons in the
morning and after lunch went through a
3 legged circuit this time which covered
vehicle hides, Tp level recovery and dismounted OPs. Once the lessons completed we prepped for the evenings
tasks which was to be a dismounted
hide. Which was great until all the Tps
realised that they had left all the hide kits
in camp. So some sneaky phone calls to
Cpl Davies saved the day and brought
them out to us. With the “O’’ group and
CO’s visit completed we left for the task
site. Once there we went straight into
setting up the OP. Which went fine, until
Tpr Harrington decided to walk off with
the shovels, thinking the OP was in another woods after 25mins of frantic
searching even to the point of about to
call for a “stop stop stop ’’ he come
walking back in, just in time for the SSM
and Sqn Ldr to visit.
After the quite chats were over we
cracked on with the OP as we were to a
tight time scale. Once completed we settled into the routine with enemy (Cpl
Riley) keeping us on our toes throughout
the night. Just before first light the OPs
were collapsed and tabbed back to SHQ.
There, ENDEX was called much to our relief as the weather was what you would
expect for a Ex. Then as soon as were
about to leave the Trg area clouds parted
and sun shone, always the way. This was
a shame as C Sqn were deploying onto
the area as we left. We deployed back to
camp and carried out all the usual cleaning and checking of CESs. It was a good
exercise as it was the first time for many
of us that we have deployed in Scimiter
and blown a few cobwebs out of the system to get back in to the war fighting role
for the training year.
LCpl Cleator
Now, Darling, don’t worry, we’ll get you
a nice hot washdown when we get
back

1st QDG Doc 2009__Layout 1 26/04/2010 15:50 Page 24

1st The Queen’s Dragoon Guards

24

C Squadron
rades from Wrexham to Hereford and
culminating with celebrating the Regimental 50th in Cardiff.

“How are you? You have been in
Afghanistan, I perceive”. *Arthur Conan
Doyle introduces his famous narrator of
the Sherlock Holmes stories, Doctor
John H. Watson in ‘A Study In Scarlet’
(1887).
“Very well indeed”, C Squadron reports
on 2009 a year of success, C Squadron
has repeatedly rallied under pressure,
faced uncertainty with adaptability, remained stoic in adversity, and shown
humility and fortitude in equal measure.
Importantly the latter part of the year has
allowed time to laugh, celebrate and
reinvest in ourselves prior to returning to
operational preparation in 2010 for redeployment to Afghanistan in 2011.
With the return from HERRICK9 completed, several events followed in quick
succession each based around strands
of the Regimental Recuperation Directive. Firstly a couple of weeks in-house
decompression, Easter holidays and
then briefly back in camp before a full
adventure training package Ex EAGLES
REST in Bavaria. All followed by the
“Marching Season” Not the Northern
Ireland Orange parades that some of
you might remember, but Freedom pa-

C Sqn on exercise

Post HERRICK 9, C Sqn deployed to
Bavaria in two packets on Ex Eagles
Rest for a 2 week AT period. The aims
were to push the boundaries of individuals in a new and testing environment, if
that hadn’t been done enough already in
the previous 7 months! The first group of
intrepid explorers consisting of 1st, 2nd
and 3rd Tps departed Dempsey in a
horde of minibuses and descended
upon the unsuspecting town of Sondhofen. Sgt Patchett set about trying to
set a new land speed record on our trip
south and we promptly arrived in style.
Our man in Bavaria, local Andy Crawford
was on hand to meet us and settle us in
to our new home. The party was split up
for the activities and the Det Commander, Capt Eldridge led a gallant
group of climbers to their first rocky crag
and some hair raising abseiling.
The remainder embarked upon a serious
days trekking with some basic navigation
for the budding enthusiasts amongst us.
The end goal of the hill walking group
was a leisurely toboggan ride down the
mountain (use of brakes optional). Sgt
Davies 119 may have set the pace on the
march and encouraging a steady 4kph
but he could not hold back the likes of
Tprs Carroll and Stein who rocketed
down the mountain in the toboggans.
A day was spent either mountain biking
or wall climbing on rotation. The event of
note was when miniscule Lt Ruck-Keene
was unwisely used to belay Sgt Davies’
ascent up the wall. Sgt Davies 119 tired
near the top and released. Gravity did
the rest and launched Lt Ruck Keene
into the ceiling like a firework. That afternoon

the Sqn went wakeboarding with some
spectacular results. Wakeboarding involves trying to balance on a foam float
whilst being dragged around a lake.
Some took to the sport like a duck to
water and Tpr Evans demonstrated that
you did not need a board and could use
your face.
The real “man test” followed in the form
of two days of canyoning. The ice cold
melt waters mixed with rapids and waterfalls tested the bravest of us. None
more so than LCpl Davies 284 who fully
experienced the washing machine effect
after jumping off a waterfall. The precautionary rope tied to him certainly made it
easy to pull him out but not before his
fellow canyoners ensured he had had a
good wash. Meals were cooked by an
experienced group of Michelin shaped
chefs (Tprs) who concocted some delicious if not identifiable dishes.
Before long it was time for a handover
and the second half of the Sqn were
marched in. Support Tp and Javelin Tp
arrived in the second group and were
fizzing at the prospect of getting into the
hills. The Sqn HQ element also arrived
and so it was decided to book an extra
special canyoning day. The feature
known as “Big Daddy” was on the cards
and the formidable 18m jump into the
gorge was going to have the last laugh
of the day. The Sqn Ldr scoffed at the
instructions and performed a somewhat
ungainly dive and the resulting slap that
echoed throughout the gorge had us all
wincing. As ever our female medic Cpl
Jurzcenko put many of the boys to
shame a leapt freely into the open air in
a most swan-like fashion. Waterskiing
was managed by some, the remainder
developed skills in “face plant” and even
the odd brave individual attempting to
attack the kicker jumps with mixed to

Yes, I buried him up to his helmet
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painful results. The odd spell of bad
weather was mitigated with the use of
the indoor climbing facilities and great
competition developed with the climbing ladder. Capt Carroll had set the
record the previous week and held off
some stiff competition from the second
group, his practice in escaping from
bedroom windows finally paying off.
The final night delivered a few well
earned beers in some of the finest establishments in the town. Time spent on
previous recces was not wasted and the
Sqn Ldr ensured that a calm and measured night was had by all and no one
was worse for wear the morning after.
The Sqn thoroughly enjoyed the time
away and the last time they would be together as the mighty C. The mixture of
hill walking, tennis, rock climbing, mountain biking, waterskiing and canyoning
certainly gave everyone a new experience and definitely scared the living daylight out of most if not everyone. Luckily
time set aside for a little of the occasional
weissbier gave us some Dutch courage
to go that little bit further. BP & JC
July and August. In order to maximise
the recruiting potential of the QDG
Marching Season, it was decided that a
team of coercers would accompany the
marchers to raise awareness of the
QDG. On the 8th July, 2009 Capt Parkyn
and a team of twenty–five willing recruiters departed Dempsey for sunny
Crickhowell near Abergavenny. On arrival they were received by Capt James
and the Army Recruiting Team 32, a mix
of QDG and Royal Welsh soldiers whose
sole aim is to convince would be volunteers to take the Queen’s shilling. The
team were shown their “new” accommodation whereupon Capt Parkyn gave
permission for the team to stay with their
families and commute to work.
After training on how to interact with minors, the team was split down into three
roving groups and immediately began
Keeping the Army in the Public Eye. The

25

first port of call was Swansea and after
a poster saturation the team occupied a
stand at The Swansea Air Show on the
beach front where, despite the atrocious
weather, hordes of locals descended.
Attendees were either youths genuinely
interested in joining the Army or mothers grateful to deposit over excited children onto startled Troopers for half an
hour whilst exchanging pleasantries with
Sgt Rees. A few of the team had to nip
off and take part in the parade around
Swansea but were soon back to being
ogled by the ladies with Tpr Lewis 137
attracting much positive attention in his
Blues. Sunday saw the weather improve
and the RAF finally deigned to arrive in
style with various aircraft performing,
none more impressive than the new Typhoon fighter jet that made even our
CVR(T) look a little long in the tooth.
After Swansea the team recovered to
Crickhowell and prepared for Hereford.
This time the team would be on the side
of the parade route in the centre of town
and provided a focal point for well wishers. The generosity of the people of
Hereford was overwhelming and the
QDG Welfare Fund buckets were
weighed down with their charity. Even
the mysterious types in their desert
boots, jeans and North Face jackets
gave the briefest of nods.
The team were then back to Crickhowell
to assist with Cardiff Blues Youth RFC
and the visit by the local Army Preparation Colleges Competition before
screaming off to Telford where two
stands were set up in the Town Centre
and Capt Parkyn and SSgt Millward
were interviewed on local radio. Cpl
Lang then headed up a team that attended the Royal Welsh Show where the
rain turned the fields into a sea of mud.
This did not appear to dampen spirits.
Wrexham was the next stop and the entire team encamped in a local TA barracks before tearing off doing Mobile
Army Recruiting Squad activity (leaflets,

He’s behind you!

SSM C escorted by dark forces

posters, talking to people and informing
people of opportunity in the current economic climate). The Wrexham parade
was somewhat toned down and the recruiting team were denied the use of
CVR(T) and weapons on the stand. This
lack of attraction was met with the usual
QDG vigour and saw the boys at their
chattiest, none more than Tpr Riley who
was seen near frog marching people into
the local Army Careers Office. Chester
was as splendid a reception as Hereford
and the support of Our Boys was never
more evident than the hundreds of well
wishers of all ages that turned out. The
recruiting tent was in prime real estate
and the boys were kept busy with the
usual clientele and the occasional old
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quired by the Squadron as Capt Staveley moved on to Adjutant. The programme enabled a return to basic recce
skills and a reacquaint with CVR(T). A
gentle immersion that began with CATT:
CATT Combined Arms Tactical Trainer a
Battlegroup of linked computerised simulators, an excellent training facility here
on our doorstep in Sennelager. It was
the Squadron’s first chance to re-embrace formation tactics since pre Afghan
training and inevitably some skill fade
had occurred. There are some things
that hold true in the Virtual Reality, as in
Reality: Troop Leaders will get lost, Troop
Sergeants will not, and the Squadron
Leader and Sergeant Major will be
watching you at just the wrong moment.

Swansea Air Show

boy keen to share a few tales of his time
in the forces.
The Cardiff parade saw the team located
both within the Castle and near the Millennium stadium. For those within the
Castle it was even more of a Kid-fest
with the paintball range and climbing
wall providing a huge lure for the short
(and not so short). The boys did get
some down time to share with their families and clamber over the range of historical vehicles. This was especially
poignant for SSgt Davies of the ART as
he could see the Churchill tank that he
was trained on.
The boys had worked very hard for the
month of July and had done a tremendous amount to raise awareness of both
the Regiment and the marches ensuring
good attendance at both the recruiting
offices and the parades. They had covered many miles and endured less than
comfortable accommodation but had
attacked the challenge with the usual
fervour, enthusiasm and humour that
makes commanding QDG soldiers such
a pleasure. BP
“The Regimental 50th in Cardiff. The
turn out was great from friends and family and the public to support us. We were
all very proud to be granted the Freedom of Cardiff and to have the Castle as
ours for the day. A great day all round.”
LCpl C Sqn.
July quickly blended into August, Summer leave and the departure of Major
Nick Thomas to ARRC HQ as the
Squadron Leader baton was passed to
Major Alex Boissard returning to Regimental duty from the corridors of Whitehall. Capt Parkyn found the 2ic’s office
briefly before deciding to head for ‘The
Hills’, leaving Capt Ruck Keene to sort
out the bow wave of RAC courses re-

With each mission an increasing level of
difficulty was incorporated, firstly by
building from Single Car to Sections,
Troops, then Squadron tactics and secondly by increasing the artificial intelligence and weapon ranges of the enemy
force. The Squadrons Forward Air Controllers demonstrated their currency by
proving the hapless Nimrod Navigator,
tasked with flying the Tornado simulator,
‘unable to hit the barn, let alone the
door!’, so much so that the poor fellow
packed up and left claiming technical
difficulties. Other highlights included
deep insights from God in the SSM
room, or should that read SSM Dunne in
the God Room? But undoubtedly this
was rivalled by Lt Matthews being tailed
at ten meters for 30 minutes by a T55
enemy tank – always check your six.
The winners went home by coach every
night; A Squadron did a lot of marching
to camp.
At this end of the Formation Training
Cycle (FORM) resources are scarce and
the Ops Officer and Second in Command did well to get us the ranges and
ammunition for some limited training.
When the coffers are closed it is time to
get innovative and the local area pro-

vided opportunities within marching distance. The Squadron worked hard to
build a base of dismounted skills by deploying on three consecutive Thursdays
working on Section battle drills, incorporating fire and manoeuvre, orders and
field craft. Those who ‘took a knee’ before SSM Dunne and SQMS Mansell
learnt a great deal, as a result; skills and
confidence improved exponentially. Sgt
Davies 119 was evidently lonely having
spent three months as the only remaining Sergeant in C squadron, so the
Commanding Officer kindly promoted
Sgts Homer, Hansen and Davies 962 to
keep him company.
The training culminated in a 36 hour deployment (slightly less for the narcoleptic Lt Roberts) with CVR(T) to STAPEL,
but within this small space of time the
Squadron accomplished a wide range of
Reconnaissance serials. We would like
to thank B Squadron for absorbing all of
the torrential rain Germany had to offer
and congratulate them on passing their
swimming tests.
This meant C
Squadron’s deployment was blessed
with blue skies and sunshine. The only
sadness was this exercise marked the
last days of SSM Dunne as he prepared
to take flight as WO1 RSM BATUS. SSM
Hawtin has since been appointed to
guide the BRF.
What now and where next? Freezing
January and eight weeks of constant
snow have heralded the New Year and
yet the shoots of spring and re-growth
are just breaking through. C Squadron’s
seeds have also taken root and we now
have orders to deploy as the Brigade
Reconnaissance Force (BRF) on HERRICK15 and to undertake an excellent
training package in BATUS Canada this
summer to get us started. Fifty years on
and still leading from the front.
PRO REGE ET PATRIA
AMJB
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Headquarter
Squadron

After what seemed like an eternity waiting in transit at Camp Bastion, HQ Sqn
personnel were finally on their way
home. Our route home was to take us
via Cyprus for some decompression,
before being let loose on our families.
As soon as we arrived in Cyprus we
were told to strip out of our desert combats, which were to be taken to be laundered and told to get ready for the
beach. At the beach we could relax or
participate in various water sports that
were on offer. Lying on a sun lounger
slowly letting the last 6½ months drain
away felt good. However, what happened next was like a dream. There has
always been that joke about the nurses
from Rinteln; well they actually turned
up. Ok they were not from Rinteln, but it
was a bus full of nurses nevertheless. To
our astonishment and good fortune the
Med group were RIPing at the same
time as us, which made our time in
Cyprus all the more pleasurable. In the
evening the staff laid on a BBQ and entertainment in the form of three comedians, which were absolutely brilliant. After
a long time without alcohol it tasted like
nectar and was slipping down effortlessly. The problem was that we had
forgotten how much your head hurts the
next morning; ouch!! The last stage of
our journey home had finally arrived,
touching down in Paderborn airport on
April 21st was a nice feeling. The luggage was thrown into a pantec; we
stuffed ourselves into two coaches and
hurtled towards Dempsey Bks. A rapturous welcome awaited us as we drove
through Dempsey Bks; the route lined
by rear party personnel, lead to the gym.
Here the wives, children and dogs, euphoric at our return were beside themselves trying to locate their loved ones.
Before being let loose for POTL, the Sqn
had to continue the decompression
phase spending two weeks working in
camp. This was quite a difficult time, as
everybody was chomping at the bit to get
away on a well deserved holiday. One
thing that kept us going was the preparations for the numerous parades in
Wales and the Border Counties later on
in the year. There were meetings to talk
about the last meeting, and meetings to
talk about the next meeting. However,
Maj John Smith, who became OC Pa-

rades, needed to get this logistical beast
to work. Several recce’s were conducted
to establish the format and complexity of
each parade with the Mayor’s, Councillor’s and Police of Swansea, Hereford,
Wrexham, Chester and Cardiff. The QM,
Capt Coles, WO2 Paul Jones (RQMS),
WO2 Del Davies (MTWO) and their team
had the unenviable task of finding places
big enough to accommodate us all, as
well as creating a transport plan that
would cater for all your needs. As one
can imagine, with plans, venues and timings sometimes not confirmed until the
last moment this was not an easy undertaking. Each home coming parade
worked like clock work and the response
and support given to us by the public
was tremendous. It made us all very
proud and sometimes emotional as we
marched through the streets of our
Towns and Cities. However, there are
very few people who recognise the extremely hard work that goes on behind
the scenes. The G4 team (too numerous
to name them all) with their advance parties and rear parties were outstanding; allowing the main body of the marching
contingent to canter through each venue
effortlessly.
The last spectacle was the Regiment’s
50th anniversary parade to be held in

Cardiff. However, before we were going
to be let loose on Cardiff, there was time
to go back to Germany to spend time
with family and prepare for leave. For
the Cardiff Parade we were luckily able
to be accommodated in Maindy Bks.
Before we arrived security on the goat
pen was doubled and we were warned
not to traumatize the poor thing. Once
settled and the dutiful visit to the Heath
was complete, rehearsals started in
earnest. The parade and party were to
be held in the grounds of Cardiff Castle,
which therefore meant a frustrating and
exhausting few days setting up the
event. Yet again while the parade rehearsals continued the G4 team exhaustively worked to get everything in
place within the castle grounds. Considering it was a Welsh Regiment having
its 50th anniversary parade, the weather
was not kind. The rain threatened to
turn the ground under foot into a quagmire, making the Castle staff very nervous. Two marquees were erected for the
afternoon and evening activities. However, the rain was relentless and in the
end sense prevailed and two others
were sourced and raised to provide
shelter. On the day of the parade it was
dry; and as the Regiment march on past
family and friends, turned halted and
waited for the Prince of Wales to arrive

Good lad, I don’t want to get my new shoes ruined
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the sun shone. The parade over it was
time to mingle with family and friends
for lunch. The Prince of Wales was escorted around to meet members of the
RCA and various Sqn personalities, before taking his leave. The penultimate
event of the afternoon was a performance of Beating Retreat by the Heavy
Cavalry and Cambrai band and the Gyrlais choir. It was a poignant but fitting
end to a great day. The final act was the
handover of RSM; in this short ceremony WO1 Tyson handed over the
RSMs’ sword to WO2 Jones. As the
band struck up its final piece of music,
Capt Tyson and WO1 (RSM) Jones
marched off parade. That evening the
party / reunion although cold and wet
did not stop the banter and reminiscing
to continue, I think I can say a good
night was had by all. The morning after
the night before found that the G4 team
was rolled into action once more. It was
always going to be difficult to ensure
that the fatigue parties turned up after
partying hard hours earlier. However,
after some confusion, some ring around
and the new RSM getting his ear
chewed (hee, hee), the fatigue was
eventually completed. Everybody went
on summer leave that day; everybody
that is except for Capt Coles and his
team. There was lots of vehicles and
equipment to be returned, and of
course the drive back to Germany with
the equipment that came from there.
So five days after the rest of the Regiment, the valiant ever working G4 team
had their well deserved leave.
The Sqn returned in Sep suitably refreshed ready to face the challenges for
the remainder of the year. The Commanding Officers direction was recuperation from operations (not really sure
much of that happened in HQ Sqn) and
securing the Regiments G1/G4 flanks.
The month of Sep saw some major personality changes. Maj Toby Lyle (9/12L)
took up the reigns as Regimental 2IC,
Maj john Smith handed over as OC to
Maj Alf Alford who now moves on as
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SO2 Coord at HQ ARRC, of which we
wish him well. Alf returned from the post
of SO2 G1 Headquarters 4th Division,
Aldershot from a break of some nearly 4
years away from Regimental Duty.
There were also many key players
within the LE community that changed
jobs ready to start a fresh after the summer break. MT saw an injection of manpower from the Sabre Sqns to boost the
number of trained HGV Dvrs. With virtually no time to catch our breath, the Sqn
found itself in the thick of things supporting CATT for the Sqns, B3 ranges
and the QM(T) took the lead for 20 Bde
on the Port Task Group which saw
many badly needed CVR(T) return from
BATUS in time for a B3 Gnry Cse. At the
same time both MT and the QM’s Dept
were busy hosting the RMLY who had
managed to deploy approximately 200
pax from the UK to conduct a Regimental exercise in Grafenwhor. It was a
pleasure to host the RMLY who had
based the RQMS (one WO2 (RQMS)
Ivor Morris late QDG) as a rear link in
Dempsey Bks with the purpose of robbing the Regiment blind. During Sep
and Oct, numerous soldiers attended
Ph 2 Sigs and B3 Gnry Cses. Tpr Iereston from Comd Tp was awarded best
gunner from across the Regiment so
well done to him. October saw Capt
Neil Greaney (HQ Sqn 2IC/Trg Offr)
mastermind a rigorous trg programme
for both Germany and the UK for the
Cambrian Patrol competition which
took place in Brecon over the last week
of November. Tprs Appleby, Griffiths
980 and Humphrey represented the Sqn
in the initial selection programme; sadly
due to injury only Tpr Griffiths made it
into one of the two teams entered in to
this year’s competition, his extremely
hard work and selfless commitment
were rewarded by being a member of
the Bronze winning team of which he is
congratulated and should be justifiably
proud of himself. The RCA visited the
Regiment in Dempsey Bks in early Oct
which was a great success and a fun
time was had by all. On visiting the

NAAFI bar with some of the Old Comrades, a certain young Tpr from A Sqn,
who will remain nameless (Tpr Morris)
asked the OC and QM(T) whether or not
they were having a good weekend. It
was only when he had gone that they
realised he thought that Tim and Alf
were members of the RCA. I am not
sure if he was set up for this but he was
put back in his box later in the evening.
The Sqns focus for November and December was very much taken up
preparing for the pending Combined Inspection Week (new terminology for LSI)
which is in Jan 10. There was much
burning of midnight oil to prepare accounts for various health checks from
Bde and other external teams. The
QM/QM(T) took the lead on running a
biannual Regimental Board of Officers
in preparation for the arrival of a new
CO in the New Year. The final preparations prior to departing on Christmas
leave were a Commanding Officers Inspection of the Regiment to ensure that
the Regiment was administratively
sound and that all infrastructure was in
good order, which the Sqn passed with
flying colours, all members of the Sqn
are thanked for there extremely hard
work and efforts. The Sqn finally departed for Christmas leave in good
order on the 11 Dec after an excellent
Sqn party organised by the SSM. Just
before closing this article I would just
like to give the SSM (WO2 Simon Cunningham) a mention. He has deployed
with the Sqn on operations where he
found himself as BGLO on OP HERRICK 9. He has seen much coming and
going of personalities within the Sqn
and has been the continuity for the Sqn
in Bks which at times has been more
challenging than being on operations.
He has been a consummate professional throughout, solid as a rock and
the first to put the interests of the all
members of the Sqn before himself. I
am happy to report that the Sqn finishes
2009 in fine order and good spirits.
AJA
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Command Troop
After the parades in Cardiff a new era
was born in Command Troop. Out of
the thirty plus soldiers assigned to be a
part of this legendary troop, only one
had any previous experience of being in
it. This has meant a considerable
amount of time and effort has been
spent learning a new job – one that is totally different from being in a Sabre
Troop – and one that requires a different
set of skills.
Luckily for myself as RSO and for SSgt
Pearman as Troop Leader, OC HQ
Squadron blessed us with a cracking set
of soldiers who have stepped up to the
mark and thrown themselves into the
hitherto murky world of being in Command Troop. SSgt Pearman’s eye for
detail and cleanliness has been manifested in a set of hangers so clean that
you could eat your dinner off the floor.
Even Tpr Farrell is noticeably less grubby
and Tpr Grey is positively gleaming.
Cpl Rouse has finally put down his keyboard and mouse, handing over the
mantle of IT Manager to LCpl Jones, and
is now in place as Command Troop Sergeant. Already firmly to grips with proceedings, Command Troop have been
exercising in camp and preparing for the
first Headquarters deployment into the

SSgt Pearman – “oh! What’s occurring?”

field under the watchful eye of Cpl
Rouse.
Apart from the training for deployment
and learning the ropes, many have managed to get way on Adventure Training
and on Winter Sports. LCpl Ewbank,
Jenkins and Tprs Farrell and Reilly all
managed to compete in the Army Snowboarding Championships in Stubai. Furthermore Tpr Hanbury is poised to
undertake his parachuting instructors

course having spent a significant
amount of time falling out of perfectly
serviceable planes, and footpaths for
that matter.
Overall it has been a good year so far for
Command Troop. Although new, everyone is pulling together and are producing excellent results. The New Year and
change in focus will bring challenges for
all, which we are all looking forward to.
AADS

Quartermaster’s Department
Much has changed in QM (A) over the
last year with many changes throughout
the year in our personnel. During the
hectic period of Parades in Wales and
Border Counties the QM (A) also had the
Handover and Takeover of the RQMS’s
with WO2 Kelvin Thomas moving onto
pastures new in Bovington as RSMI
Weapons, we wish him and the family all
the very best in the new job. This made
way for WO2 ‘Pecs’ Jones to fill those
large boots left and this G3 killer has settled in well.
The next change was the arrival of Capt
Giles Powell who having had enough G1
with the Regimental Career Management Officer role and fancied a bit of G4
next so arrived to take over from Capt
Ian Coles, even with all the absence
from his office somehow managed to
hand over a steady ship in September
09, we wish him all the very best in his
new post as MTO (don’t forget your only
next door when the skeleton’s fall out, I
know where you live!). The department
also had some additional personnel in
Tprs Phillip Quin and Simon Watkins
who were a welcome addition taking on

Sgt McNamara gives Capt Powell some pre-course instruction during the Combined Inspection Week

the responsibility for the Stationary
Store, helping out Cpl Kev Harris in the
Regimental Sports Store and working

hard on back loading all our HERRICK
Body Armour as well as moving copious
amount of equipment as the old stalwart
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Cpl Korovulavula learns there is life after G3

of the QM (A) Department Sgt Andy McNamara couldn’t decide on which
hanger or part of the Dutch Barn he
wanted the items, we are sure he is loosing his mind!
The new team then began to switch
focus in line with CO’s Recuperation Directive in firming up our G1 and G4
flanks so we stacked our blankets,
counted our boots and combats, beds,
flags and ammunition to name a few and
we prepared and worked hard towards
the Board of Officer’s as part of the
preparations towards the Combined
Arms Inspection week. Having reconciled (cooked) the books we then had
the arrival of the pre-Logistics Supply Inspection who came to check upon us
and looked forward to the CO’s Inspections in December 2009 (because it was
Christmas leave afterwards).
This
passed without concern, we got through

the silly week but before we could go
Santa gave out some promotions so we
lost Cpl ‘Minty’ Kendall to the Officers’
Mess which is a huge loss to the department but gained the talent of the
newly promoted Cpls Phil Meadows and
Sky Korovulavula who have now taken
on the Stationary/Sports and Clothing
retrospectively. At that point we all went
on well a earned period of Christmas
leave, although Sgt McNamara was the
martyr who remained behind for a few
days so that RHQ top floor could be refitted with carpet and Cpl ‘Penny’ Farthing missed work that much he popped
in over the Christmas period to take in
some ammunition.
The New Year arrived and we all returned to work full of enthusiasm, even
Cpl Farthing began the first few days
back in a jovial mood, as I write he is still
hanging on in there with this resolution,

The RQMS at work

if only people wouldn’t keep putting him
a situation where he is having to think
before he speaks! So as we begin the
year the department looks healthy
(metaphorically speaking). We have now
lost Tpr Watkins off to an Infantry Cadre
whilst he prepares to head off to pastures new but we have a Regimental
Carpenter once again in Tpr Dave Watson who is constantly being harassed
for jobs and we hare only into our second week in January 2010.
So that wraps up a long year which has
seen a number of changes in the Department, no operational tour but a lot of
work covered in a short period of time.
We are here to serve the Regiment as always, pamper to your every whim and
supply was he demanded be it the CO,
Sqns or neighbouring Regiments.
GMP

Quatermaster (Technical) Department
At the end of the long HERRICK 9 tour,
the Light Dragoons arrived and with their
usual professional manner took over
from us. Not an easy task while everyone tried to maintain the operational
tempo and ‘get out of Dodge’, at the
same time. Bit by bit tech did its part in
extracting
the
regiment
from
Afghanistan. Sergeant Pye finished his
time with Bastion Main and went back
to Germany to oversee the process of
recovery. We then enjoyed our POTL
leave while our rear party kept the system ‘ticking along’ and dealt with the initial ‘in load’, of equipment recovering
from the operational theatre.
As usual there was no peace for the
wicked and the team supported the Regimental Marching Season by either collecting vehicles and equipment or
organising the collection of vehicles and
equipment; and of course delivering it to
where ever it was required in good order.

Concurrent activity is a ‘must’, in our line
of work so at the same time; we collected
and organised the refurbishment of any
operational packs in our possession and
then issued them to some other ‘brave
souls’ going to do an ‘Op HERRICK’.
To also keep the ‘skill factor’, steaming
ahead we had people sent on key career
courses; SSgt Herbert was sent on his
RQMS (T) course; six weeks of studying
the ‘dark art’, at the stores version of
‘HOGWARTS’. He was joined on this
epic event; by Cpl Baker who was attending the all arms storemans course.
Both recipients of the ‘font’ of all stores
knowledge passed their courses with
flying colours. Well done to them both.
Corporal Baker had transferred to the
Regiment from 12 Regt RA and after a
stint in the Training Wing had requested
to move to Tech. This he did, when he
took over from Cpl Peers who left us to

go on posting to Bovington. In no time,
both him and Cpl Peers started to make
a positive contribution in their new posts;
a well deserved pat on the back for both.
This was followed by a well earned summer leave and of course, as usual, the
QM (T) department ‘kept a foot’, on the
ground during leave to keep the stores
system moving in the right direction.
This ensured there would be stores and
equipments to replenish any lost or worn
out items consumed during the tour.
‘Speaking of worn out’, there was a
change of regime after ‘leave’, with a
‘whole sale change’, of ‘personalities’
through out the G4 chain. Hot from the
‘bubbling cauldron’, of the Welfare Office came the ‘new’, QM (T) Captain
Moore. Some said out of the’ frying pan
into the fire’, however I have it on good
authority the QM (T) comes with a ‘full
warranty’ and fire proof underwear.
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Capt Beaver struggled on dry land

Hot on his heels, came ‘newly’, promoted
WO2 RQMS Herbert; who it is rumoured
is an ‘acolyte’ of ‘he who needs no sleep’.
(Major Morrissey). A warm welcome to
them both! (It will be warm; as it is well
known fact that all techs are portals to
the ‘infernal realm’. where the fallen dwell)
Another two G4 ‘gladiators’ joined the
tech arena. These were LCpl Young,
who rejoined the Army and came to the
QDG but had also previously served
with the Scots DG. Last but not least
was Trooper (Bryn) Giles who ‘liked what
he saw’, and came to us also from 12
Regt RA. I wish them well for the future.
There were a number of ‘sad’ farewells;
the first of these ‘good people’ seen
singing and dancing out of the tech
building; was as mentioned earlier, Corporal Peer’s followed by the old QM (T)
Captain Sudlow who have both gone on
to pastures Green back in the UK and we
wish every success in there new jobs at
ERE. Hot on his heels was newly promoted WO1 RSM Jones, who shed a
tear as he ‘flick flaked’, his way out of the
door after ‘shredding’, more documents
than the whole of the CIA before the fall
of Saigon. The new RQMS is rumoured
to have links with ‘oriental’, intelligence
services that go far beyond the vast
quantity of Chinese food he ingests.
Copies of the ‘formally’, shredded documents (ITS) fill his office. Nice try RSM
but no cigar! – We wish them all the best
for the future; they will be sadly missed.

September; seen the usual movement of
men and equipment; as the squadrons
reformed. There were the usual
‘birthing’, pains as the squadrons got to
grips with new command structures and
working practises. LCpl Hyett went and
supported the Yeomanry exercise in
Bavaria and was presented a plaque by
their Commanding Officer in recognition
of all his hard work. We then got a new
troop sergeant in the form of ‘Steven I’m
not Welsh and I support Everton butt!’
Pye. Who took over from Sergeant ‘politically correct’ Packer! There is a rumour that our Sergeant Pye was locked
in the dentist surgery, ask him about it?
It’s a hoot!
There were the usual B3 gunner courses
to support and then in October we
started our first ‘round’, of musical tanks
with the ‘in load’, of CVR(T) from BATUS.
In good old QDG fashion, the Regiment
was ‘tasked’, with unloading ‘the world
and his dogs’, worth of vehicles which
belonged to the brigade at Emden. This
‘dance’’ was ‘choreographed’, by the
QM (T) who was so glad he had taken
out the extra ‘fire insurance’, when he
got the job. At one point he was in
charge of more trains than ‘Network
South’. We did such a good job they
gave us another Port Tasking Group task
a couple of months later.
However all work and no play makes life
some what uninteresting in our
‘processes’ led environment. To that
end LCpl Davies took his carp rod and
wiped the floor, with the opposition at
the army carp fishing competition.
Trooper Williams went and successfully
passed a rugby referees course.
Trooper Giles who as mentioned earlier
was another convert to the ‘true faith’,
took part in the Army power lifting competition and came a forth in the ‘team
event. Sergeant Packer was approached
by a major fishing rod manufacture to
take part in its annual fishing competition. Which his father won! Unlucky!

Look! Even Sgt Pye can demand a bionic
leg from Tech!
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WO2 Herbert and Sgt Packer

To break the strangle-hold, that the noble
art of fishing has developed in tech; Corporal Bancroft went away and took part
in Nijmegen marches in Holland. This
‘meat grinder’, of a competition; consists
of 100 miles in four days; the equivalent
of doing twelve and a half Combat Fitness Tests one after another. Nice!
There have been numerous changes
over the years; but another milestone
was passed in December, when Sergeant Steve Packer was posted away
from the Regiment for his last two years.
Steve, Andrew, pandy or Pack however
you new him; was a loyal, steadfast
friend to our Regiment and all who knew
him. His expertise supported many an
RQ and QM and saved the Regiment
thousands of pounds and provided a
service second to none. We wish him the
very best for the future in which Lulworth
have gained a real asset to their team
Many people in Tech are broken in one
way or another, but that does not stop
them displaying the ‘courage and raw
tenacity’, our Regiment is famous for;
They will stand.
We now look to the ‘New Year’, and wait
for what ever comes our way. Whether it
is the deep cold, of the Artic Circle or the
raging heat, of the desert; the QM (T)
Department will ‘plug in and play’, and
do what ever it takes to support our
Regiment. ‘Pro Rege et Patria’
TM/RH
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Mechanical Transport Troop
After our tour of Afghanistan, the MT department returned to Sennelager for
some well-earned leave and started to
look at a new ORBAT as some of the
guys who had spent the tour with Sabre
Squadrons were not going to come back.
But before we could re-form and start
training a new Troop, there were a few
parades to do both in Sennelager and
back home. So the troop was split again
into the Marching divisions, recruiting
teams, admin teams and, as always, we
had to leave a rear party to fly the flag
and continue with career courses.
Having administered the troop almost
single handed in Afghanistan it was left
to Sgt Marty Bell to run the Troop in
Dempsey Bks with LCpls Jones 450 and
Hannah rotating through driver instructor courses and assisting with the daily
tasks which always seem to multiply
when manning is slim. Once we had all
been issued with our Op HERRICK
medals we enjoyed a great Regimental
party and then started the task of putting together a transport (and dare I use
the word) plan to get everybody back
and fore to the UK and the various
different locations so that they could
start recruiting, marching and socialising
with some of the ex-members of the
Regiment that we had not seen for a
long time.
We owe a debt of gratitude to one of
these, Ryan Wilson, and to his wife
Melanie who work for Edwards Coaches
for coming up with the best quotes by
far and for remaining flexible throughout
because believe it or not we did change
the plan on a few occasions. This can
be very costly with some firms but Ryan
was always on call to sort things out.

The final parade to celebrate the birth of
1st The Queen’s Dragoon Guards was
held, as you would expect, in Cardiff.
This was the final test for the MTO, Capt
Chris Trinick, who was attached to QDG
from the HCR; not being a Welshman he
did his best to fit in sporting a haircut
that Lawrence Llewelyn-Bowen would
have been proud of. A lot of work was
done by the small team of MT; collecting vehicles to support the festivities
Cpl’s Henwood and Hattam spent days
collecting fuel, generators and vehicles
from all over UK while Cpl Todd spent all
his time unloading the tonnes of stores
that were delivered to Maindy Bks and
to the Castle.
After partying hard in Cardiff it was time
to start the hard work of putting the Castle back to normal and returning all the
stores and vehicles we had borrowed
from the UK-based Regiments, but first
we said goodbye to Capt Trinick who left
to face a greater challenge than QDG
MTO and that was to become a father
and we wish Chris, Ali and baby William
all the very best for the future. Three
days after the majority of the Regiment
had left to go on leave the G4 team had
just about finished in Cardiff and so after
handing over the artic truck Cpl Henwood had borrowed to return all the
stores to Bicester they packed the remaining QM stores, garden plants,
bushes and a piano into the truck and
drove back to Germany under the
watchful eye of Capt Morissey.
By early September we were all back in
Sennelager having enjoyed another well
deserved leave period. We welcomed
the new MTO Capt Coles (No ginger
jokes please) who took a quick look at

the Troop and legged it for a couple of
weeks of education in Sandhurst. Before
he left, however, he managed to double
the size of the troop to what it needs to
be and we now have 11 fresh new faces
to train. They have spent a lot of their
time so far either in the Training Wing
doing their corps trades or down at the
Garrison Driver Training Centre learning
to drive HGV a skill they will need before
they can move on to the new SV trucks
that we have just received.
Cpl Hattam is juggling between teaching
HAZMAT to allow the guys to transport
dangerous goods and running GS
courses a course that allows soldiers to
drive military wheeled vehicles on road
and cross country. He is being assisted
by the newly qualified LCpl Hannah and
they can expect this year to be extremely
busy due to the amount of drivers that
we need to get qualified this year.
Equally busy with driver training are Cpl
Henwood and LCpl Jones as they in turn
will be attached to the driver training
centre that is trying to increase its output
to keep up with the demands of the
Brigade. Cpl Todd is just about to complete his UST (The new UBRE) instructor
course in Westmoors so that he can
come back and teach some of our new
lads how to become UST operators
ready to support the Sabre Sqns during
future exercises and operations.
I think a few of the new lads were sent to
test Sgt Bell (Now that he’s a DDE he
thought he’d be doing the testing). To
be fair, they are doing a good job of it
but when they have finished wearing
down the carpet in the SSM’s office and
grow weary of the extra work parades I

M
wild

Spill Training

I told you so!......No you didn’t!

They let Cpl Hannah out, but only if he wore a
helmet
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MT and some new trucks

have no doubt that they will turn out to
be fine cavalry soldiers. Capt Coles has
the remainder of the Troop not on

courses working feverishly to get the department ready for the combined inspection week (CIW) when we get our
accounts checked to ensure everything
is as it should be. Anyone who has been
involved in something similar will know
just how much fun we are having
preparing for that. Of particular note is
SSgt Lockyear who with the remainder
of the new JAMES team has been implementing new procedures for maintaining the Regiment’s vehicles. JAMES
is a computer system which is replacing
the piles of vehicle documents that we
used to have to keep; progress, you may
think, but the whole Regiment is having

33
to learn fast about how to use the new
system and SSgt Lockyear is at the fore.
We now have the making of a very good
troop who will benefit from all the training
they have received and it will be exciting
to watch the troop develop over the next
year. A special thank you must go out to
WO2 Del Davies who since arriving as
MTWO has spent long hours trying to
work out the CAT C driving course for the
troop. He departs the Army in 2010 and
I know will be a great loss not only to the
troop but the Regiment. We wish him
good luck for the future.
IC

Light Aid Detachment
Usually after a tour the LAD makes a
journal entry that revolves around how
little work we have actually been doing
and how much fun stuff we did. This year
we decided to break from the norm. The
Rear Party LAD made the most of the
opportunities to complain about how difficult it was with so much to achieve
looking after the Regiment’s fleet with so
little manpower. Whilst their beds were
more comfortable and better placed than
the deployed element it is surprising that
that they really did not fold and approach
the mental health clinic for a referral.

Checking the ASM’s phone bill could
only confirm how busy they really were.
Once everyone had returned by May, the
LAD were back to form though by taking on responsibility for the QDG 50th
Vehicles and equipment display. Suitably unqualified on most vehicles, enthusiasm for pristine old equipment
certainly won through in providing an
awesome display for HRH at the July
Cardiff Castle Parade – thanks the
AQMS Mason in charge. Sadly all of the
VM SNCO’s do remember putties and
tin hats and so got misty eyed whenever
a Ferret fired up to move along the
longest route possible through Cardiff (in
the wrong direction; follow me Maj H-M).
Typically the LAD had a quick ‘O’ Gp in
May and, knowing full well that 10 personnel would leave shortly thereafter, set
about organising leaving
functions for

More than just a
wild day out for the
REME

You know I’ve
always loved
you
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Command tasks

So, this guarantees us on a grade, Colonel?

The RAO’s human abacus struggles to cope with regimental finances

The LAD Orang-Utan finally comes in useful

all of them as a logical reason to enjoy
the local facilities. Cue a summer beach
visit to the Wasserski lake where they
endured BBQ, beer, bikinis (on Recy
Mechs) and Water skiing. Naturally the
choice of venue guided by ASM Eamer’s
passion for choosing sports he is good
at; just a shame the EME was naturally
better having never done it before.
Other adventures out included demolition-derby go-Karting, a trip to
Warsteiner Brewery to see “the 0%
loss in bottling and handling” and a Dusseldorf

Seniors function to most bars without a
rainbow. Its not all work, work, work
though as the LAD took a breather and
went on Cpl Marsh’s well organised Ex
SPANNERS ADRIFT sailing trip to Dummersee. Cynics would say it was an excuse for Sgt Potts to go sailing again but
we had hear nothing of that despite zero
wind the first week. Everyone did enjoy
their rocking back and forth in the middle of the lake as they were rescued by
a motorboat; see Cpl Marsh for a perfect demonstration. Thankfully the wind
Just fill in the blanks on the ATUD
yourself, General!

picked up and the second week saw
most achieve level 2 Dinghy sailing Certificates.
As previously mentioned the habitual
three leaving functions for the ASM saw
Mr Eamer turn each into a challenge.
Every day is an opportunity to show the
young upstarts they are not as good at
sport especially when it came to ping
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pong. On the up side we got WO1 ASM
Neil Allcock MBE posted in from Cyprus.
The new ASM hit the ground running
shouting airborne airborne all the way in
his dayglo tops and knee-length socks.
His first order of business was to get the
seniors together for a bit of bonding and
informed them they needed to run a leadership exercise; SSgt Rob Walker was
the main man. After careful thought one
NAAFI Break at Tea and Toast he came
up with a cunning plan, this leadership
exercise was to take place 28–30 September 2009. Day 1 we visited the WV
plant in Wolfsburg with mixed thoughts
about what to expect, as it turned out VW
love REME thanks to Maj Ivan Hirst rebuilding their demolished plant after
WW2. The slave labour probably weren’t
so thankful of being employed to build
vehicles initially for the British and Americans however the much publicised Beetle was the result of their efforts. 64 years
later VW now own Porsche alongside

Bentley, Seat and Audi. The EME’s tentative requests for a cheap Caravelle fell
on deaf ears so he made sure everyone
thoroughly enjoyed the free food as well
as the 60km factory ride around the plant.
Day 2 was all about the classroom with
interesting planning exercises and tiffy
dilemmas.
Day 3 was the command tasks this is
were the Reccy Mech’s showed just
how good they really are.
One of the best days of the year was the
Juniors vs Seniors football match, the
day started like any other normal work
with the seniors going for tea and toast
at 10 o’clock. After the seniors had
eaten all the pies at lunch it was time to
show those upstarts a thing or two
about football, the game started badly
for the Juniors with the Seniors going
1–0 up within 5 minutes then scoring

35
again just before the half time whistle.
The frustration was evident on the juniors faces and they pressed hard for a
goal in the second half, Sgt Steve ‘the
cat’ Eardley was put under pressure for
the entire 35 minutes of the second half,
being beaten once the entire game he
was awarded man of the match, a special mention should be made for
WO2 AQMS Marcus “Have it” Mason.
The final score was 6–1 to the Seniors.
The latter half of the year has been taken
up the Regiment getting ready for the
Combined inspection week (CIW) in
January 2010. Thankfully Lt Mathews’
eagerness to learn about EC saw him
visit the LAD for advice on stores and
accounts. Sadly Mr Mathews might find
his car “pimped” like that of Lt Roberts
for mistaking that the ASM for a REME
Corporal Technical Storeman and not an
Incorporated Engineer WO1.
DT

Guardroom
Well another busy year for the Regimental Provost Staff, as Sgt Davies 721 deployed on OP Herrick Cpl Lavelle was
left to run the show. This involved the induction package for all the new soldiers
arriving discipline work and the guard
rotation for Rear party as well as the detention centre at Barker Barracks asking
for Provost Cover. As the Regiment arrived back the PRI shop reopened and
prepared to move to Cardiff in support
of the 50th anniversary party.

After leave as the Regiment settled back
into camp routine SSgt Mansel arrived
from Bovington to take the post of Regimental Provost Sgt Maj. The first one in
the history QDG as far as we are aware
and promptly helped everyone ease into
camp routine by ensuring cars were
parked properly and discipline was
maintained. This caused a few startled
looks as individuals were screamed at
by someone small with a big stick! ROP
(Restriction of Privileges) was re-intro-

duced with vigour and helped wrongdoers learn the error of their ways. As 2009
draws to a close, camp is looking clean
and most cars are now BFG registered
apart form a few in certain messes! And
camp security has improved; we look
forward to another year of keeping up
the Regimental Standards.
RMM

Commanding Officers PT started off very
gently, although some people found it difficult even at first. There was also quite a
lot of Adventure Training with the Brigadeled Ex Diamond Fist and a few Squadron
Adventure training packages thrown in.

An opportunity for soldiers to enjoy them
selves and start to enjoy the other side to
army life after their leave. This also gave
the Gymnasium staff a chance to gain
some AT instructional qualifications that
will aid the Regiment in the future.

Gymnasium
After coming back from a successful
tour of duty in Afghanistan on Herrick 9
in May. The Gymnasium has seen a lot
of changes, firstly LCpl Roberts returning to the gymnasium to work alongside
Cpl (sonic) Davies. Then came the arrival of all the new equipment, and the
question of where to put it? After a lot of
arranging and re-arranging, at last the
gymnasium was ready! The training programs were written and training commenced. Everyone was required to pass
their Physical Fitness Test (PFT – or
BPFA or BFT for the longer-in-the-tooth)
before summer leave, as the PFTs went
on it was apparent that certain individuals were not going to pass. Which would
mean early mornings for Cpls Roberts
and Davies. Yes you guessed it, remedial PT would have to be kick-started at
0700. The numbers were quickly reduced with people’s constant effort to
get off remedial.

The Full Monty wasn’t drawing the crowds it used to
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Yes, the Army is an equal opportunities employer

All the regimental sports began, Power
Lifting kicked off hosting 3 events, we
also started to instruct the B squadron
soldiers in the art of tug-of-war, with the
skills and know-how and some raw guts
enter the BA(G) tug of war competition,
where they came a very credible 2nd so
well done to them.
Cambrian Patrol training took place in
the latter part of the year. LCpl Roberts
was given the task of writing the training
program while SSgt (SSI) Hockley and
Cpl (Sonic) Davies were left to things at
home. Meanwhile the team went to
Fremington to continue preparation and
training for Cambrian Patrol.
In November the gym staff were invited
by the British legion to organise a fancy
dress fun run in aid of the Royal British
legion trust. This became CO’s PT on
the Friday, a 5K fun run with everyone in
fancy dress and Paying 5 Euros toward
the charity. The Regiment was walked
to the start line some 2km distance
away where Cpl (Sonic) Davies gave the
very detailed explanation of the route
which moments after explaining everyone forgot!!!! When the race started

LCpl Hamilton and LCpl Roberts proceeded to the bridge and, to the competitors delight, closed it; this meant that
the runners would have to take the route
through the nice cold water which, as
you can guess, went down a treat with
the runners. After the final runner had
passed us we collapsed back to the finish point just in time to watch the presentations being awarded one for the
fastest person which was Tpr Parry and
of course best fancy dress which went
to Tpr Mokuoane as Trevor Mc Donald.
With LCpl Sudlow going on posting to
Bassingbourne and LCpl Haggarty
posted to SEME Borden. we had some
new faces arrive to the Regiment. LCpl
Hamilton was posted in from the RDG
and a Potential PTI Cadre took place
with some interesting results. LCpl King
passed his AAPTI Course and showed
that things are changing for the better in
the world of the PTI.
Christmas came and with the Regiment
winding down for the festive season
meant that Cpl (Sonic) Davies and LCpl
Hamilton could finally come out of the
closet and, dressed in their favourite

work out gear, took part in SSgt Hockley’s winter warmer aerobics. With some
decidedly dodgy moves and some dangerous positions for Ms sonic & Hamilton the Regiment was treated to a fun
farewell from the gym staff.
The return from leave saw LCpl Davies
158 and Tprs Atkins and Jones 260
leave the comfort and security of the
Regiment and step foot on the hallowed
ground that is The Army School of Physical Training (Germany) to change their
lives and become some of the luckiest
and best looking men in the Army by attending the All Arms Physical Training
Instructors course. With the Regiment
starting the year at pace with the CIW,
the year already looks busy, and with
this in mind the Gym staff are as always,
ready and adaptable to rise to the challenges that the year will bring.
LCpl Roberts

Now, clap your
hands!
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Training Wing
The start of the new training year did not
bring many surprises; and with the
TWWO WO2 Boyles conducting the role
of duty warrant officer at Selly Oak and
also rear party SSM until June, the new
training officer, Capt Greaney recently
posted in from Bovington got on with
conducting a handover with Capt Sudlow before he moved onto another
“cushy” job in the UK, we wish him and
his family well, although it maybe slightly
too far for LCpl Sudlow to take his
washing on weekends! The focus on returning the Regiment from HERRICK 9
and getting those away on some hardearned rest, meant that we were allowed
to get to grips with looking forward to
the courses that bring one of the most
important things to a soldier before a
cold beer; money to get one!
On return from summer leave, the main
focus became the number of individuals
who then required their internal trade
courses and also other career courses.
We have held three initial 30 mm gunners courses, and managed to complete
a firing package for over 40 gunners in
5 days. Much to the coordination of the
TWWO dusting off his gunnery pamphlets, and the RGO, Capt Robinson;
this in turn enabled them to be trained
ready for the Regimental Firing Period.
The three BOWMAN courses held have
also allowed us to get through a large
amount of untrained individuals, thus allowing them to get the correct trade
qualifications. The Potential NCO course
held has shown that we have some
good future NCOs within the squadrons
and means that the Regiment will still be
in good hands in the future. In addition

we have also managed to get personnel
away on courses that will allow us to
broaden experience throughout the
squadrons with Junior Brecon, Forward
Air controller and Javelin Instructors to
name but a few.
As well as internal trade courses to coordinate, those conducting courses externally had to attend pre course
training; this is where the squadrons
provide valuable support to us by providing all their instructors and equipment, so that the training can be held.
Our thanks to all that worked long hours
to enable this.
During the month of September Capt
Greaney took on the role of planning,
training and eventual selection of the
Cambrian Patrol team. This took him
away from the normal running of the
wing but with a very capable team
below him, there were never a big drama
that needed to be solved.
The Wing has also seen some position
changes with the training clerk LCpl
Assur leaving us for HQ Sqn office and
LCpl Brathwaite joining us from RHQ;
SSgt Williams 772 also joined us from
the world of the Int cell, where he can
still very secretive about where he goes
every day at 1000hrs, I have my suspicions! LCpl Newell also joined us towards the later stages of the year and
has taken on the job of publications,
training equipment demands and anything else we give him with new vigour.
The Training Wing is still undergoing
some facelifts with new classrooms

The Training Officer tries to find the way to his new
office

being taken over and made ready to
conduct courses; and in the spring we
takeover a new Gunnery and D&M training hanger allowing us and the
squadrons to conduct training. The
many classrooms also allow external
agencies to use them, with most popular being the NAAFI, surely it’s nothing
to do with the cakes and coffee they
bring!
As 2009 draws to an end and 2010
brings new challenges, I would to wish
WO2 Boyles well on leaving the Regiment after 23 years; he and his experience and knowledge will be greatly
missed by all. We also welcome SSgt
Hill on his return to the Regiment; and
taking over the role of TWWO after completing the rehabilitation from injuries
sustained during Op HERRICK 9.
NG

The Regimental Welfare Office
With the Regiment still deployed in
Afghanistan, the start of 2009 was a
sombre event filled with anticipation as
the men trickled back for a spot of welldeserved R&R. The month of January
saw the handover of the duties of the
Welfare SNCO from Sgt Thomas 664
(Slug) to Sgt Davies 721 (Gloria). I would
like to take this opportunity to say thank
you for all the hard work and support
Simon gave during his time as the Welfare SNCO and I would like to wish him
Tess and Katie all the best in the future.
The various organised events continued
throughout the month of January with
families given the opportunity to try their
hand at downhill skiing and sledging at
Winterberg and a chance to attend the
families’ lunches that were laid on in JB’s.

The month of March was soon upon us
with the traditional St David’s day challenge adapted somewhat with the wives

pitted against the rear party soldiers.
Everyone congregated at the Regimental
Gymnasium for the challenges to be is-

Quick, put the wheel on and we can get it green on JAMES
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The St David’s Day challenge

sued by OC rear party (Maj Powell). The
challenges ranged from blind-folded food
tasting to designing an alternative Welsh
National flag. I would like to point out at
this stage that the wheel-changing challenge was duly won by the wives with a
clear two-minute margin against a team
from the rear party that consisted totally
of LAD personnel! Once all the scores
had been collated, the result was an impressive win of nine challenges to three
in favour of the wives.

with the construction of welcome home
banners and the decoration of Dempsey
Barracks in preparation for the return of
C Squadron from Afghanistan a day
later. The artistic flare continued with
the creation of welcome home banners
and decorations for the return of HQ
Squadron in April and the return of A
Squadron in May. I would like to thank
all the rear party and everyone that assisted and supported the Regiment and
families during the deployment.

With the Month of March coming to a
close the Mothering Sunday lunch was
well attended with the wives and children demonstrating their artistic flare

With the return of the men from
Afghanistan, and Post Operational tour
leave to be taken the Welfare Office had
the opportunity to prepare for the antic-

ipated changeover of personnel. With
over a hundred families posted in and
out, this proved to be a busy period for
the Welfare Team. During this period,
Capt Moore reached a milestone both in
his personal life and within his profession as not only did he reach his fortieth
birthday he was preparing to hand over
the baton (in this case the Duty phone)
to Capt John. I would like to welcome
Capt John and thank Capt Moore for all
the support and effort he gave during his
time as the Welfare Officer.
The summer months consisted of a
number of homecoming Parades culminating with the Regimental 50th an-

Shopping trip to Bremen
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Santa and his helper

niversary celebrations at Cardiff that was
well attended by a number of families
that had travelled over from Germany.
After a spot of well-deserved leave, the
Regiment returned to work and so life
within the Welfare Office resumed to
some sort of normality! There were a
number of events planned during this
period. Unfortunately after one such
event Sgt Davies was diagnosed as suffering from PTSD (Post Traumatic Shopping Disorder) with a very emotional bus
journey to the Waterfront retail-shopping
park in Bremen still haunting him. There
was a very good turnout with forty-five
wives attending this memorable outing.
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The Wives Xmas party

October and November were particularly busy months with the SSAFA Big
Brew, Regimental Halloween competition, Ladies bring and buy dress
evening, Garrison organised Bonfire
night and the Regimental children’s
Christmas party. I would like to thank
the wives committee for all the help and
support in organising these events.

Christmas dinner at JB’s prior to the
evening’s entertainment and raffle in
Hero’s bar. The competition was fiercely
contested with Mrs Lyanne Lacey being
the eventual winner despite the efforts
of Sgt Davies who came dressed for the
occasion. The evening was enjoyed by
all with over seventy-five wives and
guests attending.

After a busy and varied year, it was almost time for the Christmas break but
there was time for one final party: the
wives Christmas party. The theme this
year was a Stars in Your Eyes singing
competition. The evening started with
welcoming drinks and a traditional

It has been a varied and eventful year for
the Welfare Team and we would like to
thank everyone that has helped and
supported us during this period.
CD/SJ

Catering Department
Most of the department returned from
Afghanistan with the HQ element of the
Regiment, except for Pte Willocks who
returned with C Sqn, 4 weeks prior to
the rest. We got back into the regimental routine of decompression and POTL.
On returning from POTL leave Exercise
Rhino Cater was approaching quickly.
Sgt Blades, Cpl Hitchcock, Pte Willocks

and Tpr Gibbons were the team representing the Regiment this year. The competition is held annually by 1 UK ARMD
DIV and there are roughly 35 teams that
enter from Germany and some from the
UK. The teams have to complete a series
of stands from field craft to section attacks and improvise-cook to devised
menu using 10 man ORP. The Regimental driver has his own stands which were

go cart speed trial to putting a 432 on a
low loader and skid car training. This
year’s competition was held in Gutersloh
over three days and the QDG team came
a commendable 3rd place.
Then it was back to Regimental life with
the Regimental Birthday and return parades through Welsh cities and border
counties. Sgt Fewins, Cpl Bristol, Pte

Where has the rat gone...we need it
for the stew
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Stockton and Pte Willocks were the
catering assistance for the duration of
the parades being kept busy with all the
finger buffets and cocktail party’s that
were required by the Regiment. Then it
was on to summer leave.
On our return from leave the Army Combined Services that is held Sandown
Race Course was fast approaching. This
is a Tri-Service catering competition
were the Army. Navy and Air force battle
to gain the overall title of Culinary Service of the year. This year Cpl Hitchcock
and LCpl Hitchcock were entered in a
combined cook and serve and also individual terine. Cpl Hitchcock came away
with 2 certificates of merit and LCpl

Catering Tp learns the
basics of slaughter

Hitchcock was awarded 1 silver and 2
bronze medals. The RCWO was a member of the admin staff for the 1(UK) Armd
Div team.
Christmas is notably busy with this year
not an exception with all Messes and
Sqns requiring functions. All together there
were 18 functions that were done over the
two weeks. But having Christmas leave
around the corner was a good incentive.
Congratulations to LCpl Buckley on the
birth of her son Alfie and LCpl

Pay As You Dine results in cost savings

Waqatairewa on the birth of her daughter Neumai.
Also good bye and good luck to Sgt
Fewins who is posted to Tidworth with
the 26 RE, Cpl Bristol who is posted on
promotion to HQ ARRC Support and Cpl
Turley who is posted to Aldershot with
the Irish Guards. Hello to Sgt Barber
posted from Celle, Cpl Sekwele posted
in from 3 RHA Hohne, LCpl Wagg
posted from 27 Transport Regt Aldershot.
WO2 Meacham

No cutlery required in the Officers’ Mess

Padre On the Move – Again!
After spending our tour in Afghanistan
with the Regiment spread over a number of locations across Helmand
Province, and having to travel a fair bit
to get round and see everyone, I was
looking forward to having them all in the
one place again. However, the period
after our return found the squadrons
spread, once more, to the four winds,
this time in pursuit of various Adventur-

ous Training activities and a rugby tour
to Canada. Just about everyone I spoke
to seemed to be off to a different location to take part in a whole range of
sports and activities. But by late June
this had all passed and preparations got
under way in earnest for the series of
homecoming parades, recruiting surges,
our Thanksgiving and Memorial Service
and the Regiment’s 50th Anniversary, all

of which were to take place in Wales and
the Border Counties. No prizes for
guessing what that meant – yes, me
having to travel a fair bit to get round
and see everyone!
Early July found me on my way firstly to
Exeter Cathedral with a small contingent
to take part in the 3 Commando Brigade
Thanksgiving and Memorial Service, with
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The Padre’s wig was on back to front

Prince Philip in attendance. It was a
thankful celebration of the safe return of
most, tinged with the poignant and fitting
remembrance of those who had lost their
lives in action. My travels then took me
the length and breadth of the country on
a variety of visits which summed up a
Padre’s lot. On the one hand it was my
first opportunity to visit the families of
Corporal Stiff and Corporal John whom
we had sadly lost in an IED strike on 15th
March 2009, while on the other hand I
gave a presentation to a group of
churches in North Yorkshire to thank
them for all they had done in sending
sweets, gifts and greetings for me to
pass out to the lads (and lasses!) while
we were in Afghanistan – they’d sent
over 150kg of sweets, most of them
sherbet lemons, my signature sweet and
a great favourite across the Regiment! I
spoke to a packed church and was very
moved by the depth of support for our
troops and the task faced in Afghanistan.
I then set off in search of the Regiment,
finding them down at Castlemartin (next
stop Ireland!) preparing for the Freedom
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Regimental Remembrance Service

The Padre regretted raiding
Capt Seys’ wardrobe

of the City of Swansea Parade. A group
of us then took a side-trip to Nijmegen in
Holland to take part in the Nijmegen
Marches, which gave me an opportunity
to minister to a small team as we shared
the joys of blisters, tendonitis and shin
splints. Just as well Heineken refreshes
the parts other beers can’t reach!
Finally back to Wales and the privilege
of being able to celebrate our Regimental Thanksgiving and Memorial Service
in Llandaff Cathedral – a wonderful,
peaceful, yet majestic cathedral where
we were joined by families and friends
to give thanks and remember in our own
way Corporals Graeme Stiff and Dean
John. Then, the travelling over, the 50th
Anniversary the following day provided
a welcome opportunity to have everyone
together in one place again and time to
catch up with old friends and their loved
ones. Summer leave found us all going

Regimental Carol Service

our own ways once more, but the autumn brought a time of stabilisation
back in Dempsey – normal jogging, for
a while!
SBKY

Officers’ Mess
The back of HERRICK 9 has seen the
Mess full to bursting, squabbles breaking out among the Junior Officers’ as to
which one gets to move onto the big
boys corridor and the arrival of several
new members. Immediately after tour
we welcomed 2nd Lieutenants Berry
and Williams with Robinson (minor) and
Lough following on behind. Luckily for
Mess life the economic climate has
meant that many have decided to stay
in the bosom of the Mess rather than
wade out into civilian life and fight it out
in the rat race. That is not to say it has
been an easy run since coming back,

Capt Robinson gets bored of pretending to read
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There was a clear winner in this year’s fancy dress competition

Junior Officers are routinely forced to
put on ‘scruffy clothes’ so they can paint
parts of the mess or varnish a damaged
table. Ah… the heady days when we
could afford to pay to have someone
else do it for us! Is it Pay as you Dine’s
fault or something else one asks?
However, the Mess has still put on some
excellent parties and seemingly hosted the
entire Brigade at least twice. The November Autumn Ball passed off without too
many difficulties and everybody seemed to
enjoy themselves – one or two Officers
from other Regiments fell victim to our

hospitality which is to be applauded. Even
our new PMC, Major Boissard, was seen
to crack a smile at one point in the evening
although this was soon extinguished when
he realised that he had.
A full dinner table in the evening and a
busy schedule has not stopped a huge
amount of Officers from deploying on
other tasks. Capt Pilcher has been
struggling into his lycra every day to
throw himself down icy runs in the name
of Bobsleigh and Capt Gates has been
spotted wandering around London in a
dish dash perfecting his Arabic in prepa-

The invisible man quickly tired of the poking game

ration for his upcoming sojourn away.
Capt Patel is due to finish his time in
Harrogate soon and is looking forward
to honing his Signals skills at the RSO
course before returning to take over
Command troop and everything that
goes beep in the Regiment.
Overall it has been a good year in the
Officers’ Mess. For many it is the first
time that they have been able to live in
and really enjoy their home since it was
refurbished over HERRICK 9, long may
that sentiment continue.
A.S

Chins’R’Us
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Warrant Officers’ and Sergeants’ Mess
The plan (that word again, I am sure it’s
real dictionary meaning is jinks) was to
have a wonderful home coming party in
the Mess soon after we had arrived back
in Germany. However, during the winter
the Mess had flooded and was in a
worse condition than when we took it
over. Nevertheless, we were not going
to dwell on our bad luck and decided to
use a venue outside camp to let our hair
down. WO2 Steve Boyles was tasked
to source a venue and arrange a party.
The Schutzen Halle in Paderborn was to
be the venue and a medieval theme was
decided. For those who turned up it
was a brilliant night with wonderful food
and plenty to drink. The medieval
games were a hit with husband and wife
alike; although it was muted that the
RSM cheated in the last game as he
knocked Mr Cunningham off a slippery
pole. The race was now on to get the
Mess re-decorated in time for Waterloo.
To be fair to the Garrison works, they did
a sterling job, finishing everything in very
quick time. This meant that we could go
ahead and have Waterloo in the Mess
and not in a marquee or the Officers’
Mess as was suggested.
Before going on POTL there was one
duty to perform, Cavalry Memorial
Weekend. The Warrant Officers were
there in force and to carry on the tradition, dinner with the General was
arranged. The morning of the parade in
Hyde Park there was a rumpus. General
Sir Jack had not been picked up from
the Club; apparently the Warrant Officers had been given the task. Everyone
looked at each other in bemusement as
no one had been told; if so it would have

been done. The RSM looked sheepish
and tried to defuse the situation; of
course the CO had been given a hard
time, so his anger was vented on the
confused group of Warrant Officers. Parade over, it was time to have some well
deserved leave.
The planning for Waterloo is rather
straightforward, except for the seating
plan. Three or four drafts are drawn up
before we can go to print. There is always someone that drops out or turns
up at the last minute; and if the seniority
is out, the author had better watch out.
Anyway, the preparations finished the
table as always looked resplendent;
thanks has to be given to Sgt Gloria
Davies and his staff for the help in get-

ting it all arranged. The night was a
great success, with an absolutely wonderful dinner and fabulous wine. The
band we had entertaining us through
dinner was from 2 RGR, who we had
been working with out in Afghanistan.
Everybody commented on their musical
performance, the little dance they did
was a complete bonus. Yet again it was
a long hard night, with the survivor’s
photo being taken at around 0630 hrs.
The end of the parades around Wales
and the Border Counties meant the handover of RSM. WO1 Tyson relinquished
his position and moved on to become
the RCMO. At this point I would like to
thank Jerome for his dedication towards
his job and to Mess life during his

General Mayall agrees to pay

The others tried not to laugh about the
blind man’s run-over dog
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Sgt Packer and the old and bold

tenure, and wish him all the best in his
new job. So a new chapter starts with
WO1 (RSM) Tim Jones moving up into
the esteemed position. A position the
RSM will relish, as he can get involved
in all aspects of Regimental life.
The next task for the Mess after returning from summer leave was preparing to
host the RCA. This was to be a weekend extravaganza and a large amount of
alcohol needed to be ordered. After a
long coach journey the RCA arrived on
the square, not quite raring to go straight
to the bar, but it was a good feeling
knowing they did not have to sit on the
coach for a few days. However, we
could not keep them away from the bar
for too long. Accommodation squared
away, and block jobs issued out by a
high ranking SQMS (Lt Col Brace); they
returned to the Mess. The Mess members braced themselves and a meal and
of course the bar awaited them. The

drinking and reminiscing went long into
the night, but there was no time for
slouching around in the morning. At
0900 hrs there was a Regimental brief
and then a visit to the Combined Arms
Tactical Trainer (CATT), for a mock battle
in the simulators. After returning a tour
of Dempsey Bks was conducted and a
friendly rugby match against the QRH
was played for the Regiment to show off
its 1st XV. Saturday afternoon offered if
needed a chance for a little rest, before
the next round of drinking began. The
evening brought everybody back together again; the chefs laid on a German
themed buffet and by now the bar stock
was being hit hard. At some point during the evening it was decided
that a tour of the other
bars was in
o r d e r.

First to be hit was the NAAFI, followed
by the Sqn bars. It was brilliant to see
the welcome the RCA had in each bar
and the junior ranks conversing and having a laugh with them. A young QRH Tpr
that decided to stay on after the rugby
was seen with a QDG tie on. When
quizzed as to why he had it, he replied
that he was having an outstanding night
and he had been talking to a member of
the RCA, who collected ties, and so he
offered the gentleman his tie. The RCA
member duly gave him his in return.
Back in the Mess, the chatter continued
and the bar again remained open long
into the early hours. The church service
on Sunday morning came very quickly
after the night before and the whole
event was a blur. The chefs yet again
produced a great spread for lunch and
then it was almost time for the RCA to
leave. However, the bar remained open
and many kept drinking to the end. The
coach was filled with duty frees, and as

Health and Safety in action

Safety, Health, Environment and Fire!
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the Mess waved goodbye; the coach
sounded more like a milk float with the
amount of bottles rattling on board. The
weekend was astounding, but the Mess
members were glad to see Sunday afternoon, the drinking marathon had to
come to an end.
There was no rest for the wicked, as a
week later the Mess dined out Capt’s
Coles, Greaney and John. The Mess
wishes them all the best and good luck
in their future appointments. Our livers
now had a slight reprieve before the
Mess hosted the QRH WOs’ and Sgts’
Mess on the 27th Nov. The Mess had
wanted to host QRH for sometime; although we were not prepared to have
them in the Mess until it had been properly decorated and brought up to the
standard of the Cavalry. The chefs produced some scrumptious canapés, and
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to the surprise of our guests a wonderful Irish themed meal. The QRH thoroughly enjoyed the evening, and the
social affinity between the two Cavalry
Messes is set to continue.
An early Christmas party on the 5th Dec
was the last bash of the year. WO2
Jason Wilcox and his Sqn were given
the task to organise the event. The
Mess and the tables were decorated in
an effective minimal Christmas theme,
with Mess members in Mess dress and
their guests in breathtaking party
dresses; it was another fantastic night to
be remembered.
The Mess looks forward to 2010 with
the view for new challenges, lavish parties and inevitably some dine outs.
SRC
WO1 Thomas’ ‘Professor Hawkin’ disguise nearly
worked

Corporals’ Mess
The year began with the Regiment returning from Op HERRICK, back to
Dempsey Barracks and this brought the
possibility of having a new Cpls’ Mess.
Unfortunately at this stage the process
of repairing the Mess had not even
started, indeed the mess was still in the
dilapidated state that was inherited in
December 2007. This, however, did not
put a damper on things and within a
month or so of being back, word came
out that the Mess would be given a full
refurbishment.
While all the planning was going on in
the background Cpl Kendall set to work
on organising the Cpls’ Mess summer
ball. Without a refurbished Mess as a
focus, this would take place on the Parade Square in the Regimental Marquee.
This turned out to be a good a very good
plan and the Marquee was soon looking
very much the part with a bar from the
NAAFI set up and the Kitchen laying on
a superb selection of food. The entertainment was also very good with a Drag
act and a disco to see out the remainder
of the night, overall a very successful
event.
Shortly after returning from summer
leave the repairs of the Mess started to
take place with hoards of contractors
coming in and out of camp. People were
tasked to draw up plans of how the
Mess would look on completion; these
were scrutinised during numerous Mess
meetings that were still taking place in
the Regimental Cinema while we waited
for our mess to be rebuilt. But the winter break was approaching fast so Cpl
Lavelle was tasked with making a start
on Organising the Christmas ball. This
came with the added complication that,

although we wanted to celebrate Christmas in our own mess there was no guarantee that the repairs would be
completed in time.
At last, during November, the repairs to
the Mess were finally finished and all
were keen to get in and have a look and
finally add the finishing touches to it by
placing in the Mess property. All would
probably agree that the Mess now looks
in great shape and all are pleased that
the Mess members finally have a place
to call their own.
The year finally ended with the Christmas Ball, a superb evening. Then after
the soldiers’ Christmas lunch, the Cpls’

hosted all the Tprs in the Mess for the
traditional Christmas fun and games
which were enjoyed by all who took part.
The mess also said welcome to a lot of
people throughout the year and as always said goodbye to others including
the outgoing PMC Sgt Davies who was
replaced by the current PMC, Cpl Farthing.
We all hope that the next year will be
even more successful than ever with the
new mess and the opportunity to hold
more functions and entertainment for all
the Mess members and their families.
Cpl Farthing

Cpl Farthing and Air Commodore Opie
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Regimental Sport and Adventurous Training
Sports Colours
WO2(RQMS)
WO2
SSgt
SSgt
LCpl
SSgt
Sgt

Jones
Pawlin-Gardner
Lockyer
Davies 527
Roberts
Jones 5578
Potts REME

Rugby
Rugby and Luge
Rugby
Rugby
Rugby
Football
Rugby coach

Rugby Football
Charity pre-season
match v Aberdare RFC
The first game of the season was a
friendly (or not so friendly once the whistle was blown!) fixture vs Aberdare RFC
while the Regiment were preparing for
the 50th Anniversary parade. This game
was a well fought contest up front
played on a somewhat damp surface. It
was the sheer grit and defensive discipline from QDG RFC that really made
the difference between the two sides.
Tpr Bobo made some scorching runs
down the wing as well as provided some
spectacularly hard hits; it was also good
to see Sgt ‘Butch’ Davies make his
come back to the game and was a presence that was certainly appreciated in
the final ten minutes! The game was not
won until the very last play when Tpr
Idzi, who had come off the bench, slotted a penalty kick from just inside the
half way line, end result Aberdare RFC 9
– QDG 10.

Tpr Bobo

And there he was....gone!

The atomic wedgy stopped Lt Russell in his tracks

Hug me higher

BA(G) 2009
After such a successful tour, word was
already spreading around the BA(G)
rugby circuit, that QDG were the team to
beat and strong contenders for the cup.
Our first game back on home soil would
be hosting a league fixture against QRH
on a pitch that was lined with supporters
and members of the Comrades Association. Even though we had to
make changes to our well
gelled Canada tour side,
we were able to replace

Lt Russell struggling to decide which of his legs to
kick with

and even strengthen our side with some
more experienced players. This led to a
convincing 24–8 win which was very fitting to a very successful weekend.
Our league fixtures would be put on hold,
while we concentrated on the game
against 28 Engr Regt in the first round of
the cup. Once again the sideline was lined
with supporters who were in good spirits
because of the game and the thought of
going on leave later that day. The away
side started stronger and scored the first

Chunk, use the truffle-shuffle
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The fat sailors watched the young seaman dance

try, however the game became scrappy
due to lack of discipline and both sides
were heavily penalised. But this suited our
side and with the loud cheering crowd behind us we came out stronger in the second half and ended up winning 17–7.
For the next round of the cup (the quarter finals) we had to travel down the road
to Barker Barracks and face a forward
orientated 35 Engr team who started off
very strongly and were leading 11–0 at
half time. As we got together during the
interval and were spurred on by the
RSM W01 Jones and SSgt ‘bongo’
Davies we certainly felt as though we
were finally ‘off the bus’ and ready to put
in the performance we knew we were
capable of. The travelling supporters
and the CO were not disappointed with
a display of open running rugby and
clinical play in the pack resulting in a
31–11 victory.
For the semi finals we travelled to a very
wet and cold Fallingbostol to face
4 SCOTS. We were well aware of the
test they were going to provide us with

having watched them play QRH the previous week. They were going to be a
physical side, but this was quickly shut
out of our minds and had our eyes firmly
set on the final and the protection of our
unbeaten run. Players were allowed to
return early from exercise to strengthen
our team to give us the best possible
chance of winning. The game was untidy as expected due to the conditions
and the first half came to a 0–0 close,
with fly hacking and the rolling maul very
much being the order of the day. In the
second half Tpr Morris managed to
cross the line for the only score of the
game after copious amounts of possession and pressure. For the final minutes,
and an injury time that seemed to last
forever, we were pinned on our try line.
We defended like animals and put our
bodies on the line to keep our five point
margin and held the score line at 5–0.
The final against Scots DG was to be
held on neutral ground at Gutersloh.
Both teams were ready and eager to get
the game underway and were backed by
a large mob of travelling fans. From the
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QDG v Aberdare RFC

moment the game started we knew
what a challenging game this was going
to be. A strong Fijian contingent of the
Scots DG side were fast off the mark
and put us on the back foot quickly,
crossing the line frequently in the first
quarter of the game. Even though we
started to claw the game back, missing
key players and injuries led to us looking outclassed. Even though the game
ended in a loss we could still hold our
heads high and be proud and look back
at what a successful winning streak we
had and the great performances we had
produced.
Since the BA (G) final, LCpl ‘Chunk’
Davies and LCpl Roberts have been selected to represent the BA(G) side and
the Regiment are due to compete in the
Army Community Shield competing
against UK based sides. It has been a
hugely successful season for the Rugby
club and with such a large number of
players turning up to training and young
talent coming through, next season
looks to be another successful one.

Regimental Football
The start of the 2009 season saw a minimal fixture list for QDG football until all
had returned from all their post tour
leave. Nevertheless training started in
earnest, and with much canvassing by
the senior members, notably SSgt Jones
5578 and Sgts Costello and Gallacher;

the squad of over thirty potential players
was put together and registered by the
Army Football Association. The average
age dropping massively thanks to so
many new players, which means that
there is healthy competition for places,
and also that the senior members can

Cpl Taylor, Sgt Kane RE, Sgt Bell, Sgt Hanson

concentrate on coaching rather than
playing, to their relief!
A good training plan as been put together allowing the squad to practice, at
times conflicting with squadron fitness
plans, but overall those who can attend

Cpl Bancroft, Cpl Jones 264, Sgt Davies 119,
Sgt Homer
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have done so with the right attitude and
energy. Two friendlies were played to
allow those new to the game to get a
feel for the type of football played in the
Army; somewhat different to Sunday
league and pub teams.

Sgt Davies 962, Cpl Riley

The first friendly so us play 3 Bn REME
away on what was probably one of the
hottest days in September, a good start
saw us hold our own against a far senior
side; but unfortunately youth over age
does not always pay and we succumbed
to a 5 – 2 loss. The second friendly against
the QRH, current Cavalry Cup holders, on
a colder autumn afternoon meant a good
display competing in all areas until the last
ten minutes when some over eager tackling by us and some well taken goals,
meant yet again a 5–2 loss, hopefully not
the start of things to come.
The first round of the Army Cup meant a
trip to 35 Engr in Paderborn; the game
and individual performances by Tpr
Trudgill and LCpl Fisher, was a truer reflection of the type of football that can be
played by the squad and we came away
very disappointed having been very unlucky to concede a goal in injury time.

The 2009/2010 Cavalry Cup competition
has this year meant that we are already
into the Germany final having received a
bye into the next round and await the
winner between QRH and Scots DG,
perhaps the tide of good luck is finally
coming to QDG FC. We may have some
good news in next year’s journal!
The future continues to look bright for
QDG football; we are hoping to continue
to play at all levels with possible friendlies against some local German sides,
Hodson’s Horse competition and a trip
to the Mini world cup in Holland.
Finally a thank you to WO2 Mark Evans
and Cardiff City FC for the donation of a
football strip and training gear and congratulations to SSgt “Sheep” Jones 5578
on being awarded his Regimental colours.

Regimental Cycling
Interest in cycling within the Regiment
has continued to grow and the team has
been involved in a number of events
since our return from Op HERRICK 9.
These include a mountain bike trip to
Spain, three road races, an epic one-day
event in South Wales and two mountain
bike races during the latter end of the
year. The road racing season kicked off
at the end of April with four lap race
around the airfield in PRB Gutersloh, the
first three laps were completed as a
group riding at a speed of around 38Kph
and then the final lap completed in best
effort time. Covering a total distance of
around 45 Km the race proved a bit of a
wake up call for those who had just returned from tour.
With POTL and parades dominating
June and July their was little time for
cycling however, ever on the lookout for a man test, Capt Tyson
spotted a 117 mile one-day event
over the Black Mountains during
our stay in Maindy Barracks. It

looked like the ideal fix, but six and a half
hours in the saddle later, climbing more
hills than I care to remember and after an
embarrassing ‘over the handlebars’
crash he was relieved to finish the day in
one piece!
The second race in June also used the
flat circuit of the airfield but in a slightly
different format. There were now sprints
over parts of the 45 Km course which
made for a much more interesting race.
As with all the races, competitors can
ride any bike they choose, as long it is
safe, but credit must go to Cfn Noel (B
Sqn) who battled through the day on a
rusty mountain bike; despite being
lapped three times he still managed to
make the finish line.
The final road bike race of the year was
a 60Km team time trial around the
range road in Fallingbostel. QDG
were the 13th team to start and at
least 4 of our 5 riders had to
cross the finish line together. We

Numbness stops you smiling
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started at a fast pace to keep warm in
the cold morning air but quite soon we
had to slow down in order to finish with
all of the riders. The route was completed in just under two hours, a very respectable time for our first attempt.
With the winter months bringing the in
inevitable bad weather the road bikes
are swapped for mountain bikes. The
first race took place in Hameln, three
laps totalling 20km on a course that was
very muddy and with very technical

downhill sections. Tpr Haines (B Sqn)
won first prize for his age group, not bad
considering it was his first race, and he
was riding a Marktkauf-special bike
complete with lights and side stand!
The last race of the year took place took
place in December on the Bielefeld ridge
covering 24Km over two laps. This
course appealed to the racing snakes,
with steep hills, fast single track and
forestry roads. Sgts Homer and Hansen
(C Sqn) gave racing a go for the first time
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and did well, both placing in the top 15.
With more races and events planned for
2010 anyone in the Regiment that likes
to keep fit but is bored of running should
consider cycling as an alternative.
Whether you are interested in the technical skill of mountain biking or the
sense of achievement gained on completing a long distance road event, if you
get the bug you won’t look back.
JDJT

Judo
Since our return from Op HERRICK 9 the
Regiment has discovered a new sport
that started to spread fast among a lot
of the lads, even the newer guys who
have just joined the Regiment from
Phase 2 training.
Thanks to SSgt Hockley, who has been
doing Judo since he could walk, the
Regiment now has a Judo squad that
consists of many ages and weight
classes. The Regiment has not previously had a Judo Team because it has
always lacked an instructor. Now, however, we have been able to start from
scratch and we have also found quite a
lot of previous Judo experience among
soldiers who used to do judo prior to
joining the Army back.
Every three months there is an Army
Judo Skills Course set in Aldershot, this

LCpl Sloane and SSgt Hockley

is where the team can go away and
learn new skills and different techniques
from other instructors as well as SSgt
Hockley., These courses also allow individuals to get graded up to a higher
skill level and change their belt colour.

LCpl Sloane and
Tpr Jamieson

A lot of the lads have come and gone
tried and tested, a few get put out of the
sport for a short time due to injuries but
still come and take part on our weekly
training days which run on a Wednesday
afternoon and a Thursday evening. The
sport has also been introduced to the
Squadrons as a PT lesson taking over
Combat Conditioning and has made a
high recruiting level to the team.

Tpr Griffiths

We are hoping to enter several teams
later on this year into the Army Novice
Championships held in Aldershot and
hopefully bring back some medals.
LCpl Sloan

Powerlifting
This year has seen a steady progression
in Powerlifting in Germany with many
new participants becoming involved in
the sport. Some 10 QDG soldiers have
taken up the sport, amongst them Sgt
Davies 119 (Butch), LCpl Richardson,
Tpr Giles, Tpr Roberts (PTI), Tpr Farrant.

As I signed off last year Sgt Owen and
Capt Powell had been invited back to
represent BA(G) at the Army Bench
Press Championships where Sgt Owen
came 2nd in the 90kg Class with a press
of 135 kg and Capt Powell came 2nd
with a bench of 147.5 kg in the Under
125 kg class.

Having already had the BA(G) Push and
Pull (Bench Press and Deadlift), the season moved onto the Full Power Competition which comprises all three
disciplines; Squat, Bench Press and
Deadlift. It was encouraging to see that
having been to the same competition the
previous year which had only 10 lifters
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Capt Powell wins first prize in the beetroot
impersonation competition

Op Libre gets heavy

Tpr Giles with 160 kg

there were now 27 including 5 females.
QDG got a 3rd in the Under 82.5 kg category with Tpr Farrant, a 2nd in the Under
90 kg group from Cpl Hughes, a 1st and
2nd in the Under 100 kg for Sgt Owen
and Tpr Giles respectively and finally a
1st and 2nd in the Under 125 kg class for
Capt Powell and Sgt Davies 119.
With such success in this competition
and so many people asking what was
next, the idea of a Team Competition
was put together. This time we saw another 36 lifters, with over half of them lifting for the first time, again showing that
interest in this sport is growing all the
time. Although we had no team win we
did have 5 QDG lifters at this event and
during a busy QDG period.
Now to the UK Army season which saw
both Capt Powell and Sgt Unsworth
head to Folkestone in November as part
of a small BA(G) Team to attend the
Army Full Power (all disciplines) Competition. Having driven back in a Minibus
and negotiated the ferry and high winds
we got in late, were up early the following morning to weigh in prior to the competition. Having weighed in and waited
for the lighter categories to lift it was finally our turn, we both managed personnel bests (PB’s) in our Squat, were
ok on our Bench Press and again hit
PB’s on our Deadlift, our final lifts are
shown below:
This gave an overall result of Capt Powell (2nd) and Sgt Unsworth (4th) in the
under 125 kg category in a competition
which saw 8 lifters in this category and
77 lifters overall.
Name

LCpl Richardson

The sport of Powerlifting and Strongman
are certainly up and coming, during
these busy times individuals can get in
the Gym or train to keep themselves fit
and strong. As yet this sport is recognised by the Army Sports Board but as
yet not authorised meaning no funding,
it is hoped that this will change in 2010
as more people get involved and the
sport gains wider notice.
Of note an Army Physical Training Corps
(APTC) WO2 who recently got into this
sport stated ‘As a serving member of the
APTC I can not stress the importance of
supporting/competing in Army sport at
any time, however given the current operational physical demands on our solders, physical strength has never been
so important to supporting the Army’s
main mission.’ Powerlifting is one of
only a few sports that directly support
the requirements asked of a modern
British Army Soldier: Powerlifting =

Squat

Bench Press

Deadlift

Overall Total

Sgt Unsworth

160 kgs*

122.5 kgs

215 kgs*

497.5 kgs

Capt Powell

155 kgs*

142.5 kgs

240 kgs*

537.5 kgs

Physical Strength i.e the ability to carry
your own bodyweight and equipment.
I hope that as we get into the New Year
and the first competition the Bench
Press in early February 2010 to start the
season off, I can again encourage some
more new and young lifters to this sport
and show that it is not just for the larger
and bigger individuals like myself so
wish me luck and I will update you in
next year’s Journal.
GP

Denotes Personnel Best - *
Sgt Owen deadlifting his way to winning the
BA(G) Power
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A Trip to Strong Man
I wrote last year about a Strongman
Event which was the Thakeham Village
(Drug free)Strongman Competition held
annually in Sussex. I turned up to the
village green full of trepidation with 11
other competitors for the competition
having received the event list below:
Event
No
Event
1

2

3
4
5
6

Carry 100 kg barrel 20 meters
and drag 250 kg of builders stack
20 meters.
Overhead press, various items
and barrels 70 kg, 90 kg, 100 kg,
105 kgs.
7.5 Tonne Tractor Pull over 20
meters.
100 kg Atlas stone – 75 secs for
as many lifts as possible
Yoke of 260 kg 20 meters then
300 kg for 20 meters.
Medley Event – 100 kg Farmers
Walk over 20 meters, 350 kg Tyre
flip 3 reps, 100 kg Atlas stone lift
once.

Event 1 was the Load and Drag but after
a reasonable but nervous start, I came a
respectable 3rd at which point my
nerves clamed down. Event 2 was the
overhead pressing I managed the first 3
items but could not lock out the 4th; I
did however end up joint 1st.
Event 3 was the 7.5 Tonne Tractor Pull in
a harness which I was looking forward
to, this was a very hard-fought event but
the experience of other competitors
showed and I was beaten into 3rd with a
time of 34.74 secs over 20 meters, only
8 tenths of a second splitting us up.
Event 4, the well known Atlas Stone
which many of us have seen on TV every

Capt Powell puts his balls on the line

Yoke with 260 Kg to be carried 20 m

year, our weight was 100kg which we
had to lift onto a platform as many times
as possible in 75 secs, I had never lifted
one but having watched one or two others go first managed to lift the stone 6
times giving me another joint 1st with
one other competitor.

but as I managed the 3rd flip he was on
his second, so I raced forward to the
Atlas happy. I will try to go back to
Thakeham to compete in the 2010 competition.

The penultimate event was a Yoke
Frame which was loaded up with 260
kg, you pick it up on your shoulders
(similar to a Squat) and walk with it 20
meters at which point the weight was
raised to 300 kg to return down the
course, I managed the first 20 meters
and got about 7–8 meters back down
the course with 300 kgs on my shoulders when the time ran out.
This then set me up nicely for the final
event the Medley and I wanted to go out
on a high and I was 2nd and 4 points
adrift of my nearest rival. All I could
hope was that he scored really badly
and all I could do was ensure I did my
best against him. First in the medley
was the farmers walk where we had two
railway sleepers (at 100kg in each hand)
to carry 20 meters, which I had no trouble with and was slightly ahead before
moving onto a 350kg Tyre to be flipped
3 times, again this took a lot out of me

Capt Powell attempts to eat the world’s largest Jammie Dodger

I have now created a lot of the Strongman kit for our own Gym in an effort to
get more people involved. I have made a
loading platform in the gym with 2 Atlas
Stones which I managed to purchase
and pick up during the QDG 50th period,
the first stone weighs in at 105 kg and
the second 150 kg. The latter has yet to
be lifted but we all need something to
aim for don’t we and it will get lifted this
year. We also have some Farmers Bars,
Yoke and various Tyres as all the equipment is there and I hope to have our first
Army Germany Competition during
2010.
The sports of Powerlifting and Strongman are certainly up and coming, during
these busy times we may not always be
able to get 15 guys for Rugby or 11 for
Football but you can always get to a
Gym and train and there’s always something to lift or carry!
GP
Farmer’s walk with
105Kg in each hand
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Alpine Skiing
A ten man team set off from Dempsey
Barracks to take part in Ex WHITE
KNIGHT XXVI and the RAC Championships in Verbier, Switzerland. The journey went without any problems and
Captain Charlesworth attempted to beat
his previous best effort to the resort and
according to Cpl Lang he was not far off
it! Unfortunately on arrival there was no
snowat Verbier and one side of the
mountain was bare, but our luck was to
change and we had a huge dump on the
third day enabling the training to start in
good time.
On the first day all skiers assembled at
the top the Le Cheux slope and a ‘ski
off’ took place with all skiers split down
into their appropriate groups. For Tpr
Mokuoane it was his first real experience
of snow and on the same day he was
making his way down the mountain on
a set of skis. The first four weeks were
spent in our groups, training and spending most of the day up the mountain
learning new techniques and, for some
of us, getting to grips with longer skis!
As ever, the Swiss ski school instructors
were fantastic and ensured the instruction was challenging and enjoyable
throughout our time with them. Tpr
Symonds, as a novice, showed great
potential and was bumped up four
groups in the first few weeks and was already beginning to line himself up for
best novice in race week.
During pole training and practice runs
QDG did extremely well with 4 skiers in
the top ten out of some 120 racers,

LCpl Jones 470 and LCpl Hatton sharing an aprés-ski refreshment

meaning that if they had been the real
thing we would have been in for several
pieces of silver. Sadly the team had a bad
spate of luck in the run up to race week
with the loss of Lt Hoenich, who suffered
a bad fall on his shoulder and had to
leave the team and get operated on back
in the U.K. Then it was only days later
when Lt Renshaw managed to slice his
knee open with a somewhat rusty edge,
also needing an operation. Several junior
members were forced to step up to the
‘A’ team and, despite valiant efforts all
round, we were not too successful with
the final results. Capt Charlesworth and
LCpl Hatton showed their experience
and both finished within the top 15. Tpr
Symonds was awarded the best novice
and won a brand new pair of race skis at
the final prize-giving, which the CO and
General Mayall also attended.
After the final prize-giving it was time to
say good-bye to Lt Roberts, LCpl Jones

470 and Tpr Mokuoane, leaving 6 to
carry on to the Divisional Championships in Les Contemene in France.
The competition was fierce with a noticeably higher standard of skiing. Tpr
Symonds still proved to be exceptionally
good for a novice and came second in
that category. Capt Charlesworth and
LCpl Hatton continued to compete in
the top third and, with Lt Renshaw still
hampered by injury we were looking like
we may not qualify for the Army Championships however a strong performance by Cpl Lang secured the teams
place and the four of us carried on to
Sere Chevalier, also in France and sadly
sending Lt Russell and Tpr Symonds
back to Germany with the Nordic team.
At the Army Championships the standard increases yet further and although
an incredible experience we never managed to seriously threaten the top
seeds. The Grand Finale was the downhill race which is a previous world cup
course where we all managed speeds in
excess of 100Kph across the finish line!
All in all the QDG Alpine Ski Team had a
fantastic trip and managed to bring a
new sport to some of the junior members who had never experienced it before and are already looking forward to
next season.
HR

Lt Renshaw launching
himself from the starting
block
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Nordic Ski Team

Amazing photo-finish

Lycra, hills and a lot of fitness are not
generally things to tempt people to
spend some of their hard earned cash in
order to get away from Regimental life
but thankfully this year 12 people took
the plunge to try a brand new sport and
test themselves in all the different disciplines of Nordic Skiing. As a completely
novice team set off to train in Les Diablerets, Switzerland for the first time in
late November there was no snow to be
seen and roller skis looked to be the preferred option.
Luckily enough on arrival in Switzerland
the snow started to fall and
Tpr Mitchell
the team was met by
J e a n - M a r i e
Schlaubitz,
our
chief
instructor
and host for the
next 3 weeks who
very quickly and
yet politely realised
that the task ahead
of him was fairly
large. Fortunately he
had at his side Se-

bastian Testuz, a Swiss Junior Biathlon
Team member and between the two of
them they started the process of taking
us from zero to uphill, spandex clad heroes in the space of three weeks.
For those, much like the team in November, who have no idea what Nordic
Skiing involves here’s a small précis.
There are two skiing disciplines, skating
(like ice skating on skis) and classic (running on skis in tracks). Add to this carrying a .22 rifle on your back and having
to shoot targets from both the prone and
standing positions having been racing
and you will begin to get an idea of the
number of techniques to master in order
to succeed. Thankfully the instructors
set to it straight away with basic lessons
of balancing and technique. Tpr Speed
began to live up to his name from the
outset by being rapid downhill before
falling over so many times in the first 30
minutes that his ski snapped in half!
Over the next three weeks the team
quickly got a lot fitter, 5 people gave up
smoking and talent became apparent in

Snow-blindness was no advantage

nearly every individual. Tpr Edge soon
became the front runner in skating with
Tpr Maunder not far behind in both disciplines. In a bid to mirror Sebastian’s
training regime the team spent two days
in the World Cycling Centre in nearby
Aigles working on power and agility in a
world class facility. A lot of time was
spent on ranges learning to combine fast
racing with accurate shooting, practice
that would be vital when it came to having to ski extra laps for every missed target in a race. Tpr Armishaw quickly
established himself as a calm and deadly
weapon regularly hitting every target with
nothing more than a shrug of the shoulder and a flicker of a heartbeat. Tprs
Ford and Morris showed particular skill
in anything downhill, preferably involving
self made jumps, with great examples of
balance, agility and gymnastics!
Armed with these new skills the team left
Les Diablerets behind, much to the pity
of one bar owner and his Karaoke
nights, in order to have short period of
Christmas leave before reconvening and
driving to Austria for the RAC, RA and

The nordic version of ‘The Usual Suspects’ was rubbish

1st QDG Doc 2009__Layout 1 28/04/2010 15:57 Page 54

54
AAC races in Hochfilzen. Having skied
away the mild excesses of New Year’s
Eve the team quickly took to the track
for the first races. Hochfilzen is a World
Cup Circuit, a fact that soon became apparent by the severe hills, tight corners
and technical areas that provided a very
steep introduction to the team racing.
As the week went on real progress was
seen with Tprs Griffiths, Edge and
Speed leading the QDG field in nearly
every discipline. Some of the sharp
downhill corners provided plenty of opportunity for £250 to be won on ‘You’ve
been Framed’ with Tprs Mitchell and
Griffiths as well as Lts Ruggles-Brise
and ‘Stacko Jacko’ Jackson tending to
spend a significant amount of time off
the track rather than on.
At the end of the racing the team left
Hochfilzen buoyed by Tpr Griffiths’s victory as best RAC Youth Novice and
headed to Les Contamines, France for
the 1 UK Div Championships. Here we
met up with our Alpine counterparts for
another 10 days of racing and had the
opportunity to watch some semi professional teams race past us! Despite

1st The Queen’s Dragoon Guards
being the only novice team at the Divs
Team QDG performed well and progressed steadily throughout the competitions unfortunately missing the cut for
the Armies by one place. Tpr Griffiths
added to his previous success winning
the prize for overall best Youth Novice in
the Division and being picked to go forward to the Armies himself. The culmination of the Divs is the Military Patrol
race, a 25km patrol with military tasks,
shooting and navigation all assessed.
Team QDG entered two teams with Lt
Matthews and 2Lt Sambrook taking the
lead and claiming victory over the QRH
and narrowly missing out to Scots DG.
All in all this season has set a very good
base for the future of Nordic Skiing
within the Regiment. The team was very
generously sponsored by Henderson
Risk Management, a relationship that is
planned to continue for the foreseeable
future and should enable QDG soldiers
to make the most of the year round opportunities to train and compete at a
very high level. Training is planned to
continue throughout the year so that the
team can arrive at next year’s competi-

tions with a headstart and convert the
enthusiasm and progress of this season
into real results.
CER-B

The first week was conducted in HinterTux in Austria where the team trained
under instruction. For the novices it
started with learning to stand on a board
but by the end of the week they were able

to ride, turn and stop with control and for
the experienced boarders within the
team, lessons on advanced techniques in
speed, turning, jumping and off-piste riding. This was all taught by the ever faith-

The ‘B’ Team pushes on to the end

Snowboarding
November 2009 was the start of Exercise SNOW JACK which is the Army
Snowboarding Championships. The
QDG team this year consisted of Capt
Seys, Capt Mildinhall, LCpls Ewbank,
Jenkins, King and Tprs Reilly, Farrell,
Griffiths, Evans and Jamieson. The Exercise was broken down into 2 parts;
one week training followed by 2 weeks
of competitions. More importantly it
was the first time for some of us on the
snow and up a huge mountain!

QDG Snowboarding team – Legends!

LCpl Ewbank
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LCpl King – apparently it’s called ‘Air’
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Tpr Griffiths airborne in the Slopestyle competition

ful and seriously fast Mr Mickey Taunton
who is an ex-soldier himself.
Once the training was out the way it was
time to move on to Stubai where the
Army Snowboarding Championships
take place every year. During the first
three days there are seeding races
which place the riders in order from top
to bottom. The novices compete in the
Giant Slalom, Parallel Giant slalom and
the Boarder Cross. As for the open competition which is all personnel that have
boarded before, they compete in the
Parallel Giant Slalom, the Boarder Cross
and the Slopestyle. For those who have
never seen Boarder Cross before it consists of 4 riders going down the same
course, complete with jumps and
ditches whilst fighting each other off and
is most of the rider’s favourite event.
This was made even worse for LCpl
Jenkins who was promoted from
Trooper, much to his surprise, just before
he was due to ride the course!
Before any of the above competitions
take place there is training to teach the
best practices to the course, familiarization of the track and key safety points.
The days are hard (especially with our in-

The newly-promoted LCpl Jenkins presenting the ‘good bloke’ award

structor!) and long with temperatures as
low as minus 22 and as the competitions
became harder the strain started to take
its toll, injuries started to mount up, and
several members of the team got hurt.
However, these injuries receive first class
treatment from the Doctor and Physio
helping keep the riders on the slopes.
With all the above this year has been a
success with team placing high within
both the novice and open champi-

onships with two members being offered the chance to try out in joining the
Armoured Corps team and one member
to try for the Army team. Overall QDG
team placed second in the Regimental
competition and for next year we are
looking strong with a solid skill base and
hope to knock the Engineers off the top
spot. It has been a great adventure for
all that took part and a much need break
after OP HERRICK 9.
Tpr Andrew Reilly

2009/2010 Bobsleigh Season
After returning from Op HERRICK 9 in
May Capt Pilcher took up the opportunity of a lifetime; to train for a chance to
represent Great Britain in the 2010 Winter Games in Vancouver at the sport of
Bobsleigh. The QDGs have a strong tradition in the discipline, producing a number of Olympians over the past decades.
In February he used his operational tour
leave to compete in the Army and InterServices championships, the results
gained at these events made him eligible
for the national team trials which commenced over the summer months. After
moving to Aldershot to focus purely on
training, his performance rocketed. In

the July trials, despite a minor injury, he
tested well and was ranked third
amongst the drivers. In September he
matched this feat and pushed, ran and
lifted well enough in testing to be considered as a brakeman for the games.
Capt Picher was eventually selected to
race for Great Britain on the Europe Cup
international circuit as driver of GB3.
There were only two driver spots at the
games up for grabs so results would be
crucial, with final selection for Vancouver
being decided in January in Cesena, Italy.
The first race of the season was in Igls,
Austria where a forgiving track required

Feel the rhythm....Feel the ride!
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Too much time spent
in the Gym meant that
Capt Pilcher didn’t fit

a strong start to secure any chance of
success. Unfortunately the brakeman,
sports science student Martin Cooper,
was suffering a dead leg from a protruding bolt in the sled and the team did not
achieve a competitive start. However,
they still came down only a small margin behind GB2.
The next stop on the circuit was Konigsee,
southern Germany. The track lay amongst

It’s so nice to meet you...do you know
which way we are supposed to go?

idyllic snow topped peaks in the shadow
of a mountain that was crested by Hitler’s
Eagles Nest. The track itself however, had
a fierce reputation, with the famous Echo
Kurve producing a G force of around 6.5.
This has the effect of inducing nose
bleeds, and worse, for the brakeman as
the sled hurtles through the corner at over
130kph. After starting 3 tenths of second
down on GB2 on race day, Capt Picher
finished only 5 hundredths behind. In real
terms a matter of a few centimetres. However, another German track followed, Winterberg, this time things would go
differently. The pair managed to start comparatively quicker and achieved their aim
of beating GB2, even coming within two
tenths of second of GB1.
With one race to go before the Christmas break the margins remain close be-

Officers’ Spurs Course 2009
The week began with various lessons on
basic husbandry, as we would spend the
rest of the week looking after our horses
from grooming them in the morning and
evenings to mucking them out and feeding them. Therefore a basic understanding of the animals and their needs
was necessary. In the afternoon we had
our first riding lesson, which was to say
the least a little tame. However, as we
only had five days on course, the pace
was to pick up rapidly.
We were at the stables by 8 am and
were mucking out and grooming in time
for our first of two lessons of the day.
This was to be a confirmatory lesson before the afternoon’s lesson which was
focused on getting us jumping. The

tween all the crews and results will be
closely scrutinised by the GB selection
committee. The next race takes place in
Altenberg, the secret training venue of
the DDR on the German Czech boarder.
The track, only discovered by the West
after the wall of the Berlin wall, was constructed and used in secret in the eighties and was designed specifically as a
hybrid of the worlds most demanding
and dangerous corners, with four man
bobs typically reaching top speeds of up
to 160kph.
The Europe Cup continues after Christmas and in the event of Capt Picher not
qualifying for the games he aims to take
part in the World Junior Championships
in St Moritz.
HP
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Wow, that’s high..next stop the National

morning went by very quickly and in no
time at all we were back in the ring and
ready to start jumping. We had all done
a ‘spurs course’ at Bovington whilst
there but this was for some of us over
two years ago, so none of us had
jumped recently. First up went Mr Renshaw who, of all of us, has done the
most riding, having had his own horses
as a child. We all looked in for what we
hoped would be a very funny fall, but
was in fact a near perfect demonstration. Next up it was Mr Jackson. This
was to be the beginning of a rather
painful afternoon and he was very
quickly off the horse and on the ground.
However, he remounted (with a little help
from the instructor) and was attempting
it again. This time Monopoly (the horse)
refused and it was all Mr Jackson could
do to cling to his neck and stay on. He
made his fourth attempt but was by no
means secure. Much to his chagrin Mr
Jackson was the only one to come off or
indeed appear to have much difficulty.
Even Mr Garland was able to get his
horse moving and over the (very low)
jump since he had been given a whip.
Then we changed tack and were at it
again. Once again Mr Jackson managed
a fairly spectacular fall and was promptly
back off around for a second attempt.
By the end of the lesson it was Mr Jackson 3 jumps Monopoly 3 throws and
countless refusals. However, Mr Jackson was not the only one to be thrown.
Much to the groups’ delight Mr Renshaw was thrown on his penultimate
jump, when his horse refused and he
went over the top. Not content with
throwing her rider she stepped back so
that when he hit the ground, he hit the
bar instead.
The week continued on much the same
vein. We would arrive at the stables
early to muck out and then groom the

In case you were wondering, the one with the brains
has four legs
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Capt Mildinhall struggles in the horse-carrying
competition

It was interesting to see RHQ’s ‘bright ideas’ laid out in full

horses before a lesson in which Mr
Jackson would invariably be thrown.
However, as the week progressed the
bars were raised slightly and we all became that much more confident. On the
Thursday, the day before the ‘passing
off’ in front of the Colonel and Squadron
Leaders, we were taken for a hack; the
first and last bit of non-military riding.
We were then back in time to groom the
horses and ensure that they were going
to be ready for the big day.
On Friday we arrived at the stables early
in order to get everything ready for the
inspection before we changed into our
service dress and jodhpurs. If we had
thought that mounting the military way
was difficult in polo-shirts, in Service
Dress it was near impossible. However,
the inspection went well and we were
then off around the ring showing off our
new found skills. Unfortunately it did not
go quite as well as was hoped and Mr
Jackson found himself involuntarily dis-

mounting when, cantering around the
ring, his boots came out of the stirrups
and he was unable to hold on. The first
faller of the day. The horses must have
known that we were being assessed because they decided to refuse at the
jumps and it took most of us several attempts to get them over. The jumps
were the last part of the assessment and
Mr Mildenhall and Mr Garland, both of
whom had remained secure in their saddles for the whole week found that they
had to cling on. Mr Mildenhall managed
to save himself by clinging on to his
horses neck but Mr Garland found himself hitting the floor at a little bit of
speed. Despite this, the assessment
went well, the observers had only come
to watch us fall and they weren’t disappointed. There is now much more interest within the Regiment for the
equestrian side of things and we are
hoping to get some of the soldiers onto
a similar course in the near future.
RJHJ
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Canada Rugby Tour 2009
The Rugby Club was lucky enough to
tour Canada in June as part of decompression and more importantly as a
much needed bit of pre season training
and a chance to begin to build what has
become a strong depth of talent within
the club. Due to time constraints, the
squad of 30 players had limited time to
train or prepare for the tour, so there was
an air of anticipation of how successful
the squad would perform on this tour.
However, the Commanding Officer
made it perfectly clear that he expected
the usual attributes to be displayed on
and off the pitch that portrays the Regiment’s excellent reputation as a strong
and devoted bunch of soldiers. This was
certainly achieved with four wins out of
four and many friends and memorable
times made throughout the two weeks.

and began the tour in high spirits. We
arrived in Toronto in the early morning
and duly moved into our first hotel which
was well located in the centre of the city.
Due to there being a game on the following day we had a quick training session that afternoon then a well needed
early night after hours of travelling. Unfortunately when we arrived to play our
first game on the Wednesday against
Toronto Saracens it was called off due
to the bad weather and the pitch being
deemed unplayable. Although there was
a sense of disappointment we were relieved because we felt slightly tired and
not 100% ready. On arrival back at the
hotel the majority of the team decided
not to be too disheartened about the
cancelled game and decided to explore
the local nightlife.

We assembled on the Regimental
Square in the early hours on Tuesday
16th June, dressed appropriately in our
tour tracksuits courtesy of Cpl ‘ankles’
Thomas. With a somewhat long and
drawn out journey in restricted
minibuses we arrived at Gatwick airport

We managed to locate the Toronto University sports pitches which were just a
walk away from the hotel and provided us
with a more than suitable training ground
for a few days before our much awaited
first game. The training sessions were
quite high tempo but the team adjusted
well and there were the first signs that the
tour was going to be a successful one
with the team moulding well together.
Our first game
was an evening
kick off against
Markham RFC, about an
hours drive out of Toronto
in a school bus! After
training well together we
were all well focused for
the game and desperately

wanted a win to start the tour. The game
was immensely tough, at times not terribly pretty and occasionally fractious, but
the team stuck close and played well for
each other. Tpr Tukana and Tpr Morris
both made impressive debuts for the
Regiment stealing ball in the rucks and
making some powerful runs and on occasions tackles that were heard on the
sidelines. It was a well fought contest
and the Regiment recorded a well deserved victory winning 22–12. As ever
the squad performed well in the ‘third
half’ in the club house with ‘bread of
heaven’ being enjoyed by all!
After nursing a few bruises, and a few
sore heads, the following two days were
free to explore the city of Toronto. Most
of the team took this opportunity to go
sightseeing or shopping and buy any
gifts or kit that they required. Some of
the team decided that visiting the famous Hooters Bar was more their cup of
tea and the Officers visited the world’s
current tallest structure and enjoyed
some refreshing cocktails at the top of
Canada’s National (C.N.) tower.

I’m a little
teapot...

It only took three attempts

Lt Roberts and Capt Carroll

Yet another failed attempt by QDG to join the
Chippendales

Tpr Morris

1st QDG Doc 2009__Layout 1 26/04/2010 15:54 Page 59

1st The Queen’s Dragoon Guards

59
lives during conflicts since World War
One including statues to honour their
Victoria Cross (VC) winners. Once we
had discussed the Canadian involvement during recent conflicts we took a
walk over to the Parliament building and
had a brief about basic Canadian history
and also looked at the impressive Eternal flame.

Capt Gates gets the usual response from an ‘O’ Group

On the Sunday was the rearranged
game where upon the squad recorded a
comfortable 65–7 win against Toronto
Saracens RFC. We started to play some
excellent rugby and managed to get our
set pieces in the forwards to work along
with our backline showing off some
fancy moves. However, as the score line
shows, the opposition did not provide
the sternest of tests but this game allowed us to play some of our younger
players (and Captain Charlesworth)
some more game experience.
Following Torronto we endured a long
bus journey to Ottawa and settled into a
somewhat more upmarket and comfortable hotel. We travelled to the suburban

Catching the school-bus to Markham

fringe of Ottawa to play Barrhaven Scottish RFC who proved to be the hardest
team we had faced so far, and certainly
the best pitch we had come across. It
was fast flowing, barbarian-like and an
end to end action packed game. Lt
Hoenich battled hard up front and Lt
Russell and Captain Gates managed to
make some line breaking runs in the
centres which made it hard for Barrhaven Scottish to get back in the game.
Even though our team was drained from
both the heat and the impact of this
being our third game we were still victorious with a 37–29 win. After such an arduous game the squad was eager to
celebrate and this was kick started by
an excellent BBQ hosted by Barrhaven
Scottish. They then took us to the local
nightclub, where we jumped straight to
the front of the queue having been put
on a guest list with a guarantee of a club
full of 6ft blondes and blue eyed
brunettes, and we were certainly not disappointed!
Major Waggett and
the Officers amongst the squad put together a day of sightseeing and a historical tour around the city with talks on
various prominent and historical features
of Canadian history. This included looking at the memorials dedicated to the
Canadian soldiers that have lost their

Niagara was our final destination and a
city that can only be described as ‘the
Blackpool of Canada’. Whilst in Niagra
the squad enjoyed a brisk run down to
the falls and a game of touch Rugby
amongst the spray from the falls that
made ball handling that bit more challenging. In the evenings most of the
squad made their way to the casino and
enjoyed the vibrant atmosphere until the
early hours. On the Saturday it was our
own time so the squad made its way to
visit the falls, this time without being so
hot and sweaty, and take an abundance
of photos and relax in the blistering heat.
We completed our final game on the Sunday against Stoney Creek RFC with a
56–0 win, with Tpr Bobo, Captain Carroll
and LCpl ‘Chunk’ Davies making particularly strong performances. They were a
better side than the score line suggests,
however, the team gelled well, with tries
flowing in from both the backs and forwards alike. Once again we were well
hosted in the bar afterwards and were
going to miss the Canadian hospitality.
The squad, in true touring fashion enjoyed a vibrant final tour meal with a
number of awards being issued out and
a late night experienced by all. With an
unbeaten tour under our belts and a
thoroughly enjoyable time had by all, it
is without any doubt that the tour gave
the squad the start they needed in order
to have had the successful 2009/10
Rugby season the Regiment has experienced. Thanks must go to Captain
Gates for putting together a tour whilst
we were deployed on operations, which
is never easy and something that we
were most grateful for.
JH

Exercise Channel Eagle 2009
Ex Channel Eagle started as one of
those ‘wouldn’t it be good fun if...’ conversations between Rob Healey and
Sarah Buck who had met, by chance, at
the Defence Medical Services Rehabilitation Centre (DMSRC), more commonly
referred to as Headley Court. So, after a
few e-mails and some research Ex
CHANNEL EAGLE was hatched. The
event is now a permanent and unique
bi-annual Inter-Service cross-channel
relay competition, which has been run-

ning since 2007 and, on both years, has
been a huge success. It is truly an event
that produces great friendships; personal challenges and some much
needed sponsorship money.
Other than the start and the finish, it can
hardly be said that Channel Swimming
is hugely popular as a spectator sport.
The swim starts at around midnight on a
lonely isolated beach just a round the
corner from Dover and ends (you hope)

on a rocky outcrop called Cap Gris Nez.
This year’s event was run during 20–21
July 2009 and raised money for the
charity ‘Help for Heroes’ in the process.
Alongside the Army, Navy and RAF were
two gust teams; Battle Back and Wales
Universities Officer Training Corps
(Wales UTOC). Battle Back is a new TriService initiative, which aims to improve
and formalise the use of Adventure
Training (AT) and Sport in the aftercare
of wounded Service personnel in order
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Capt Coles in the Channel by day

to aid their rehabilitation and return to an
active life. For some unknown reason I
accepted the invitation to participate for
second time. A reoccurring question
flooded around in my mind as I swam
hour after hour – WHY????
This year’s event was nothing different
and yet again I had the pleasure of starting for the Army. After a rough trip round
from Dover harbor at 2330 hrs, I found
myself waiting to jump off the boat and
head for the beach. You have to swim
200mts from the boat back to the
beach, climb out on to the beach and
await the start signal. So there at
0035hrs on a Tuesday night in mid summer I found myself awaiting the starter’s
horn, and thinking “ Well, another great
decision Ian, lets not say yes next time”
The time spent on that cold beach
seems to last an age, then, out in the
darkness there is a raging blast from the
safety boat and we are off. As luck
would have it, this occurs when I am adjusting goggles and making a call of nature (yes at the same time) I start to rush,
then reap9se it is a 10–11 hour race and
2 seconds will make no difference. We
all re enter the water and start the 1st
leg. The water is a lovely warm 14 degrees, with the conditions not quite
rough but definitely choppy, oh and very
very dark. At first it’s fine; the adrenal is
up and you sprint, crashing through the
surf towards the safety boat some 200
meters off-shore, but as 10 or 15 minutes pass and you settle in to the long
power strokes required for long distance
swimming your mind starts to wonder,
images of sharks, giant squids, jelly fish
and all the other Sci-fi monsters that you
know are not there but keep coming
around in your mind.
Swimming in the English Channel is
dark, rough and lonely, but you keep you
head down and try to think pleasant
thoughts, such as “only 20 minutes left”,
the hour passes. Soon the next swim-

Capt Coles in the Channel by night

mer is alongside and it’s time to climb
back on to the boat. This is such a great
feeling. Once dressed and warm, it’s
time for food and a little sleep. You get 2
hours to relax before it’s your turn for
boat admin. This involves making the
tea, feeding the swimmers just out and,
most important, keeping the spotlight on
the swimmer – it’s a big sea!
This process continues swimmer in,
swimmer out boat admin and during the
darkness hours you very quickly lose
sight of the other boats and teams, its
just you and your team mates pushing
as hard as you can hour after hour. But
after what seems like a lifetime dawn
comes and the daylight brings calmer
seas, better thoughts, and first sight of
the other teams. It’s a close race this
year, the Navy are in front about 400 meters, then the Army and, thankfully, the
RAF about 600 meters behind us. The
Battle Back team and Wales UOTC are
some distance back; I think 2 km or so.
The only time you really know how far
you have come is when the shipping
lanes start. You find these 5 miles out
from Dover, ships traveling from Left to
right, this lane is 5 miles wide, then a 2
mile buffer where no ships are permitted
and then another 5 mile lane this time
ships go from right to left. So you use
these as guide once in the lanes you
know if you’re over half way or not by
the direction of the shipping and believe
me there is a lot of shipping. The safety
boat helps but you do feel very small.
So next time you are heading home on
the ferry in high summer spare a thought
for the stupid channel swimmers. Have
look out and if you see one – laugh.
The race goes well; we have one casualty our best lady falls sea sick, but luckily we have a reserve. The last few miles
are hard and as I jump back in for my
2nd leg, we are only 8 miles or so off the
French coast. The tide changes and for
the next 5 hours we battle against it, at

times we are going backwards due to
the tide’s great strength. The other
teams also have the same trouble, but
the Navy break out first into slack water
and as they approach some 1km of the
cost they pick up a favorable current
which sedms to rocket them forwards,
then from behind the RAF find the same
current, we are only 100 meters to the
right and still stuck in an opposing tide
run. We start to travel backwards, or at
least it feels that way. But it’s only for a
short period and then we hit the same
current and the race is on. After 35
miles of racing 10 hours or so, there is
only 15 minute between all 3 teams.
The Navy keep the sea Gods happy and
retain the CHANNEL EAGLE title, then
it’s us, the Army, and 3rd, or “last” as we
later tease over a pint, the RAF. Only 15
minutes separated all 3 teams over a 10
hr race, Open water swimming in the
Armed forces is on the up. The best results come in later after a staggering 13
hours or so the Battle Back team comes
in. This is a fantastic and very brave effort by them. Wales UOTC also makes it
with a respectable time just before the
Battle Back.
The results and times stand as:
Pos Team
Time
1st Navy
10 hrs 06 mins
2nd Army
10 hrs 20 mins
3rd RAF
10 hrs 31 mins
4th Wales UOTC
13 hrs 07 mins
5th Battle Back
13 hrs 21 mins
Ex Channel Eagle is a truly testing adventure, which I am very proud to say I
have been a part off. 2010 may bring its
own challenge with hopes of an even
longer swim in one of Switzerland’s
lakes. Time will see if I am foolish
enough to say yes again.
IC
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Ex EAGLES SWOOP
After a long, hard tour and a very welcome month’s leave 10 fearless men
from A Sqn departed Germany to spend
a week summoning up the courage to
hurl themselves out of a perfectly serviceable aircraft. The Basic Freefall Parachuting course run by the Army
Parachuting Association at Netheravon
aims to teach service personnel how to
overcome fear and rational thinking
whilst perfecting the skills of arguably
the most exhilarating sport possible. The
course starts off with static line jumps
and, having completed a series of perfect exits, the line to the aircraft is taken
away and the responsibility of opening
the parachute falls on the individual.
On the first morning every man was issued with a fetching orange jump suit
and remarkably flimsy helmet before
starting a day’s worth of lessons. The
usual dread of power point was soon
erased as we were told that the first jump
would take place that evening, our attention was certainly grabbed. The lessons
went from the basics of how to jump out
of an aircraft, through all the emergency
procedures and drills that we would
hopefully not have to use and finished up
with practices in simulators before we
were walked out to the waiting aircraft.
The video camera in the door of the plane
tells a very good story as to the fear experienced by every single member of the
team on that first jump. LCpl Jones 470 is
to be commended for keeping his eyes in
their sockets whilst in the air as the wind
made every effort to make them leave the
plane before he did. Other team members imitated cartoon characters running
in mid air whilst the odd one or two pulled
off a perfect exit! Despite the fear of

jumping out of the plane the smiles on
landing told the story with everyone keen
to get back up again.
Sadly, the second jump had to wait until
the following day and a parachute packing lesson. The previous evening’s enthusiasm
waned
slightly
when
realisation dawned that we were completely responsible for whether or not it
would open correctly. That said, having
received points to improve on we
boarded the plane once again.
Having jumped a second time most of
the team took the chance to enjoy the
flight down, spotting troops on exercise
on Salisbury Plain or in the case of Tpr
Cole just concentrating on dropping
rather than catching thermals and rising
by 1000ft. LCpl Walker had a slightly
less relaxing experience when his parachute failed to deploy properly and he
was forced to cut it away and use his reserve. Despite his pale features on landing he was cheered up by the fact that
he was the first member of the course to
freefall and that the episode had been
caught on camera!
Thankfully the rest of week proved less
eventful with the emphasis shifting to
perfecting every jump and progressing
on to freefall. Our progress was hampered somewhat by the Salisbury Plain’s
erratic weather patterns; however, particular mention must go to Tpr Maunder
who was the only member of the team to
progress from static line to freefall in the
minimum requirement of 6 perfect jumps.
The end of the course was marked with
one final evening jump and a barbeque
on landing. It became hotly contested as

Tpr Maunder, Lt Ruggles-Brise, Tpr Jones 470

to whether increased skill or a need to
be in the front of the food queue were
responsible for the most accurate landings thus far, that said, it proved to be a
very satisfactory end to the course.
The sensations experienced as part of
this sport have been likened to those
needed when in a contact and having to
go that extra mile. Each QDG showed
immense strength of character throughout the week as well as a good level of
technical ability. Most of the participants
are continuing to build on the experience by jumping over Dempsey Barracks from Bad Lippspringe and the
foundations of a Regimental Skydiving
Team are certainly there. Watch this
space!
CER-B

Tpr Cole enjoying life at Camp X-Ray
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Ex EAGLES SOAR
On the 10th June nine QDGs went
paragliding in Bavaria. The ultimate goal
for all was to end the week jumping off
the top of the mountains. With us we
took the Welsh weather, so whilst Britain
was enjoying a hot spell we were experiencing unprecedented rain. Not to be
cowed by this turn of fate we set to rock
climbing at a local centre and hiking in
the Bavarian Alps. For those of you who
have never been to Bavaria, the scenery
and splendour of the region is unparalleled (even by Wales). Possibly the best
excursion we went on was to Konnigsschloß outside the town of Füssel. This
stunning 19th C castle built by ‘mad’

King Ludwig of Bavaria … is perhaps
better known as the castle in Chitty
Chitty Bang Bang. In typical QDG style
we shunned the tourist route up to the
main gate and made our ascent along
the river. As a result of the continuous
rain, the river was swollen and the waterfalls were spectacular. Once at the
top the views were unparalleled and we
took a moment to admire them before
educating ourselves in the local history
at the castle.
Happily, there were some breaks in the
weather and we seized on these to
launch ourselves from the training

slopes. By the end of the course, we all
had qualified at the basic level, despite
managing to do so in fewer days than
ever before seen at the paragliding centre. Throughout the course we had a
swear jar in operation and on the proceeds of this, thanks mainly to Tpr Price
who gave so generously, we enjoyed the
finest of Bavarian Chinese cuisine at a
local restaurant. With typical irony, the
day we left Bavaria we enjoyed fantastic
weather that saw an end to the bad
spell. We now look forward to returning
to Bavaria soon and sincerely hope the
weather stays put in Wales.
RJ

Exercise EAGLE’S WIND
15 – 26 JUNE 2009
With post Op HERRICK 9 leave behind
us, it was time for A Squadron to enjoy
some well earned Adventure Training
packages. Exercise EAGLE’S WIND was
an opportunity for those interested in
sailing to have two weeks on the water
gaining their competent crew certificate
and level 1 windsurfing, using the superb facilities at JSASTC Gosport and
ASA Boat Club Thorney Island.
The first week was spent with the
JSASTC where we were split into separate crews with only Cpl Ewbank and Trp
Davies 156 having the pleasure of each
other’s company for the coming week of
yacht sailing in the Solent. The week
proved exceptionally entertaining, over
100 miles of sailing was completed in
(dare i say it in front of the more experienced sailors) some pretty tasty conditions, well for those of us yet to find our
sea legs anyway! All crews stayed within
the Solent and went from harbour to
harbour inevitably occasionally meeting

for a banterous exchange across the
bows or if time permitted (and more
often than not it did) a few beers.
The weather, which as dull as it is to talk
about is one of the essential factors of sailing was very good and not only mostly
sunny but also gusting occasionally up to
a force 7, which meant not only did our
tans improve but we had to work quite
hard to get the yachts sailing well. Adventure training certainly lived up to its
name as the new crews attempted to
bond into relatively slick teams. Not particularly hard you may think for military
people used to working in teams both
large and small...well you would be wrong!
The inter service tension was there as
ever, and when you have two people
from both the senior and junior service
with the rank equivalent of Lieutenant
Colonel arguing to the point that one
threatens to knock the other out unless
they “shut up and go away” (challenging

on a 35ft yacht!) it made for thoroughly
entertaining viewing for myself and a fellow army officer who just sat there
laughing at the whole scene.
Having barely been in contact with the
other QDG contingent all week it was
good to spend the last night in Cowes
and run into Cpl “Baz” Stewart of the
REME LAD who was clearly entertaining
his crew and had been the morale for
their journey.
Once all the boats had returned to base
in Gosport, wash down of the yachts
was carried out and crews were
awarded their certificates (provided they
had reached the grade) and then dismissed.
After a very “quiet” weekend, the QDG
group moved down to Thorney Island
for the second phase of the AT package
which was Windsurfing. The centre there
was very relaxed and ideal in location,

No windows to lick on the sunshine boat
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By land, sea but, for once, not air

with morning lesson starts dependent
on the tide. Windsurfing employs many
of the same skills as sailing with regards
to using the wind to move you about the
water, so was a good follow up to our
previous weeks yacht sailing.
Inevitably we all struggled initially with
even standing on the (huge) boards none
more so than LCpl Ewbank who spent
most of the first morning session drinking up the seawater from Chichester

Harbour. The next day however it was a
different story and Lt Matthews decided
to steal the limelight away from LCpl Ewbank by crashing into just about everyone and everything in/on our stretch of
water. Despite these entertaining moments and some good evenings out in
the local area (one of which involved a
well controlled Cpl Stewart advising students as to why minesweeping his beer
is not a clever thing to do) our windsurfing did improve and by the final session

of the week had shown enough “potential” to gain our awards.
The group had a superb few weeks in
the Solent and certainly made the most
of an area and activity many had never
been able to before. It is hoped that future groups will make the effort to use
such good facilities in the UK when the
time arises, as it was a great package
after a tough year.
DH

RAC/RE Regatta 2009
It was a young team that headed north
to Kiel on 23rd June. With Lt Hoey as
skipper, Tpr Rees 617 as first mate and
Tprs Hughes 421, Humphrey, Jones 811
and Speed as crew they had not a great
deal of racing experience and three with

no sailing experience at all. However,
there was plenty of enthusiasm and the
team managed to get out for a practice
sail that evening, to get acquainted with
the boat and for the crew to get used to
their positions. Other teams taking part
came from 2 RTR, 9/12 L, RE and the
AFV CIS school at Bovington.
The week took the form of part-sail training, part-regatta, so the first few days
were long passages in the style of a
‘cruise in company’, then the second
half of the week consisted of some short
races ‘round the cans’ and some longer
passage races. Obviously boats sailed
by servicemen are never going to head
in the same direction ass each other
without trying to get there first, and a
few impromptu duels early on, especially with 9/12 L, gave cause for confidence ahead of the real thing.
Each day the fleet ended up in a different port, meaning the crews encoun-

tered a number of locations around the
Danish Islands. Some of these such as
Maasholm were small and quiet but
Faaborg, Aabenraa and Sonderborg offered more in the way of entertainment
for the evening, especially Sonderborg
which is a well-known university town.
Though often exhausted from the day’s
exertions, most crews managed to get
out for a meal or a drink at least once
during the week.
As a sail-training week, those previously
unqualified crew would come out with a
RYA Competent Crew qualification. This
meant several activities had to take
place during the week, such as dinghy
training and a night sail, and also a test
at the end on boat safety, knots and
parts of the boat. Much of the teaching
for these took place whilst at anchor
during a lunch break, which also offered
the opportunity for a swim for those willing to brave the jellyfish and the icy
Baltic waters. I am glad to report that
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Tprs Jones 811, Humphrey and Speed
all passed with flying colours – the RYA
test, that is, not the swimming man-test.
When the week finally got officially competitive, the QDG team were eager to do
well. The courses being very short, one
or two small mistakes – a bad start or a
slow tack – could prove fatal, and the
QDG boat suffered from a few of these.
However, some good sailing between
the marks meant that they were still
pressing hard on the leaders, three
points separating the top three teams.
They would have to produce some good
results on the passage races if there was
any chance of trophies. The first passage race suffered from lack of wind,
and was eventually abandoned, with

1st The Queen’s Dragoon Guards
each boat sending in its position by
radio for the placings. The second produced some really exciting sailing; although the first boat was some way
ahead, the next three were so close that,
after a four-hour race, there were no
more than ten seconds between them.
Happily, this was the ten seconds after
the QDG! Unfortunately the leading boat
in the tables, the AFV CIS school, continued their good results and proved impossible to overtake, but when the
results were announced from the first
passage race, QDG had been closest to
the next mark. They therefore won the
Cavalier Passage Race trophy which
was proudly borne back to Dempsey
Barracks after an enjoyable end-ofweek BBQ at the British Kiel Yacht Club.

Whilst regaining this prize which was
ours the last time the regiment competed in 2007 was a highlight, the week
was more importantly a success in that
all involved had a great time, both able
to unwind during periods of good
weather and on ‘runs ashore’ and experiencing on occasions some demanding
weather including force 7 winds. The
spirit of friendly rivalry meant the crews
mixed well and all had something to
show for the week with their Competent
Crew qualification. Next year we will be
able to build on our results and hopefully
with a bit more experience press for the
top slot. Many thanks go to Lt Col (retd)
Alan Hunt QRH for organising the event.
DH

C Sqn Adventurous Training
period to Oberstdorf.
16th May – 20th May
Part of the decompression package following Herrick 9 involved C squadron
making their way down to Bavaria to
conduct squadron level adventurous
training. In order to make the week as
active and entertaining for such a wide
variety of characters amongst the
squadron, we managed to squeeze in
five different activities whilst we were
there: hill walking, water skiing, rock
climbing, mountain biking and canyoning. On arrival at Oberstdorf we discovered just how fortunate we were, not just
because of the surrounding alpine countryside but also the hospitality that we
received from the owners of the chalet.
Members of the squadron were on a rota
throughout to produce the meals and
Tpr Carroll and Lewis 990 had the opportunity to show off their culinary skills
one night from their PB Minden days
producing a superb spag bog. They certainly did not disappoint, however we
appreciated the assistance from Pte
‘Jay’ Willocks the chef with whose
knowledge and expertise may have
saved a few dishes!
The first day of the trip involved one
group rock climbing whilst the remainder packed their day sacks and embarked on hill walking. For many of the
squadron it was their first real taster of
hill walking and certainly a good way of
clearing the lungs and enjoying the stunning scenery on offer. Some of the
squadron appreciated this more than
others when they embarked upon the
first climb of the walk with a somewhat
steep incline! As with any adventurous
training expedition, there was a valuable
training opportunity in the form of map

reading and each junior member of the
group took their turn in leading the walk.
I can safely say that we all reached the
bar (finishing line) in good time, much to
Tpr Manley’s relief. Once at the top we
had to come down, however, the
method chosen was somewhat quicker
and more entertaining than any of us
had anticipated. Resembling that of a
sledge on rails with a strap in seat, it
wasn’t long until we reached the bottom,
especially for those who resisted applying the brakes. This structure was most
definitely safe and sturdy when we realised that Sgt ‘Butch’ Davies had
reached the bottom without becoming
separated from the rails.
Concurrently, there was a number of the
Squadron taking part in rock climbing,
both indoor and outdoor for those more
experienced amongst us. Capt Edlred
with all his specialist equipment and
bundles of enthusiasm put everyone
through their paces and managed to get
a few members of the squadron with a
fear of heights up the wall. The real winner of the day was Lt Renshaw, beating
Capt Carroll on the rope ladder climb; an
indoor climbing centre full of various facilities and challenging obstacles was always going to attract competition
amongst the men! Mountain biking was
run concurrently, providing the opportunity for those not overindulging in climbing to tour the local area on some great
cycle routes.
One particular highlight of the trip was
the few hours spent on a water skiing
lake being pulled around by a cable; this
for most of us was a first. Sgt Patchett

was the only man to stay above the
water on the first few attempts (not surprising given the time he has spent on a
windsurf), for the rest it involved a lot of
front crawl followed by queuing for the
start line anticipating just how spectacular our next wipe-out would be. This
was a great way of having some fun and
relaxing in between adventurous training
activities; and with a lake of similar use
down the road in Sennelager this could
spark a craze amongst the squadron.
The final day was spent in freezing cold
water jumping into pools of water and
abseiling down waterfalls, otherwise
known as ‘canyoning’. There was a certain amount of apprehension building up
as to what exactly this was going to involve and it wasn’t long until we were all
immersed and having a whale of a time.
LCpl Davies 284 was well woken up on
his first jump when he was sucked under
by the current and only to be pulled out
by an attached rope. This was a particularly enjoyable activity using Mother
Nature to immerse ourselves and provide a means in which we were put out
of our comfort zone.
By the end of our time in Oberstdorf the
squadron had thoroughly enjoyed a
package of adventurous training which
presented new personal experiences
and a sense of achievement for others.
Thanks must go to the instructors who
assisted with this trip and for Capt Carroll’s organisation and leadership of the
expedition (especially the discovery of
the chalet).
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EX CHAMONIX EAGLE
15th–28th June 2009.
EX CHAMONIX EAGLE was the inspiration and creation of Major Nick Thomas
whose own passion for climbing was
matched only by his refusal to take no
for an answer. Despite being planned
completely after return from Afghanistan
and being faced with an impressive series of bureaucratic and financial hurdles
the expedition finally came together. The
Regimental Trust, the PRI, the Paderborn Garrison Welfare Fund, the Army
Mountaineering Association, and even
the RAC Central Fund all found it impossible to say no to requests for money
when faced by OC C Sqn on the
warpath. The expedition eventually consisted of eleven budding Hillaries, none

of whom had done anything remotely
approaching high altitude Alpine Mountaineering before, together with Maj
Thomas and Captain Mick Eldred.
The aim of EX CHAMONIX EAGLE was
to introduce the members of the expedition to the full range of Alpine Mountaineering and Rock Climbing. Without
question that aim was more than met as
everyone of us came back knowing that
there was at least one of the variety of
activities undertaken that we would like
to do again. Nearly all passed their
Alpine Mountaineering Proficiency
award which opens up the world of Joint
Services climbing and expeditions: too

Tpr Wilkins catching the first flight back
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Cpl Dean

Capt Eldred

often the preserve of those units which
have rather more time than the QDG to
engage in high level AT. Those like Tpr
King who turned up clutching all his own
climbing kit and armed with knowledge
of obscure climbing slang and terminology, were able to gain further experience
towards their Rock Climbing instructor
level qualifications. Those who had
never done any climbing before discovered that provided they kept their eyes
firmly shut and occasionally let out a
somewhat girlish whimper even they
could conquer their fear of heights. Even
Lt Ruck Keene managed to learn at least
one knot by the end of the week.

Despite calling a premature end to the search, Lt
Ruck-Keene still turned up at camp

The first day was spent practising basic
rope work and climbing on a cliff face
just outside of the town centre – with a
demoralising number of local school children prancing around on near vertical
slopes next to us as if they were on the
flat. The following day we went to
Switzerland and climbed up to the Trient

hut. Unfortunately the highlight of the
climb was the helicopter rescue of Tpr
Wilkins after a perforated ear drum left
him in excruciating pain. Once this brief
drama was over and having donned our
crampons for the first time in earnest we
slogged up a seemingly endless glacier
and eventually reached the hut. Here we
experienced for the first time the comfort
of the Swiss mountain huts. Despite having to fly in all supplies by helicopter the
food was endless, the drinks cheaper
than in some bars in Paderborn, and the
welcome from the hut guardians far better than any UK hostel. From the Trient
Hut we bagged our first peak – the
Pointe D’ Ornay: at 3269m this was a
height record for nearly every member of
the expedition. After our return to Chamonix we had a day ice-climbing on the
Vallée Blanche glacier running down
from the summit of Mt Blanc. For the
lazier members of the expedition there
was some relief at the news that there
was a funicular railway that could take us
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Thanks for the sandwich!

to the top of the rickety metal ladders
leading down onto the glacier. We returned back to Switzerland again to
climb up to the Dix hut from Arolla: including a ridge climb on the way where
we put abseiling properly into action for
the first time. The following day was the
summer solstice, which made it seem all
the more bizarre to be climbing up to the
top of the Cheilon Glacier Ridge in three
feet of fresh powder snow. Skis would
have been ideal for the return trip but the
army issue solid plastic boots were a
close substitute! On our return to Arolla
we stopped for a day of Via Ferrata
climbing on the way back to Chamonix:

the apparent safety given by the harnesses attaching you to the metal safety
rope did not really lessen the sensation
of hanging leaning backwards away from
overhangs.
The highlight of the expedition was the
last three days in Chamonix. We managed to cram in a multipitch climbing
day in the valley, a classic Alpine route
on the Cosmiques ridge under Mt Blanc
to a height of 3842m, and ended with
the most challenging climb of the expedition on the Brevent summit. All the various skills learnt over the week were put
into practice, nerves were kept under

control (even when seeing the safety
rope being held by our Swedish guide in
his teeth), and everyone climbed routes
that they never would have thought they
could ever have been dragged up before
arriving in Chamonix.
Over the expedition we all had some
white knuckle moments, looking anywhere but down, and clinging onto the
rope in best drowning man fashion.
However, all of us experienced the thrill
and satisfaction of standing on top of a
summit, looking back a snow filled route
along which we had just climbed.
D R-K

Ex EAGLE’S WHEELS
On a cold and rainy morning six soldiers
waited at the guardroom at Dempsey
barracks for the transport to arrive, their
destination, the Alicante mountain
ranges located in Spain. The group had
been looking forward to the trek for a
long time, it had first been devised six
months prior during the recent tour of
Afghanistan and would not only be arduous but fun as well. The flight took
over two hours and on leaving the air
conditioned plane the first thing to hit us
was the heat although not as dry as the
previous six months, it still felt good and
a far cry from rainy Germany.
The fun was to start when we realized
that the bright yellow six seat mini bus
was going to be slightly cramped as we
tried to squeeze six mountain bikes,
bags and bodies into it and with the
satellite navigation telling us that we
were still in Germany it was a while before we could get going especially as
LCpl Dan Lewis tried to do a complete
strip down of the mountain bikes to get
them into the bus much to the amusement of us all. After a half hour drive we
arrived at the accommodation, a six bed
detached villa with swimming pool and
although everyone had seen the pictures

it was better than expected with a great
garden, fantastic views of the mountain
ranges around it and best of all peace
and quiet.
The first day of riding consisted of a
25km “warmer in the bank” which actually lasted nearer 50km and took all day

due to the heat, constant uphill gradient
and a couple of ice cream stops, but like
I kept telling the team “you have to go up
to go down”. Eventually down we went
much to the relief of LCpl Tristan Thomas,
with spectacular views over the Spanish
coastline. There was also an unscheduled dismount over the handle bars by

I thought we were going mountain biking not mountain climbing
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Almost at the top! From left to right – Sgt Wes Pay, LCpl Tristan Thomas, Cpl Calvin K Floyd, Cpl Will Hughes
and LCpl Dan Lewis with photo by LCpl Ben Thompson

the team leader which caused quite a
chuckle when I came stumbling back to
the bus covered in cuts and bruises but it
was all well worth the effort having seen
the views that Spain had to offer.
Day three consisted of another uphill
struggle this time around the mountains
of Abdet a small hamlet on the outskirts
of Benidorm. The 30km route took in
views over the Guadalest Valley and
down though the Aitana pass. With the
final pit stop at the café in the local village of Finstrate for an ice cool beverage.
Of course we had to have our rest days
and day four was spent in Alicante taking
in the local sites and doing a spot of

shopping. On day five the team drove for
an hour up the coast to the village of Cazorla to ride the more advanced Altiplano
de Granada route, a 40km gravel path
route taking in views of the rocky pinnacles of the Sierra Nevada mountain range.
Day 6 was again a rest day and this time
we went to Benidorm to view the local
museum with Cpl Calvin K Floyd leading
the way with his fluent Spanish speaking skill.
On day seven we returned to Abdet to
ride around the Serella Aitena forest
which we had seen from one of our earlier mountain views and with Cpl Will
Hughes and LCpl Ben Thompson find-

LCpl Dan Lewis and Sgt Wes Pay

ing good use for their downhill bikes it
was another gloriously hot day in Spain.
On the eighth day we explored the
mountain ranges at El Campello behind
the villa and although not as hard going
as the earlier mountain ranges it still provided a challenge as Cpl Will Hughes
tried to wow the team with his daredevil
downhill skills, causing a laugh as he fell
off or as he put it “dismounting graciously” a few times, luckily without injury. With the day finished we returned
to the villa to enjoy a late afternoon BBQ
and to watch the sun go down over the
mountains around us. All agreed it was
a most enjoyable trip.
WKP

Adventure Training in Newquay
As part of the recuperation package
after Op HERRICK, a small group from
A Sqn made their way across to
Newquay in Cornwall for an adventure
training course expedition on the beach.
To be precise, we undertook an intense
course of instruction in Surfing. As
much as a laugh as this may sound it
was very physically demanding, with the
warm up every morning consisting of a
1.5km walk to the beach. Why? I hear
you ask; well this was the only way we
could find a stretch of water with some
waves. And that was just the start.
The first couple of days involved us
learning about a surf board and all the
general moves from holding to actually
standing on the board. It was all very
easy at this point because we were
doing it on the sand and nowhere near
the water. Even LCpl Olsen managed to
stand on the surf board at this point. For
some of the more experienced surfers

Baywatch had gone seriously downhill
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Brighton always attracts a friendly crowd

such as LCpl Lang and Cpls Chant and
Davies 106 this was covering old ground
and there was a keenness to get into the
water and cut some moves.
Moving on from the sand we were split
into groups with the more experienced
hands being accepted into the intermediates’ class. This left the remainder in
the beginners’ group and believe me we
needed to be there; there was so much
more to learn about such things as types
of boards, positions, types of waves,
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The burger bar is that way

and most of all the safety briefs needed
to be covered.

something many of us probably would
never think about doing before.

We are now ready for the water, or at
least the instructors believed we were.
However no matter how hard he tried
LCpl Olsen could not manage to stand
on his board for more than 1 second very
much to everyone else’s amusement.
However one thing that was absolutely
brilliant was the weather and because of
this we had a really good time to not only
enjoy ourselves but to be able to learn

We found that the more our soldiers were
beaten by the wave and the surf board
the more they wanted to try and conquer
this “disability”, and this made learning a
lot more fun. The expedition provided a
perfect way to recover from a long tour
on HERRICK 9 and the lads will agree
that the work-hard play-hard ethos was
totally in force while we were there.
Sgt Wood

Ex DIAMOND FIST QDG
As part of the Regiment’s recuperation
programme, I took 6 junior members of
the Regiment for a week’s all-round introduction to rock climbing. Tpr ‘Faz’
Farrell had previously climbed with me
on Exercise CHAMONIX EAGLE and
quickly established himself as the
climbing ‘know it all’. The others; Cpl
‘Greeny’ Green and Cfn ‘Killer’ Kilmartin
from the REME LAD, with Tprs ‘Akcy’
Atkins, ‘Hutch’ Hutchinson and ‘Jonah’
Jones were new to climbing and were
keen to see what it was all about.

pered by Cpl ‘Miss Daisy’ Green and
the German authorities who had decided to dig up the entire Route 7,
which we needed for some 500kms!

Leaving camp at 0500hrs proved to be
a bad idea as we hit the traffic headfirst. Our progress was further ham-

I decided to initiate a moustache growing competition, with the results to be
judged at the end of the week. Jonah

Little did he know that Cpl Rouse was tied to the
other end

On arrival at Sonthofen in Bavaria, our
base for the week, we were welcomed
by Larry the civilian Lodge manager,
who we quickly realised did not like
being called mate (well done boys)!
The accommodation was fantastic
though with en-suite facilities and varied, hearty meals.

They finally found RHQ

quickly ruled himself out of the competition as he wouldn’t have been able
to muster much more than fluff! I won.
The week was based around the Joint
Service Rock Climbing Proficiency
course, which focuses primarily on
practical climbing lessons but also includes some theoretical lessons.
Questions were fired at the boys all
week, with the quality of answers improving as the week progressed.
Hutch was clearly the brains of the outfit! They sampled top-roping, bottomroping and abseiling. Towards the end
of the week all managed to ‘lead’ outdoor bolted sport routes, which was a

Caught with his hands in a crack
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credit to their determination and to take
as much as they could from the week.
The hardest route of the week was
climbed by Jonah however, the overall
top performer was Acky.
In traditional Army fashion the final night
was planned to be a biggy. This was always going to problematic in a village
with more cows than people, but we
gave it a go anyway. Next door to the

1st The Queen’s Dragoon Guards
Lodge was a traditional German eatery.
Boys being boys, Jonah and Hutch decided to order the meat platter for 6, between them! Needless to say the
amount of food was ridiculous. Had they
eaten all that cholesterol I’m sure their
hearts would have stopped immediately,
causing mountains of paperwork!

others; Killer stick to fixing wagons! Albeit the boys always gave their best,
which is all I could ask for. It wasn’t my
first time taking QDG personnel climbing, and I was yet again impressed by
their manners, enthusiasm and that intangible,
hard-to-put-your-finger-on
QDG charm.
ME

By the end of the week it was clear that
climbing was suited to some more than

QDG Nijmegen 2009
As a teeth arm Regiment, we are quite
distinct in that we have previously entered the International Marching event in
Nijmegen in the Netherlands five times,
an event most other cap badges never
even attempt. This has raised the image
of the Regiment, in places not normally
touched by the Eagle. This has been
hard to achieve due to operational tours,
which required us to even hold a qualifying event held within the confines of
Camp SMITTY, Al Muthanna IRAQ in
2005. This year was not quite as extreme, however the initial entry and recruitment of volunteers was actioned in
FOB Delhi in Afghanistan. Initially things
looked rosy, with promises from over
thirty members of the Regiment and attached units. A return to Germany and a
sudden realisation of what was involved
cut these in half! Imagine passing up the
chance to partake in the biggest festival
in the Netherlands, and the largest walking festival anywhere in the world! Admittedly the brass rubbing opportunities
are few and far between, but one million
party-goers can not be wrong.

Right, the minor details of what we do in
between smiling. Twenty-five miles a
day, for four days. What the planners
don’t tell you is that the UK contingent
adds an extra two miles each day, as
they have an inherent knack of putting
their rest tents further off the beaten
track than any other nation.
The first initial tentative steps this year
was taken at the BFG qualifying event in
JHQ early May. An intrepid band of fifteen QDG’s started the fifty mile march
around WEGBERG and JHQ in perfect
weather conditions. Considering that the

team had only been together for a few
days with minimal training, the results
were quite pleasing. The team only lost
two team members, with a particular
well done to Tpr Hustwayte, who even
though mortally wounded with severely
blistered feet at the five mile mark, still
managed to fight the pain and make it to
the end of day one. A further planning
session that night held in the JRC by the
older echelon of the team discussed
tactics for the second day of qualifying.
This small junta raised the subject of
wiping the smiles of the faces of the
more established (and cocky) teams.

SSgt Williams opts to ‘phone a friend’ when asked where on earth they are.

We all bear his
burden, my
children
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Who lost at pocket billiards

This was carried out with great aplomb,
as the ‘screaming eagles’ showed all
teams a clean set of heels, by leaning
into the corners and smashing the hills
at every opportunity! All of which was
achieved whilst keeping the event
Brigadier in stitches with our pithy repartee and low brow ‘wenglish’ slanging
matches with the ‘foreigners’ within the
team. With the event completed, this left
us with two months of intensive training
to condition the team for the doubling in
distance that the event proper would
bring. More than a few now realised that
there is more to this than meets the eye.
No names, no pack drill, but one PTI, a
REME fitness fanatic, and a couple of
boisterous JNCO’s became quite quiet
and introverted post event.
Eagle eyes around Dempsey barracks
throughout June would have observed
the daily comings and goings of the
yomp squad as we left at eight to return
later that afternoon. The Padre would
lead us through the mighty forests of Bad
Lippspringe, to the oasis of the ice cream
parlour at the seventeen mile point. This
was interspersed with regular loops
around Barker barracks on the ‘off’ days.
But all of these marches were arranged
around the RSM’s drill for the parades in
Wales and the Border Counties, which
greatly enhanced our ability to keep the
step when in a squad! Maybe.

Members of the team donned their bright
pink regimental T-shirts and set about
the brass rubbing fares with abandon.
Poignant moments appreciating the
baroque architecture interspersed with
observing various techno-Vikings busting shapes between the pimms umbrellas. All of which led to a speeding up of
time which abruptly ended at 0200hrs on
the Tuesday morning. A violent wake up
call assaults your ears from a particularly
dodgy Dutch rock group, extolling the
virtues of getting out of bed and marching for a living, what a loser! Yet we drag
ourselves out of bed tactfully joshing
with the excitable cadets and territorials
on the way to the start line. It is truly
amazing how much of an annoying Air
Cadet Instructor one cylume can cover.
One nil to the Army. A quick march past
in front of the Brigadier and associated
NATO officers, and we’re off. The longest
mile any of us march is always the first
and last. Unfortunately for us, this consists of a dead straight mile, in which the
start gate is clearly visible from start to
finish. The centre of the city is where the
civilians join the military marchers, and
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this is where the event proper starts. At
this one point, over fifty-seven thousand
competitors are moving in one direction
at any one time. This is when the team
started to appreciate exactly what this
event is all about! The social aspect is
good, but the camaraderie of the march
is much, much better. The locals appreciation of the British Army is great (the
Gren Gds liberated the town in WW2”),
but the arrival of suave tommies in desert
combats added the X factor and served
to ramp up the effect considerably. The
loop of day took us into the southern
suburbs of Arnhem, through streets
fought over by the allies in WW2. Every
street, village and cul-de-sac opens its
homes to organise street parties which
would put some coronation parties in the
shade. Every home has a technics sound
system and amp. There is also a slight
suspicion that some a drinking more
than beer when we march past at seven
or eight in the morning! The children of
all these houses launch themselves fearlessly into the paths of marching squads
to deliver their offerings of highly sugar
enriched flumps which disintegrate teeth
on contact. After the daily tallies, SSgt
Williams still hold the record of thirtyseven in one day.
Day two looped to the North West of the
town through countryside which is dotted with villages which vie for the honour of throwing the wildest party on that
day. It was here that the first signs of
niggling injuries started to show themselves. A stumble, or a slight clipping of
a team mates heel at this stage can be
laughed off, but causes forming blisters
to burst, or shifts a sock into a part of
the boot which causes extreme discomfort later. The return into Nijmegen was a
breeze. LCpl Sloan discovered that not
only does Compeed stave off blisters,
but the girls giving free sample to the
team also wear an attractive second
skin all over their bodies, in the shape of
very tight bright blue cat suits. This had

Saturday 18th July 1st The Queen’s Dragoon Guards arrived in Heumensoord
Barracks in the outer environs of Nijmegen. Within this tented village, all military entrants are billeted, with the added
attractions of a beer tent, a British beer
tent and live bands. Not to be out done,
the city itself explodes in to noise and
colour for the seven days of the festival.
Live bands, countless stages, circus
rides and fairground attractions all contribute into attracting over one million
visitors to the event during the week.
Bloody RAF! Stuff it, we’ll walk back
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the effect of revitalising those who were
flagging, heartbreakers and soul takers
laugh in the face of twenty-five mile
marches……don’t they?
The evening of day two saw the team
lose its first member. LCpl EVANS discovered that removing zinc oxide tape in
the shower is not conducive to keeping
that all important skin on your feet! This
left him red carded by the fascist medics
at the MRS.
Day three and the route turns south west
towards the mighty sheer faces and
passes of the Groesbeek heights. Seven
inclines which test the marchers
strength on what is widely acknowledged as the toughest day of the march.
Unfortunately, this was the day of days
for the team, resulting in the loss of three
team members. Cpl Bancroft, LCpl Hill
and Tpr Marx all had to call it a day.
From 0400hrs the rain came down in
torrents. This continued throughout the
day, resulting in the blue dye of our stable belts leeching into our trousers. This
failed to irrevocably dent morale, as the
padre revealed that he had been carting
round 30 kilos of sherbet lemons in his
Bergen. Much teeth crunching later, we
discovered that we had arrived at the
aptly named town of ‘BEERS’, where we
did have one. Well, when in Rome! Upon
arrival in camp, we were informed that
the march had lost up to 3400 of its initial starting complement up to that point,
with day three causing the majority of
the damage. The march Brigadier
lamented us for our ‘encouragement’ of
other competitive nations. We were encouraged to improve our geographic
knowledge, in that Germans are not
North Austrians, Austrians are not South
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Bavarians, The US is not a part of South
Canada, and that Canada is not the 51st
State. We were also quizzed on observation by the Brigadier, that for the previous five days, the German contingent
emblem had a rather fetching centre
piece in the shape of a Habsburg Eagle!
Day four, the light at the end of the tunnel. From the very beginning of day four,
the crowds were out in force. The single
lines of well wishers had abounded into
throngs six or seven deep in places. This
became a problem when attempting to
give a salute to local dignitaries at their
saluting stands in the towns, as we were
unable to fight our way through the civilian marchers and the crowds. This was
also experienced by the Commanding
Officer as he attempted to meet up with
the team en route. The CO accompanied the team through the town of Cjuik,
where the route crosses the river Waal
by way of The Royal Dutch Army’s M2
rigs. The final rest place of the march
was the site of Cpl Des O’Connor’s final
dressing down as a Cpl. Sgt O’Connor
was informed that he was now incorrectly dressed, to which in penance a
round of fruit based beverages may be
purchased at the beer tent for his team.
The march into Charlemagne field and
our finish line was quick, and apart from
sudden assaults by techno-beats, sweet
wielding children, and low flying Dutch
air force E3 Sentries uneventful. The
smiles became broader, and the dance
moves pulled by those who were close
to death became more daring. Sloan, we
have the evidence!
After the team collected our medals, we
took time to welcome in the other British
and Canadian marchers, even the an-

noyingly cheerful Cadets. Most teams
finished in good order, although not
without a few tears. The senior echelons
of the UK organisers asked more than
once, on our opinion of a percentage of
our Regiment who would complete the
event if attempted as a job lot. Answer, I
really don’t know. If one thing does
quickly become apparent, it is that it is
not only fitness which drags you through
(those who have done it will agree).
As the military contingents marched the
final lap of honour through the city, all
feelings of tiredness and pain melted
away. The Dutch partied like there was
no tomorrow whilst giving each soldier a
bright orange gladioli in recognition of
their achievements.
I was lucky in that this was my 4th event,
but to date also the hardest, both mentally and physically. To those who didn’t
complete the distance, there is always
next year! To those gladiators who completed, Capt Young, Cpl/Sgt O’Connor,
Cpl McGettigan, Cpl Jones, LCpl Haggarty, LCpl Sloan, Tpr Evans(Lurch),
SSgt Williams, again there is always next
year!
Finally I never promised you a rose garden, but were you not entertained
The 95th Nijmegen marches will be held
in July 2010, commitments allowing, a
team from the Regiment will be entered.
Volunteers should contact SSgt Williams
in Feb 2010.
MLW

Ok, we’re in Holland. What sort
of bar this evening?
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Ex PADERBORN DRAGOON
Exercise Paderborn Dragoon drew out
from its subject matter – the Battle of
Paderborn, 29 March to 3 April 1945 – a
number of lessons: quite apart from the
tactical points pertinent to the battle, what
a valuable battlefield study can be conducted even of a relatively minor engagement, and how engrossing a battle
simulation can be run the old-school way,
without computer-wizardry and using instead the ingenuity of the players. That
we didn’t need to leave our own backyard,
and that we were treated to a good lunch
and some warming cognac on a snowy
February day, made it all the more worthwhile. The exercise was conceived and
conducted by an SME genuinely deserving of the title: Colonel Halford-MacLeod
(retired), formerly of the Black Watch, who
in 1985 had researched and written the
first account of the Battle of Paderborn.
The battle itself was fought over four
days in the spring of 1945, after which
the 3rd US Armored Division continued
its advance eastwards and towards ultimate victory in Europe. The conflict was
notable for its closing of the Ruhr

No...I can’t read a map either

The ‘Red Army’ turned
out to be a little
disappointing

pocket: as the essentially British and
Canadian 1st Army Group crossed the
Rhine to the north of the industrial Ruhr,
the American 1st Army was breaking out
from its bridgehead to the south at
Remagen, their aim being to isolate
some 400,000 German forces in the area
(virtually the whole of Army Group B).
This intent was achieved – not without
some significant reverses, however, including the death of Major General Maurice Rose, Commanding General of the
3rd US Armored Division and only the
second Allied General to be killed in action during the conquest of north-west
Europe. Notable as this incident was, it
was nevertheless the tactical lessons
that our battlefield study looked to draw
out from the engagement: in particular,
the role of the reconnaissance formations in the battle, the instinct of the
commanders on both sides to lead from
the front, and the ability of a small number of determined infantry to delay and
disrupt a greatly superior force.
The study was conducted in two
phases: the first day saw us on the

ground at key sites in the battle’s
progress, where we were walked and
talked through the action by our SME,
with the second day then being given
over to a re-write of history as junior officers fought their own simulated Battle
of Paderborn (against our guest from the
Bundeswehr, Lt Schlegel – typecast in
the role of Enemy Commander) on the
bird-table set up for the purpose.

Day 1
From Remagen, 3rd Armd Div had
reached Marburg, from which location
they turned through 90 degrees and
began their advance due north to Paderborn. En route to Paderborn they would
pass through various villages and hamlets: Kirchborchen, Nordborchen and
Gallihöhe being significant sites in the
progress of the brief conflict.
Our first stand was at Schloss Hamborn,
midway between Kirchborchen in the
west and Dörenhagen in the east (site of
the German Battallion HQ), on the Eggeringhausen road. It was here that the

Lt Col (Retd) Halford-MacLeod briefing the Battle of Paderborn
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H-M Senior despaired; the promise of an intelligent audience, eager to learn, had
proved false

Americans’ recce failures, combined with
the Germans’ boldly-handled (and admittedly qualitatively superior) tanks, led
to significant losses of Sherman tanks
and also to the death of General Rose.
Col Halford-MacLeod described the action from the excellent vantage point
some 100m above, and looking east
along, the Kirchborchen-Eggeringhausen
road and the surrounding open ground.
Following lunch provided by our
RCWO’s team of chefs in the grounds of
the Kirchborchen Rathaus (where the
good Bürgers allowed us to site our field
kitchen at no cost) we made our way to
the second stand: the chalk pit 300m
due south of the river that runs through
Kirchborchen, and the site of fierce fighting between a handful of SS and the advancing Americans. Witnesses have
alleged that those men who did attempt
to surrender here were summarily executed as they did so. The cover provided by the chalk pit in the otherwise
open ground was put to good use as a
regimental aid post once the position
was taken, and we were shown the
buildings, still standing, where emergency medical care was given. From
this location we moved to our third and
final stand, on the bridge at Kirchborchen, overlooking the “Jammertal”

(the “Vale of Sorrows”): a small urban
area where fierce hand-to-hand fighting
took place. The contrast between the
open ground surrounding Schloss Hamborn and the houses in the Jammertal
was marked.

Day 2
The second day of Exercise Paderborn
Dragoon was spent re-fighting the Battle
of Paderborn on the bird-table at RHQ.
Two Task Forces were designated (Welborn and Richardson), commanded by
Capt Charlesworth and Lt Ruggles-Brise
respectively. The Enemy Commander
was played by Lt Schlegel, and the
whole was played out in real time. By a
clever mixture of conditions as they
were in 1945 and as they were on the
day – for example, cloudy cover as prevailed in 2010, and weapons systems as
available to the Allied and German
armies of the closing stages of WWII –
the stage was set for a simulated battle
that would test our Task Forces’ tactical
skills as well as prove entertaining for
players and spectators alike.
In the opening stage of the battle it
seemed as though our Allied Commanders would have an unimpeded run all the
way through the Borchen area which had

Never been happier

seen the greatest part of the fighting in
1945 and on to Paderborn itself. However, the largely unchanged ground
south of Paderborn meant that the avenues of approach chosen by our Task
Force commanders were essentially
those taken by Welborn and Richardson
themselves – with the result that as our
columns were channelled into the narrow
routes heading north, the Enemy Commander’s Panzerfausts were able to harass their tanks and pick a small but
significant number of them off. At the
midpoint in the battle it looked as though
the enemy’s strategy (informed by hindsight gained from the previous day’s
study) might yet prove a winning one.
Ultimately this was not the case. As in
1945, so in 2010: Capt Charlesworth and
Lt Ruggles-Brises’s (admittedly depleted) forces reached the Bad Lippespringe area north of Paderborn having
destroyed the German’s tanks and infantry, and so achieved their higher commander’s intent.
Lt Schlegel was
gracious in defeat – and it must be said
that the quality of opposition he provided
was the decisive factor in making the exercise as entertaining as it was.
Exercise Paderborn Dragoon then drew
to a close with a well-attended supper
at the Shiloh Ranch in Marienloh.

Exercise Cambrian Patrol 2009
The Cambrian Patrol is a dismounted
patrols competition held every year in
and around the Sennybridge Training
Area in Wales and as become one of the
permanent fixtures within the regimental
calendar. This event is regarded across
NATO as one of the toughest tests of
military ability and draws teams from not
only the British Army; but worldwide
Pakistan, Canada and Morocco to name
just a few. On a 48 hour patrol, carrying
bergens up to 45kg in weight, the teams
will travel up to 65 km as well as climb-

ing any hill that gets in their way, something you cannot avoid in Wales!. But the
physical aspect is merely the setting for
the test of military skills.
Four weeks were set aside for training
starting 21 Sep and running through
until the start of the competition on 25
October. The squad was made up from
across the four squadrons, with the
training staff led by Sgt Gallacher and
Cpl Fennell using their past Cambrian
Patrol experiences to produce a fairly

testing training package. This year we
opted for a three week selection and initial training in Germany before moving to
Fremington camp near Dartmoor for the
final week of training. The first weeks in
Germany started by testing volunteers
on their physical ability and refreshed
them on some basic soldiering skills and
also other skills required for the exercise.
During the third week the squad moved
to local training area for a two day exercise with a number of test stands, Navigation exercises, and close target
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recce’s while also getting used to carrying all their equipment over that period.
From the performances of the previous
weeks and injuries, we were able to select the two squads that would go forward for the UK phase of training.
The UK phase tested the squad on
weight bearing over mountainous terrain
and navigation while also coping with
weather conditions. In the evenings
there were tests on all the knowledge required: Signals, First Aid and weapon
recognition. The training progressed well
although a couple of minor injuries
caused some last minute adjustment to
the teams, notably drafting in our MLT
for the training, Tpr Roberts 265 and Cpl
Fennell from the training staff. There
were also a couple of opportunities for
more social interaction in Barnstaple
with some very dodgy dancing techniques used by the younger members of
the squad notably Tps Halpin, Reid and
Durnall. Thankfully not with each other I
might add!
After some final administration and rest
in Maindy Barracks; well prepared and
chomping at the bit the team set out for
the patrol rendezvous, at the aptly
named Devil’s Bridge, in the early hours
of Sun 25 October. From there they were
driven to a Brigade Concentration area
where a comprehensive kit inspection
took place, a communication check and
also the team commander was taken to
an area, given his orders for the exercise
period and also delivered them to the
team. The patrols then moved across a
notional border into enemy territory to
conduct a Recce on a potential enemy
location, provided by 2 Para and dog
handlers. Once completed, they withdrew and completed a patrol report before moving onto the next phases
comprising of the tactical crossing of a
reservoir, POW handling, section battle
drills and a stretcher carry to the finish
point carrying the team commander with
all his kit, not an easy task when he
weighs 17 stone without it! Completely
exhausted after no sleep for the duration,

Cpl Fennel tried to deny it but
somehow everyone knew

Tpr Ford finds a warm spot

Number 417, your time is up

the final task is the debrief on the whole
of the patrol before the team was handed
back to the support staff at 0445 on
Tuesday morning, 46 hours after the
start. Unfortunately out of the two teams
entered; one had to withdraw due to the
amount of injuries even though the remaining patrol members wholeheartly
wanted to continue. Testament to the
amount of hard work and effort put in
they got less than 15km from the end
without a complete patrol. The remaining team came away with a bronze
medal, a fitting reward for them; even if
they were disappointed themselves.

The Cambrian Patrol deserves its reputation as an arduous and extremely
physically demanding exercise. It is not
for the faint hearted; it set high standards, at all levels which can only be
achieved by dedicated, motivated and
well-trained soldiers. All those who
started the training and competed will
have learned a great deal about themselves and will be richer individuals from
the experience.
NG
The squad comprised of the following:
Team 1
2Lt Hoenich
Cpl Williams 091
Cpl Davies 106
LCpl Hamilton
LCpl Mcknight REME
LCpl Davies 220
Tpr Savarin
Tpr Griffiths 980

Lt Matthews looked cautious on one of his rare visits
to earth

Team 2
Lt Mathews
Sgt Davies 962
Cpl Fennell
Tpr Hicks
Tpr Reid
Tpr Halpin
Tpr Griffiths 357
Tpr Roberts 265
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The Road to Recovery
The past year, my second year in the
Regiment has been an interesting one to
say the least, after an unexpected early
return from Afghanistan due to an injury
last January I have been utilising the best
the military has to offer in rehabilitation.
Unfortunately myself, Mr Dunne and Tpr
Jenkins were injured in a RPG attack
with C Sqn two days into 2009. Our
roads to recovery have all been very different, but we all started our journey in
the same place, the very small medical
aid station in PH Yubraj. Immediately
after the incident we were in the hands
of the C Sqn medical ‘team’ Cpl Jurczenko, Tpr Hutchinson (now LCpl) and
the remainder of the Troops at PH
Yubraj. They were quick to patch up our
respective injuries and send us back to
Camp Bastion via a very, very speedy
RAF Chinook. It was necessary we returned rather sharpish as we needed
operations to stop our wounds from getting any worse.
Upon arrival at Camp Bastion we were
greeted by ‘friendly faces’ in the form of
the new and old RSM, SQMS Thomas
and other familiar faces. Whilst we were
being treated the RAF Aeromed cell had
despatched a C–17 ‘hospitalised’ aircraft

to take back to Selly Oak Hospital, Birmingham, where we swiftly arrived no more
than 20 hours after our injuries. An impressive turnaround, well done the RAF.
Mr Dunne was the first to leave hospital,
apparently he needed to get back to
Afghanistan to ensure the guy’s hair
wasn’t too long and they’d been shaving
daily, as if the guys would grow long hair
and not shave?! He returned to Germany, spent some time at home and
swiftly returned to Camp Bastion to greet
the Squadron back from Musa Qu’aleh.
Tpr Jenkins and I were less keen to
check up on the length of the guy’s hair
and get back to Camp Bastion, so remained in Selly Oak. The military ward
at Selly Oak is a fascinating place with
all three services well represented, doctors from the Army, Navy and the RAF all
dealt with our injuries which at times became interesting, especially as I was
confronted with a doctor called Wing
Commander Sergeant.
It was then time for us to leave Selly
Oak, and return to our respective
homes. I managed to undergo a further
operation in May just to tidy up a few
loose ends and was then sent to spend

‘hard time’ at Headley Court, the tri-service Rehabilitation Centre. I was expecting lots of injuries from Afghanistan
and Iraq but was confronted with the
widest variety of weird and wonderful injuries one can imagine, Brigadiers that
had broken their leg skiing, sailors that
had fallen down ladders and pilots that
neck problems due to G-pressure.
Headley Court being a military rehab unit
isn’t like cosy civilian rehabilitation turn
up, massage, chat, shower, home. Far
from it, briefing, programme, 4 hours of
gym, lots of ‘encouragement’ followed
by more gym, apparently there’s no rest
for the injured.
The programmes are tailored to each individual injury, so every patient (inmate)
gets the very best treatment. Remarkably the improvements I achieved were
phenomenal much like many others that
attend the centre. As I write this a year
on from our injures we are all back at
work Mr Dunne has been promoted and
takes the role of RSM BATUS, Trooper
Jenkins has also been promoted and is
now Lance Corporal Jenkins and I’m
just about managing to ‘catch up’ with
the Orderly Officer I seemed to have
missed last year.
NG

QDG RAAT Task
On a warm summer’s morning, 21 of the
QDG’s finest departed from Dempsey
Barracks for a six hour drive to Hohenfels
Training Area in Bavaria, accompanied by
soldiers from the Rifles, PWRR and
Yorks. Our task was challengining – to be
lazy, ill disciplined and late for everything.

Surprisingly this was actually quite difficult, but it was what we would have to do
if we were to succeed in our job of playing the Afghan National Army for the US
Army’s 173rd Airborne Combat Bridage’s
Mission Rehearsal Exercise.

mander and his interpreter on a recce.
Despite leaving without us, Commander
Musallam and co (2Lts Hoenich,
Roberts and Chambers) managed to
catch up with the American convoy to
learn that the recce was not as thorough
as anticipated, in fact just a quick lap of

Our first two days were simply spent
carrying out admin, such as the issue of
our MILES kit (the US equivalent of our
TES), briefings on the exercise, and of
course multiple visits to the various
shops that sold enormous knives, magazines such as “Civil War Re-enactors
Monthly” and tins of chewing tobacco.
In a final late night O Group, it was revealed that the QDG Platoon would be
leaving early the following morning for
our new home, FOB Altimur, out on the
training area. At 0900 Wednesday morning therefore, two Land Rovers and a
Daf (each with its own Afghan flag taped
to the door) arrived in a vast mock-up
FOB, and moved into our own small
tented village surrounded by high banks
to keep us away from the white American infidels.

The only way to beat the mess dinner hangover

Our first tasking came a few hours later
when the OC of an Engineer Company
wanted to take the QDG Platoon Com-

Tpr Evans demonstrates the wrong way to siphon fuel
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Officer Dibble had underestimated Top Cat and the gang

the village that was being cordoned the
next day. The village was called Qala i
Wardag, and we would become very familiar with it as we conducted the same
cordon and search exercise 11 times.
Despite our best efforts to arrive late the
following morning (by omitting the 5
minutes before rule), the American Special Engineer Company far outdid us by
arriving at 0825, which is 55 minutes
after we had agreed to meet and 25 minutes after H Hour. After a quick brief (we
were to provide the inner cordon) a huge
convoy of Humvees and bizarre looking
engineer vehicles left the FOB for Qala i
Wardag, with 3 British Army Green vehicles sandwiched somewhere in the middle. Within minutes of arriving at Qala i
Wardag, all of the ANP were dead along
with several Americans. Cpls Veasey,
Riley and Patterson made a brave attempt to clear enemy gunmen from the
target building and had successfully
taken the ground floor when the American DS stepped in and killed them off,

77

The WMD are here, here and here

reminding them that it was the US forces
that needed to practice, not the QDG.
After a lot of deliberating by the men in
digital cam, and further casualties, the
building was eventually taken, ENDEX
called, and the whole thing reset for us
to go and do it again.
We ultimately went through the cordon
and search three more times with the
Engineers, before repeats with 1st/91st
CAV (A US Formation Recce Regiment)
and then both 1st and 2nd Battalions of
the 503rd Infantry. In true ANA style, the
QDG infuriated the Americans over and
over again by running off into woods in
pursuit of snipers, lighting a bonfire one
night, refusing to enter buildings and
wandering off whenever nothing happened. All of our unprofessional activities were orchestrated through the
American DS, who constantly had to reassure everyone that we were doing exactly what they wanted and that we
would have a chance to prove ourselves
at the end of the exercise.

Lt Roberts found what the LEs
were looking for

During this round – robin period of training, we were given a day to ourselves
while the Americans conducted planning, and so decided to have a day of
working on section level battle drills. The
three sections went through a series of
lanes which culminated in a large scale
attack on an enemy with other enemy in
depth positions. After lunch, some
FIBUA revision was carried out as well,
both to keep everyone active and because of the likelihood that we would be
doing a fair bit of it in the exercise
proper.
Once the round – robin phase of the exercise was over, the QDG Platoon was
attached to Anvil Troop (US equivalent
of a Squadron) 1st/91st Cav. A number
of framework patrols in the nearby village of Altimur were carried out before
we learned we would be conducting a
cordon and search with an airborne
twist. Five troopers who had never flown
in helicopters before were therefore sent
under LCpl Veasey to conduct the nec-
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essary Blackhawk training for the operation, while the remainder were trained
by the Americans in searching, VCPs,
and FIBUA. The operation itself was
over after about 4 hours. By this point,
the Ground Assault Convoy had got lost
for the fourth time and the sky threatened thunder storms, meaning the
whole thing had to be cancelled.
The second major operation was again a
cordon and search, with 15 – 20 enemy
fighters expected and the QDG being
the ones chosen to break into and clear
out the houses. After another hard day
of FIBUA rehearsals, we deployed on
the operation under the direction from
the DS that we could be as professional
as we liked, due to the training that we
had received from 1st/91st. The three
QDG sections had managed to insert
without being contacted from inside,
and were stacked ready to break in. An
hour later, around ten buildings, all very

1st The Queen’s Dragoon Guards
large, had been cleared and not a single
enemy found. It was only on our return
to the FOB that we learned that H Hour
was supposed to be 5 hours later, and
the OPFOR hadn’t even been in the
town when we arrived. Again, the disappointment was obvious and the Americans, clearly embarrassed, promised us
a better show on the final big operation
– a huge Blackhawk insertion of 3 ANA
Platoons two days later. Ultimately, this
proved to be another no – show, with
some of the boys getting a ride in a chinook, being dropped off, then picked up
again 5 minutes later and brought back.
Of the 200,000 rounds that had been allocated to the ANA for the exercise, we
had barely even skimmed the surface.
There were, however, plenty of positives
from the exercise. Amongst the training
that was conducted was some invaluable first aid training, the highlight of
which (for some) was the IV lesson,

which saw troopers wandering around
holding self administered drips above
their heads. Although we never did fire
any shots while conducting it, the FIBUA
practice that was carried out has also
given many of the boys fresh from Phase
2 a lesson in how it is done. Lessons can
also be taken from how our friends from
across the Atlantic conduct things, with
many a trooper surprised to learn that
perhaps the M4 isn’t as great as it looks,
and several subalterns (not just QDG)
discovering that there is a worse way of
planning than the seven questions. The
main positive comes from the thanks
from the US DS, who were grateful that
the troops of 173rd Airborne Brigade will
go to Afghanistan aware of the problems
and benefits associated with working
with the ANA, as well as having a
glimpse of just how good the British
Army can be when not working under a
veil of incompetence.

Ex Colditz Dragoon
28/29 November 2009
It is not always that the bright ideas of
Squadron Leaders are welcomed. However, having an almost insufferable penchant for arcane bits of history and
sharing the general irritation held by
older members of the Regiment at the
ubiquitous Troopers’ moan that ‘Germany’s s**t’, Captain Beaver gladly took
Major H-M’s direction to organise an A
Squadron welfare trip to the infamous
Schloss Colditz. To his surprise, and that
of the SSM, the Squadron seemed to
welcome this particular idea, although
some had not heard of this notorious former officers’ prison camp, Oflag IV(C).
A screening of the black and white classic, Escape from Colditz, was thus
planned in the A Squadron bar to educate and enthuse the younger generations not brought up on tales of Second
World War derring-do. Those not lucky
or foresighted enough to have booked
their own escape from Dempsey Barracks and the impending Inspection
Week by going on the various Winter
Sports junkets watched Sir John Mills
and cast attempt all sorts of stiff upper
lip escapes. This introduction to the legend of Colditz set the tone nicely for an
enjoyable and interesting weekend.
On Saturday morning, the A Squadron
road trip of twelve Troopers and one Officer departed for deepest Saxony, with
many on the way remarking upon the
discernable change in infrastructure and
economic
development
as
the
minibuses plunged further into the former GDR. They also remarked on how

unmotivated Captain Beaver was by the
idea of a McDonalds. The skies remained resolutely grey and forboding,
reinforcing the faintly tangible sense of
glum austerity that seems to characterise former Eastern bloc states. As the
party reached its destination in early afternoon, however, the sun broke out, reflecting off the precipitous whitewashed
medieval walls of the Schloss, perched
above the small town of Colditz.
Although first recorded in 1046, the castle became prominent under Friedrich
Barbarossa, who declared it an imperial
property and a centre of control and administration. It was contested by the
Markgrafschaft (Marquisate) of Meissen
before becoming the hunting lodge of

the Electors of Saxony, a workhouse,
Germany’s first psychiatric hospital
(where it housed the inventor of the airship), a prisoner of war camp and finally,
a Youth Hostel. It was in this Youth Hostel that the culturally intrepid A Squadron
stayed, using the same rooms in the
outer courtyard as were used by the
Camp Commandant during the castle’s
incarnation as Oflag IV(C). Despite the
crisp November sun, the group immured
itself in the castle for the rest of the afternoon in order to receive a guided tour
around the prisoner’s quarters, the escape tunnels, and the former Chapel; all
these had been largely untouched since
the end of the war. The legend of the
‘Colditz Story’ as originally popularised
by the books of the former prisoner Pat

A Sqn at Colditz
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The group appreciated seeing the cells
where prisoners were kept, their escape
clothes, fake uniforms, forging tools,
even their plans for the somewhat impractical glider escape. The Germans
took photos of escapees on capture,
particularly in cases of impersonation,
with the doppelganger next to their original. The QDG in all of us appreciated
seeing the photos of the so called
‘Franz-Josef’ escape, where the SBO
put on false, white, mutton-chop
whiskers to impersonate an imperial
looking Kaporal.
The highlight of the Schloss was
nonetheless the escape tunnels dug by
the Dutch and the hiding hole in the dilapidated Chapel where the so-called
‘ghosts’ lived, coming out only to represent newly escaped prisoners at roll-call
and delay the discovery of their escape.
Troopers Priddle and ‘Chunk’ Davies
183 both tried to replicate the Dutch escape along the tunnels, but got stuck.
Troopers Narkiewcz and Hale managed
to get a bit further, to the consternation
of the tour guide.
After a hearty evening meal of schwienehaxen and pommes, at which all were
forced to order in their best German,
most of the party piled in the minibus to
hunt a good nightclub. Nightclubs, although they are not seasonal, are thin on
the ground in this part of Saxony. After
getting lost on a Hitchcockian remote
farm track, the boys opted for more likely
hunting ground and lost themselves in
the fleshpots of Leipzig, although some
were heard to say that they thought
Leipzig was like the less salubrious quarters of Grand Theft Auto and were afraid
of being beaten up by neo-Nazis!

Reid, was found to be satisfyingly close
to what appears to have been reality. It
was German policy to put troublesome
prisoners (not necessarily escapists)
from other Officer Laagers into Colditz as
it was considered nigh on impossible to
escape from, being built on a solid rock
outcrop. Colditz did see proportionately
more escape attempts than other
camps, of which thirty were successful
(far more than most other camps).
What is perhaps less well known is that
the ingenuity and daring of many of the
escape attempts stemmed from the
comparative freedom afforded by the
Nazi authorities to the prisoners, Colditz
being the ‘show’ PoW camp, which neutral observers from the International
Committee of the Red Cross were permitted to inspect. Therefore, prisoners
were allowed to receive their Red Cross
parcels (not always guaranteed in most
Nazi PoW Camps), many of which contained the items required, with improvisation, to fashion fake uniforms, forge
documents and set up two clandestine
radio listening stations in the attic (one

of which was only discovered in 1996).
The ICRC also requested that prisoners
be allowed to exercise in a space larger
than the small inner courtyard, and an
adjoining field was fenced off for this
purpose, allowing the famous leap-vault
escape conducted by an exercising
French officer. Unfortunately, it also was
the scene of the betrayal of the Polish
‘leaf cloak’ escape by another Polish officer, whose family had been threatened
with reprisals by the Nazis if he did not
turn informant. The idea that the British
were necessarily the most successful
and clever escapers is revised by the
fact that the two radio listening stations
had been built by the French prisoners’
escape committee before the arrival of
the British contingent, who often had to
rely on the linguistic skills of their Dutch,
Polish and French colleagues to support
their escapes. There were considerable
problems with discipline amongst the
British officers, the Senior British Officer
(SBO) becoming concerned about the
boisterous sport of ‘goon-baiting’ the
guards, as the crackdowns it provoked
risked jeopardising several attempts.

The next morning, groggily awake, and
in the case of Trooper Rees 617, still
evincing a fear of right-wing extremists,
the road trip continued past Meissen to
the heart of the restored Altstadt in the
city of Dresden. The aim of this final part
of the trip was to convey the moral ambiguity of the Allied firebombing and to
remind ourselves that the remembrance
of WW2 in the British popular imagination can sometimes be simplistic or onesided. The group saw the charred bulk
of the Opernhalle and of the Rathaus,
before politely declining to wait in the
rather long queues to see the inside of
the beautifully restored sandstone
Frauenkirche, destroyed in the Allied
bombing and neglected for ideological
reasons throughout the communist era.
After spending a couple of hours in the
Dresdener Weihnachtsmarkt, the group
returned to camp, culturally exhausted,
but agreeing that squaddies really
should get out more. They had a McDonalds, too.
CWCB
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QDG with the RMLY
The RMLY is the Yeomanry Regt coving
the West Midlands and North West of
Engalnd, and by default, by the absence
of a unit there, Wales. To that end Maj
Nic Sutherland (Training Major), Capt
Brian Nicholas (Adjutant) and SSgt Hurford (PSI) found themselves returning
from Afghanistan to the heart of the
RMLY joining Sgt Atkinson (PSI) on the
regular staff.
The RMLY traditionally offer gunner and
loader IRs for CR2 Regts, the requirement for this role is ever diminishing and
despite the need to conduct training for
promotion in these skills the Regt is currently in the process of evolving to its
new role in base ISTAR and support to
current operations. To that end and after
only a few weeks at the Regt for the
newbies the Regt deployed to Grafenwoehr to conduct a dismounted ranges
and exercise package. This was ably
lead by the then CO, Lt Col Johnny
Brooking RDG, who greeted both Maj
Sutherland and Capt Nicholas with fond
regard and recounted many a happy tail
of their times together at BATUS. If we
heard the tail about the brief that the
now Comd 20X gave during his Battlegroup’s turn through Ex Prairie Brave
then we heard it a hundred times, if we

Maj Sutherland yet again falls for it as SSgt Hurford
asks him to smell the cheese

were in doubt it was the best he had
ever heard!!
The exercise was by far the most optimistic and demanding package that the
RMLY have ever attempted, firmly underpinned by the hard work and skills of
SSgt Hurford and Sgt Atkinson, and has
set the Regt in good stead to spring forward before deploying a cohort with
16Bde later this year. This was only
achievable with the help of QDG who deployed not only an exceptional group of
enemy lead by Cpl Lang and the hard
working admin assistants. The only thing
slightly more frightening then their Taliban
exploits when they all turned up in rig to
the last night smoker. The exercise was
also gave an excellent opportunity for Mr
Ivor Morris, currently RQMS with the
RMLY and old boy of the Regt to re acquaint himself with the WOs’ and Sgts’
Mess, his time as rear link was apparently
as arduous as for those troops in the field
and his drinking arm is still to recover.

to say the QDG were well represented by
both current serving officers and those
who have moved to pastures new, well
there were four of us in total, which for a
TA weekend is not a bad total.
With little training to concentrate on the
work days grew shorter, and non existent for Maj Sutherland who seemed to
spend nearly all of December and January skiing, and for Capt Nicholas who
managed to spend only a week with the
new CO in 2 months, it is a bind when
the CO Des course ends on the same
day that a 3 week trip to South Africa
starts. The free time also aloud some
ogling of Sutherland Heights, the mansion that was issued to Maj Sutherland
from Capt Nicholas’ 3 bed semi.

Unfortunately immediately following this
exercise, and some may say partially because of it, the budget of the RMLY came
crashing down and training all but
stopped in the run up to Christmas leaving
just a Dinner Night to entertain, needless

As this article is written training is ramping
up again with selection and mobilisation
for those deploying and the hunt for more
bounty (the not inconsiderable amount of
money the TA get if they train over a certain amount, and their main effort for the
year) from those who are not. Unfortunately the small band of QDGs here will
be shrinking as Maj Sutherland goes to
ICSC, SSgt Hurford promotes to another
and Sgt Atkinson returns to the Regt.
BN

Due to cuts in the TA budget SSgt Hurford was
disappointed with the size of his new bayonet range

Tpr Sudlow has a look of disgust as Cpl Lang
shoots his share of the TA in Grafenwoehr

Honest it’s a CR2, CVR(T) or any other armoured vehicle you want it to be

Yes, it is Sunday and of course we have had as much fun as everyone else this
weekend
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Features
General Sir Jack Harman –
The 1930s & 40s
By Peter Willett

Jackie Harman, the most successful officer produced by The Queen’s Bays,
was probably not the most cerebral of
Generals. Instead he had unlimited
common sense, the ability to make and
act on quick decisions, a flair for summing up situations rapidly and succinctly
and, most importantly, an almost instinctive feel for what did and what did
not work in the army. He shared that last
aptitude with Johnny Tatham-Warter,
who was killed in the later stages of Second Alamein when commanding A
Squadron of the Bays; Jackie, a man in
many ways formed in the same mould,
succeeded him and saw the squadron
through to the end of the battle with
conspicuous skill.
Whatever his special qualities may have
been, Jackie certainly had intellectual
gifts superior to those of his father Lieutenant-General Sir A.E. Wentworth
(Jakes) Harman, who was Colonel of the
Regiment when I joined in June 1941.
Jakes Harman never emerged form the
chrysalis of the old imperial army. On a
visit to the regiment shortly before we
embarked for the Middle East in September of the same year he asked in a
trembling voice: “D’ye still get the Khedive allowance?” He gave us as children
riding instruction in the Pony Club in the
Blackmore Vale country, treating us as
cavalry recruits with long periods of trotting without stirrups. For him riding was
a discipline, and not meant to be fun.
Jackie resembled his father in no way
whatsoever except in military rank.

view, his interest in racing seemed to
wane in later life. However, he was always an enthusiastic horseman and
polo player. At school he was a dashing
athlete, regularly outpacing his opposite
numbers as a wing three-quarter on the
rugger field and unbeatable in sprints
and over hurdles as I found to my cost
when I made a clandestine book on the
school sports.

2nd Lt JW Harman, 1940

I saw a lot of Jackie in the 1930s and
1940s. As boys we both hunted with the
Blackmore Vale; we were contemporaries at Wellington; and we were both
in A Squadron of the Bays for a cumulative period of more than two years during World War 2. As a boy he was a
keen follower of racing. The dressing
table in his bedroom at their house in
Marnhill had an array of lead model
racehorses with jockeys up in the
colours of prominent owners, like the
primrose and rose hoops of Lord Rosebery and the black jacket, white cap, of
Lord Derby. At Wellington he and I were
the only boys to take the racing paper
The Sporting Life, delivered daily at the
Porter’s Lodge. Sadly, from my point of

General Jackie - A Memorial Sonnet
Your courage and inspiring leadership, all knew
And could perceive and trust your clarity of mind.
If not to all men, it was given to a few
To know your unsung praises of another kind,
So I will sing them now for I remember well
The true humanity which lay deep in your heart.
Commanders sometimes have to play a Spartan part
And so must tread the boards wearing an armoured shell.
But strong men weep and I have seen you moved to tears,
In camera, for friends’ and comrades’ grief and pain;
Your kindness to young men beset by nameless fears;
Your love of the absurd. Now, here with you again,
We celebrate long years of life and at life’s end
We wish you joy upon The Other Shore, dear friend.
By Piers Alexander (aka Piers de Berniere-Smart)

I became aware of the fact that the army
was Jackie’s natural habitat soon after I
joined the regiment. He was an L.O. on
1st Armoured Division HQ and one day
when he visited the regiment I was impressed by his easy talk about what
“Willoughby”
(Major-General
Sir
Willoughby Norrie, the divisional commander and later commander of 30
Corps) had said and what “Willoughby”
had done. To me in those days generals
were demi-gods inhabiting some remote
pantheon, and to hear the divisional
commander referred to in such familiar
terms was a revelation of how much
Jackie had grown up in his military persona. It was apparent, too, that he had
developed an acute, if sometimes caustic, sense of humour.
Jackie returned to the regiment early in
1942 and I served with him in A Squadron
at the battles of the Gazala Line, First and
Second Alamein and the Mareth Line before he was sent back to England, as I
believe, an instructor at Sandhurst. Subsequently he saw action in Normandy before returning to the regiment late in
August 1944 when we were preparing for
the attack on the Gothic Line. His arrival
released me from an extremely awkward
predicament. We were encamped in a
wood overlooking the Adriatic near Pesaro, a seemingly idyllic location, when,
one sunny evening, I was approached by
Sergeant Ginger Taylor, who informed me
that the men would not be happy to go
into battle under the command of the
present Squadron Leader, Major X. Taylor was a man of unimpeachable efficiency, courage and loyalty whose
opinion could not be lightly dismissed.
Major X was convivial but military speaking almost completely incompetent. I
was at a loss as to what action to take
and after some discussion I told Taylor
that I would convey his objection to the
Commanding Officer. Minutes later the
news that Jackie had arrived reached
me, and the situation was saved. Major
X was despatched to Rome on the pre-
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text that he was suffering from chronic, if
mild, dysentery, and Jackie was installed
as squadron leader. Jackie’s professionalism and cool judgment served the
squadron well in the confused battle of
the Coriano ridge and saved the
squadron from sharing the fate of B and
C squadron which were decimated in the
hopeless dud attack on Point 153 from
Monte Cieco two weeks later. Jackie
continued in command of A Squadron
throughout the muddy, indecisive river
line battles that autumn and in the final
push towards the Po the following spring.
I saw relatively little of Jackie after I left
the regiment in September 1946. The
last occasion on which I spent signifi-

cant time with him was in September
1994 when I accompanied him and Douglas MacCallan, who had survived the
abortive B Squadron attack on Point
153, on a nostalgic fiftieth anniversary
visit to the Gothic Line battle field. For
four days we retraced the actions at Coriano and Monte Cieco, four miles
south-west of Rimini. We benefited from
the company of the Italian military historian Amedeo Montemaggi, who had
studied the Gothic Line battles from the
German as well as the British side. He
identified the positions of the German
self-propelled anti-tank guns that were
able to fire directly into the left rear of the
B and C Squadron tanks as they
advanced down the forward slope of the

Monte Cieco ridge, inflicting terrible
casualties.
We also paid our respects at the regimental war memorial, situated close to
the Monte Cieco road junction that commemorates the eighteen members of the
regiment who perished that day. We
were pleased to find the memorial in
spotless order thanks to the devoted efforts of local school children; and the
objection that we registered to an unsightly square concrete structure, belonging to the Rimini Water Board
adjacent to the memorial resulted in the
planting of a hedge to conceal it. That
must have been one of the great services that Jackie did for the regiment.

Marcel Pic Charactures
Within the Officers’ Mess there is a collection of thirty-six Marcel Pic caricatures that have been inherited from both
the KDG and the Bays. Very little is
known about Marcel Pic, but it appears
that he was a jobbing artist in Cairo of
French-Algerian stock, who was very
popular with the various regiments that
were posted to Egypt during the late
19th Century. The Regimental collection
dates from between 1894 and 1896.
The caricatures themselves are all rather
good fun and indicate that the spirit of
the Army has changed very little over the
past century. There is one of Lt Cordon
on the boat back to Britain with his sick
chit that rather reminds us of Lt Garland.
What is even more interesting is that we
are in the fortunate position of possessing various Mess books that also date
from this period. It is tradition in the

Mess to have a Lie Book, to record tall
stories or funny comments that various
members make. Several of the characters in the pictures are quoted in these.
One, Lt Langton of the KDG, it appears
had an active dream-life similar to Lt
Matthews’. One entry reads ‘One night
I dreamed I was a rabbit in a hole eating
cabbages. When I woke up I found myself head-downwards in the bed and
that I had eaten a hole in the sheets’. He
was not averse to telling the odd tall
story for the amusement of his brother
officers, at least we all hope he made it
up. He maintains that while travelling in
Spain he stayed at a hacienda one night
and woke up around midnight feeling
ravenous. Searching the room, he found
what he took to be a hunk of ham which
he made a good meal of. Imagine his
horror upon waking at dawn, to discover
it was the backside of a dead chap who
had been put in a barrel awaiting burial.

Many of the Officers depicted also
played an important role in both Regimental and National history. It was a
KDG officer, Major Marter, who practically brought the Zulu War to a close by
the capture of King Ceteweyo in 1880.
He died in South Africa on a separate
tour against the Boers having been
wounded in the stomach. By this time
he was a Brigade Major.
While in Egypt the Bays saw active service. Captain Persse led a squadron in
campaigns between 1896 and 1898,
culminating in the capture of Khartoum.
But it was not all war and battle honours
for the Regiments; Captain Bell-Smyth
found time to learn a little local husbandry while on expedition with the
KDG in Pondoland, South Africa. According to his Lie Book entry, he met
with a local chief with a great reputation
as a horse doctor. This chief showed
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him the local method of curing a horse
of bots (a type of parasite much like
worms). ‘He removed the pipe he was
smoking from his mouth and carefully inserted it in the “touch hole” of the afflicted animal, which, far from resenting
the treatment, appeared to thoroughly
enjoy his smoke and puffed away with
greatest content. Having finished the
pipe, a strong purgative was adminis-

tered and the bots, stupefied by the tobacco fumes, and unable to hold on,
were compelled to evacuate their
stronghold’. Alongside this story a subaltern has kindly drawn an artist’s impression of the scene entitled ‘Reveries
– a quiet smoke’. Could he be a 19th
Century Lt Sambrook, with his zoological knowledge? Certainly no Beaver as
the knowledge was useful.

83
Aside from curing horses and capturing
kings, there was always time for a little
big game hunting for the Officers of our
predecessor regiments. Now used to
post letters, we have in the mess the
foot of an African Elephant, I don’t know
which foot exactly, but I feel sure that either Lt Roberts of Captain Beaver would
be able to furnish us with an answer.
RJHJ

The Regimental Association
Regimental Home Headquarters
Lt Col (Retd) WR Brace MBE BEM
Capt (Retd) MD Davies
Catherine
Angela
Kate
Mr Clive Morris

Regimental Secretary
Assistant Secretary
Subscriptions/General Enquiries
Shop/General Enquiries
Lottery/PJM Medal/General Enquiries
Museum Curator

2009 has been very busy indeed for HHQ, the highlight without doubt being the Regiment’s 50th birthday celebrations on
31st July in Cardiff. Preparation started in the January with the
Colonel of the Regiment giving us his direction on how the
day’s celebrations should unfold. We were very fortunate to
have been given permission from the City Council for the exclusive use of Cardiff Castle for the day. The Castle was a
wonderful back drop and meant that the whole event could be
planned and managed in one location. It was decided that a
Royal Guard would form up on the Castle Green to welcome
our Colonel-in-Chief, followed by the Regiment exercising its
rights by marching through the city centre. After the ceremonials were completed it was to be a regimental family occasion, with the Colonel-in-Chief enjoying the company of his
Regiment. Planning, they say, is everything and the Regimental Secretary was indeed very fortunate to have Major John
Smith, Susannah Beatson-Hird and Major Alasdair HalfordMartin Forde, Charlie Russell and John Mackley enjoy a joke with
the Colonel-in-Chief

The “Old Boys” gather for a photograph and to
regale the Colonel-in-Chief with stories of the past
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General and Lady Harman, enjoying the sunshine before the Regimental Royal Guard of Honour marches onto the Castle Green

Macleod who were all instrumental in ensuring that the day was
the success it was.
Requests for tickets were soon coming in and Kate, Angela
and Catherine, the HHQ staff, worked tirelessly to collate lists,
print and send out tickets and instructions to members of the
Regiment and the RCA. By the time the ticket sales closed we
had 1700 guests and families attending during the day and
1200 for the evening party; a wonderful turnout. The days
leading up to the event were somewhat fraught as the weather
was appalling and it rained incessantly, leading to the real possibility that the parade could be called off. Extra marquees
were ordered and we all kept our fingers crossed. On the
morning of the parade we awoke to find the sun shining and
blue skies and we knew we were in for a wonderful day.

Having been inspected by the Colonel-in-Chief the Regiment
marched out of the Castle gates and around the city. The
crowds were 10 deep on the pavements and cheered them
the whole way round. It was a marvellous sight on the streets
of Cardiff and one that will be remembered for a long time by
all those of us who were there. There was a little light rain at
the party in the evening but by that time I think we had all had
such an enjoyable parade that nothing was going to spoil the
fun; there were even people dancing under umbrellas!
Without doubt our 50th Birthday was the highlight of the year
and a lot of people worked extremely hard to make it a great
day.
WRB

COMBINED CAVALRY WEEKEND 2009
Officers’ Regimental Dinner
The annual Regimental Dinner took place at the Cavalry and
Guards Club on Friday 8th May 2009 to celebrate 50 years of
QDG. 188 officers attended for what was a memorable occasion – first rate food, quite superb wines, previously laid
down, and, above all, excellent company. Great effort was
made by the ‘whippers-in’ to produce a magnificent turnout.
Those attending are listed below:
J E Borrett, Mr E Barham, Lt Col DJC Treasure, Capt DG
Swan, Capt ER Broadbent, C I Bostock, Capt AF Hulton, Maj
JCA Benda, Brig G N Powell, Maj O Larminie, Capt DEA Cole,
Judge DG Morgan, Maj R G Mullins, Lt Col SMP Stewart, Capt
ED Grounds, Capt CDS Barclay, Maj Gen RW Ward, Lt Col
SAB Ward, 2Lt P O G White, Maj J Harris, 2Lt M Behrens, Lt
Col T Morris LVO, A M Warmington, Lt N K De Courcy-Ireland, J Allcock, Lt J Van Laun, Col JI Pocock, Capt AFJ Roe,
Capt C Shepherd-Barron, Capt M Ashley-Miller, Lt D Warner,
Mr SM Parkinson, PDK Marques, Maj A Wood, Maj T Smart,
Lt G Nicholson, Col EJK O’Brien, Maj IS Hodgson, Brig RC
Middleton, J Stenhouse, Capt J Grandy, RDK Edwards, Col
PJ Andrews, RJN Booth, Maj H Smith, DJDA Sheehan, T H
Drabble, Col T Wilson, J J Farquharson, D C Gordon, D
Negus, G Scutt, I Frazer, Maj A Marsden, Col C G Peacocke,
S C Seymour, M Stewart, M Thompson, Maj Gen Sir Desmond
Rice, Gen Sir Jackie Harman, Mr D Rosier, Capt Healey, Mr T
M Pearson, Lord S Reading, Lt Gen Sir M Johnston, J Ridg-

way, AHK Edwards, C Craven, DPB Roberts, Brig Bond, Maj
PLC Bond, A Clay, CW Taylor-Young, GG Campbell, CA Eade,
Capt AR MacEwen, Maj ACA Benda, CA Phipps, A Lee, TDH
Rutter, Lt Col A Gordon-Hall, M Richards, TP Woodward, JS
Davidson, Col CD Mackenzie-Beevor, A McCallum, Maj JI
Flanagan, Maj TM Hulton, DCD Coombes, Maj JA Moreton,
JA Montgomery, G Streatfield, P Benham-Crosswell, RJ
Staveley, MF Propert Lewis, R Robinson, Col R Windsor, RE
Alexander, C Hookey, JAV De Candole, N Fenton, HT Lloyd,
CJ Middleton, C James, JP Brooke, W Van Laun, ABF Mockler, N Stephens, RAD Mannings, Maj AD Corfield, Mr J Hick,
AW Bridge, E Stenhouse, T Howard , Lt Col WJ Stockton
OBE, Maj Mcdougal, Col Pittman, Capt JHD Crawford, MRM
Eliot, AG Gibson, D Owen, RL Jenkins, A Clay, ME White, NP
Lykke-Dahn, SW Curran, Maj M Botsford, ADG Ashton, Mr Elliott, BS Stokes, H Long, Maj AJ Alford, P Wickham, G
Younger, J Banbury, J P De Jonge, H Sugden, Rev R A Bowden, MRT Todd, JJ Greenwood, C Cecil-Wright, Lt Col Brace,
P Corfield, N R Amphlett, Maj Gen Mayall, Beaver, Carrol,
Charlesworth, Farebrother, Garland, Gates, Greaney, Hoey,
Jackson, John, Matthews, Mcculloch, Mildinhall, Moore,
Nicholas, Parkyn, Patel, Pilcher, Maj Powell, Renshaw, Lt Col
Richmond, C W Robinson, Ruck-Keene, Ruggles-Brise, Russell, Sambrook, Seys, Maj Smith, D Staveley, Sudlow, Sutherland, N Thomas, Waggett, Lord Elton, Charles Craven, W
Guck, S Parkes, G Fearn, H Longmore, M Mates, D Parker.
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Memorial Parade and Service
Sunday 10th May 2009
The 2009 Combined Cavalry Old Comrades Association Memorial Parade was held on the morning of Sunday 10th May in
Hyde Park. The day was pleasant and thankfully remained fine,
as usual those taking part formed up on Broad Walk for a preparade chat and adjustment of medals. As we had been the
sponsor regiment the year before, this year we had the responsibility of carrying the large and impressive CCOCA
wreath. Four able bodied, but unlikely, “volunteers” carried out
this task in the form of Alfie Corfield, Clive Morris, Alan Wildsmith and Dave Watson; Mike Davies carried the Regimental
wreath and the Association banner was as usual carried by the
Chairman of the RCA Jeff Crane. Our drill got progressively
better the further along the route we marched and by the second turn we were just about in step ready for the eyes right.
Following the parade a large number of the officers and their
guests enjoyed a splendid lunch in the Cavalry Club.
WRB

Dave Watson, Clive Morris, Alan Wildsmith and Maj Alfie Corfield limber up for
the wreath carry

RCA Visit to the Regiment
In the early hours of Friday 9th October a hardy band of Association members gathered on the square at Maindy Barracks for the start of what was to be a most enjoyable
weekend visiting the Regiment in Sennelager. This was the
first time the Association had visited in seven years and so it
was eagerly awaited - we were not going to be disappointed.
The coach, driven by Ryan Wilson an association member,
was appointed with two crucial pieces of equipment, a fridge
and a toilet! With the former stocked we set off for Dover. We
made two stops on the way to pick up more association mem-

bers, arriving in Dover at just before 08:00 hrs where we
picked up our final passengers.

Frank Morse: African Sunset or Strawberry Blonde? – You decide

Never fall asleep in the Mess, you could end you like this! Killer Romph in full warpaint

The RCA Chairman Jeff Crane and Bill Anslow at their ease. Note the empty
wine bottle; the others are hidden behind the sofa

The RCA on a pub crawl around the Sqn Bars. Left to Right: Phil Clare, Maggot,
Frankie Morse, Dav, Syd Ashley, Black Will, Graham Sweet and John Schumskij

With the fridge empty we finally arrived at Dempsey Barracks,
15 hours after leaving Cardiff. On arrival we were greeted by
the CO and the RSM and warmly welcomed into the WO’s and
Sgt’s Mess, where we also met up with a number of Association members who had made their own way to Germany. Having settled into our accommodation we had supper and spent
the evening enjoying the company of the Sgt’s Mess.
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Don Burley and his wife Madge with Jim and Catherine Hall relaxing in the Mess
after a long day

Harold Ponfield presents a plaque to the Commanding Officer on behalf of the
Swansea Branch of the Royal British Legion

Amazing, isn’t it....still the same as you used

Just like old times

The following day we were up bright and early, mainly because
we had a full days programme but not least because a person,
who shall remain nameless, was marching up and down the
corridor of our accommodation shouting for reveille! After a
hearty breakfast we started our first full day with an introductory talk by the Commanding Officer. His talk was extremely
well received by the Association members, with his emphasis
being on the Regimental Family and where he saw the Association, as the largest part of that family, fitting in and as an integral part of QDG plc. From there we were taken to the
Combined Arms Tactical Trainer (CATT) in STC for a demonstration of the way the Regiment trains in this day and age. It
was like a big boy’s theme park, allowing us to play on a “virtual battlefield”, which everyone found fascinating; there were
lots of comments like: “it’s a lot different from our day”. After
lunch we were treated to an equipment demonstration by the
Sabre Sqns which gave us a really good insight to both the
personal kit and the weapons that the Regiment used during
its recent tour of Afghanistan. This was followed by a
“friendly” rugby match against the Queen’s Royal Hussars,
which it goes without saying the Regiment won.
That evening the hospitality continued in the Sgt’s Mess,
where the food was of a German flavour and again excellent,
the food was definitely one of the highlights of our visit. That
evening we were also joined by a number of Association members who live and work in Germany, many stories were told
and probably re-told. Some of the more adventurous went on
a “pub crawl” around the Sqn bars and were delighted to see
that some still had trophies and memorabilia from when they
served. A small contingent, guided by a number of SNCO’s,
even made it onto the Strip for the delights of a German bar.

The end-ex photo after being put through our paces at CATT. L to R: Alfie Corfield,
Dave Watson, Chalky White, Feet Davies and John Schumskij (who is trying to make
up his mind if it is tea or coffee!)

Coming to breakfast the next morning one of our number was
found asleep on a Mess sofa, having been there all night.
Sadly however, the makeup, mascara and lipstick we had applied to his face the night before whilst he was asleep had
worn off.
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Mr Jones; a decade on and still going

So come on Sgt Davies, what is it?

On our final day with the Regiment we attended a regimental
church service to remember those who had made the ultimate
sacrifice and give thanks for all those who have served as a
KDG, a Bay, or a QDG and those who serve today. An excellent lunch followed in the respective Mess’s before the CO
and the RSM finally saw us onto the coach for our long journey home.

ley and Ponfield both being in their 90’s. The Regiment were
the most generous of hosts, where nothing was too much
trouble and we were looked after in true QDG style. Our
thanks must of course go to the Commanding Officer for allowing us to visit and the RSM and his PMC for hosting us in
the WO’s and Sgt’s Mess. But, we must also thank the young
men of the Regiment who gave up their weekend to look after
us and the Chefs who laid on such marvellous food. It was so
good to be back in the heart of the Regiment and to know
without doubt that it is in such fine fettle.
WRB

Over 60 Association members and their wives made the trip to
Germany, including Mr Don Burley DCM of the Bays with his
wife Madge and Mr Harold Ponfield of the KDG; Messer’s Bur-

Field of Remembrance
On Thursday 5th November 2009 a small group of Old Comrades and one serving member of the Regiment gathered in
the garden of Westminster Abbey for the annual Poppy Appeal Field of Remembrance. His Royal Highness The Duke of
Edinburgh as usual having laid the first wreath then toured the
regimental plots. The Regimental Plot was this year, for the
first time, laid out by Capt Alan Healey, who has graciously
agreed to take over the task from Mr Cliff Chapman. The Duke
toured the Garden of Remembrance stopping to talk to old
comrades including Capt Healey at the Regimental Plot. The
following were on parade:
Capt A Healey, Mr FDS Rosier, Lt Col WR Brace, Capt MD
Davies and Tpr Carrol.
WRB

Captain Mike Davies, Tpr Carrol and the
Regimental Secretary at the Field of
Remembrance outside Westminster Abby

Captain Alan Healey meeting
HRH The Duke of Edinburgh

Regimental Trust
Trustees:

Colonel CD MacKenzie-Beevor CBE (Chairman)
IW Frazer Esq
Lieutenant Colonel MRM Eliot

In June 2009, Major General RW Ward handed over to Colonel
MacKenzie-Beevor as Chairman of the Trust. During his 17
years as Chairman, General Ward has worked tirelessly and
overseen an enormous change in the size and value of Trust
funds from some £40,000 at the start to circa £918,000 in
2009. We all owe him a great debt of gratitude for all he has
done to ensure the stability of the Trust for years to come.
In 2009, the Trustees have made grants of over £30,000 to the
Regiment following their return from Afghanistan. These
grants include contributions towards the rugby tour of South

Africa, mountaineering and winter sports expeditions and towards the 50th Anniversary Celebrations in Cardiff.
Many Old Comrades have responded to the recent Appeal by
the Colonel of the Regiment and, thanks to Major Charles
Phipps and his “team of helpers”, over £70,000 has been raised.
The Trustees are extremely grateful to all those who have contributed so generously – the Appeal is still open! The aim is to
raise the value of the Fund to a figure from which annual grants
to the Regiment can be made from investment returns.
CM-B
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Obituaries
Sadly the following deaths were notified to the Regimental Secretary throughout 2009.
NAME
R Moss
Tpr P Page
D M Hay
W H Smith
J Forde
Lt Col M H Knapp
E Clarke
Maj J North
Maj A R Aylmer
Cpl/Sgt? W Kay
Brig JGG de P Ferguson
V MacEwen
Gen Sir Jackie Harman GCB OBE MC
Maj A M Dean OBE

REGIMENT
BAYS
KDG
KDG
KDG/BAYS

SERVED
1944 - 1947

KDG
KDG
BAYS
KDG
KDG
QDG
QDG
BAYS/QDG
BAYS

1943 - 1958
1947 - 1948
WW2
1941 - 1956

General Sir Jack Harman, GCB,
OBE, MC
General Sir Jack Harman who died in
December 2009 aged 89 was born to
be a soldier. He was the only son of
Lieutenant-General Sir Wentworth Harman, KCB, DSO and educated at
Wellington College and Sandhurst. He
started his brilliant career early, being
commissioned at the age of 19 into The
Queen’s Bays, his father’s old regiment, in time to serve with them in the
brief campaign in France and ended his
career at the top, as Adjutant-General and then DeputySupreme Allied Commander Europe. Indeed he excelled
throughout – both regimentally and in the wider and higher
echelons of the Army.
His contemporaries noted from the earliest days that “Jackie”
had that indefinable quality of self-possession and independence which was the strength of his character. He had no difficulty in making decisions – and he had many hard ones to make
– and was always able to concentrate on the ultimate aim.
In May 1940 he went with his Regiment to France. The Bays
got as far as the River Seine at Rouen before handing in their
tanks at Le Mans and travelling by lorry to Brest from where
they were evacuated barely a month later. With no tanks, the
Regiment was stationed at Sutton Veny in Wiltshire and were
deployed as infantry for the German invasion. Jackie’s troop
was responsible for setting up road blocks astride the
Warminster – Shaftesbury Road.
In 1941 he was attached to HQ 1st Armoured Division and
sailed with them to the Middle East at the same time as The
Queen’s Bays, which was in 2nd Armoured Brigade and part
of 1st Armoured Division. He rejoined his regiment before the
battle of Gazala and started his career progression as second
in command of A Squadron. After some 19 days fighting only
seven tanks survived and Jackie’s was one of them. At the
battle of Alamein he took command of A Squadron when his
squadron leader was killed; he was just 22 years old. The
Regiment advanced from Alamein to Tunisia and Jackie was
involved in the bitter fighting of the battles round Mareth and
El Hamma before the decisive battle of Tunis. On conclusion
of the fighting in North Africa he was awarded a well deserved
MC. Parts of his citation read “Major Harman’s Crusader

1941 - 1946
1945 - 1948

1960 - 1997

1941 - 1946

DIED
2008
Oct 03

AGE
82
73

Nov 08
Jan 09
Jan 09
Feb 09
Apr 09
Apr 09
Jul 09
Oct 09
Nov 09
Dec 09
Jan 10

81

82
88

60
89

Squadron was leading the Regiment” and “the advance
passed through cornfields heavily sown with minefields and
he lost all but 6 crusaders and distinguished himself by his
great coolness and skill, although twice blown up himself”....(The 9th Lancers were on the right and by now their
Sqn Ldr was killed)..... “Major Harman immediately took command of survivors of both squadrons and despite heavy and
accurate enemy fire he went forward to render assistance to
many casualties walking about on foot with complete disregard to personal danger....by immediately taking command of
the difficult situation he restored control, saved many lives.
His personal gallantry under heavy fire was of the highest
order”. He had proved himself to be an outstanding squadron
leader and had been twice wounded.
In early 1944 he returned to the UK and was transferred to the
newly raised 24th Lancers. With them he took part in the Normandy landings – an experience he described as “unpleasant”. He returned later that year to The Queen’s Bays, by then
in Italy, and was immediately required to take command of a
squadron. He remained with the regiment until the end of the
war and experienced difficult river crossing battles, acting as
infantry during the severe winter and, finally, the successful
break out of the Argenta Gap. By then he was a thoroughly
seasoned and battle hardened squadron leader.
With peace time conditions in Italy, he enjoyed racing and he
was introduced to polo at which he at once proved to be a
natural player. During his career with the regiment he inspired
and led on the polo field attaining a handicap of 3 – which
many players thought was too low. He was a pivotal member
of the QDG team which were Army Champions in 1959.
1947 saw him, as Adjutant, moving with the Regiment from
Italy to the Canal Zone before returning to England on leave
and marrying Gwladys Murphy, widow of Lieutenant Colonel
R.J. Murphy. He attended The Staff College in 1949 and after
holding staff appointments as GS02 and DAQMG he returned
to the Regiment in Libya as second-in-command which he
continued to do after the amalgamation with the KDG’s to
form 1st The Queen’s Dragoon Guards in 1959. He accepted
the amalgamation wholeheartedly and did all he could to
make the transition smooth and successful. He was promoted
Brevet Lieutenant-Colonel in 1958 and assumed command of
1st The Queen’s Dragoon Guards in 1960. He soon proved to
be an outstanding commanding officer who drew the best
from both Regiments and who created high morale, demanded high standards especially in the field and provided
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the base from which the regiment’s successes have flowed.
He was deservedly awarded an OBE.

Jackie was a greatly admired Colonel of 1st The Queen’s Dragoon Guards from 1975 -80 as was his father from 1930-47.

His next appointment, as Chief Instructor of the All Arms Tactics Wing at Warminster, was a true test of his moral strength
and character. There was dead wood to be cut out and new
concepts of the army’s tactical needs to be introduced. He
succeeded in creating new and exciting courses regardless of
the inevitable unpopularity associated with such changes.

He was also Colonel Commandant of the Royal Armoured Corps
from 1977-80. He was appointed ADC (Gen) to the Queen 197780. He was awarded the KCB (1974) and GCB (1978).

In 1965 he was appointed commander of the 11th Infantry
Brigade in BAOR – a testing appointment for a cavalry man –
and in 1967 was selected for the year’s course at The Imperial Defence College. His career gathered pace as he then
moved to Brigadier General Staff of the Army’s Strategic Command before being chosen, in 1970, to command 1st Armoured Division in BAOR. This was the HQ he had joined
thirty years earlier as a 2nd Lieutenant – he was now a MajorGeneral – and which his father had commanded in 1930.
His appointment as Commander of The Royal Military Academy
at Sandhurst brought him into the public eye. The Army Board
had decided to halve the over-long and academically slanted
two year course and to emphasise professional military training
so that young officers were fitted to command troops more
quickly. Jackie agreed in principle with the proposed changes
but took steps to ameliorate the pressures imposed on both staff
and cadets. A sensible one year course thus emerged.
In 1974 he took over command of 1st British Corps in Germany
at a time when The Army Board was seeking manpower
economies at all levels. The most controversial proposal was the
elimination of brigade headquarters as being too large. Jackie
strongly disagreed. He believed economies could better be
found at divisional level and registered his objections personally
to the Chief of the General Staff. He was over-ruled and loyally
carried out his instructions. Within a few years events proved
Jackie had been right and brigade groups were reinstated.
Jackie’s appointment to the Army Board as Adjutant General,
in 1976, was his first experience of working in Whitehall. It
was a difficult time. Service morale was dangerously low due
to the Government’s pay freezes which resulted in service pay
being well below civilian pay. Recruiting and retention were
consequently a real problem. Moreover, for three months in
1977, the services were required to provide emergency cover
during the Fireman’s strike. Jackie and his Naval and Air
Force colleagues emphasised to Ministers that an improved
pay award to firemen must be accompanied by drastic remedial measures to service pay. Jackie played a leading part in
the conflict over pay between the Service Chiefs and The
Callaghan Government with the Services eventually winning
a two stage restoration of pay comparability. His determination and strength of will were brought to the fore in this post
which he detested. In fact, in a string of high profile, difficult
jobs he always showed strong moral courage and, although
modest by nature and when the going was tough, he proved,
as in command, tough and determined.
His highly successful membership of The Army Board, as Adjutant General, led to his final appointment, in 1978, as Deputy
Supreme Allied Commander Europe under the US General Al
Haig and then General Bernie Rogers. General Haig was a likeable but very political soldier and with power resting with his
Chief of Staff Jackie was faced with a task requiring tact and
moral courage. The problems he faced were an extension of
Soviet nuclear development and the wave of anti-nuclear sentiment in most NATO countries. He was truly moving in top
political and military circles and he enjoyed the experience until
his retirement in 1981, which brought to an end an outstanding career spanning more than forty years. He was at heart a
Regimental Soldier – indeed very much a soldier’s soldier.

After his retirement he joined the Council of the AA, eventually
becoming Vice-Chairman, and he was also Vice-Chairman of
the National Army Museum.
Jackie remained closely involved and deeply interested in all Regimental affairs and was the staunchest of Old Comrades, attending practically all Regimental Functions. He was a true and loyal
friend. He enjoyed tennis, fishing and all equestrian pursuits.
Jackie and Gwladys had one daughter and he was a most admirable step-father to her two daughters. Gwladys sadly died
in 1996. They were a very devoted couple, and she was a
tremendous support in his long and distinguished career. He
married again in 2001, Sheila Perkins, widow of Major C
Perkins, and was so fortunate to have a second extremely
happy marriage.
DFMacC/RWW

Brigadier JGG de P Ferguson OBE, DL
Gordon Ferguson died in October
2009, aged 66, after a courageous battle with Motor Neurone Disease, showing great inner strength throughout in
the face of extreme adversity.
After Downside and Sandhurst he joined
the Regiment in Wolfenbuttel in 1963.
He first made his mark on the athletics
track representing the Regiment in the
100 and 200m. During his spells at regimental duty he served on operations in Borneo in 1965 and
Northern Ireland in 1974. He flew helicopters and was an integral part of the Regimental Air Troop. On centralisation of the
helicopter fleet he transferred to 661 Squadron, AAC.
Gordon commanded the Regiment from 1982- 85. During this
period and with less than 12 hours notice he left a training exercise in North Yorkshire to command the British element of
the multi-national force in Beirut and which included the second of two QDG squadrons deployed there – the purpose of
which was to support the Lebanese Government and Army in
establishing stability in a country ravaged by inter-factional
fighting, further compounded by the Israeli invasion targeting
the PLO and besieging the city of Beirut.
For his outstanding leadership he was awarded the OBE, his
citation stating: “he soon became a dominant and highly respected personality to the extent that his contingent was specially requested to maintain the security of the ceasefire talks.
His force of character, even-handedness and personal charm
created an atmosphere where the rival Lebanese factions
were prepared to meet did much to ensure that their talks continued in the face of great difficulty”. The achievements of
this small force were out of all proportion to their size. The
Regiment, represented by A and C Squadrons, which carried
out high profile, high risk peacekeeping patrols, was awarded
the Wilkinson Sword of Peace.
Staff work was undoubtedly his forte. He was both a student
and an instructor at the Army Staff College. He then had a
string of high profile staff jobs within NATO, initially as MA to
CinC AFNORTH. After attending the NATO Defence College
in Rome he worked in the policy divisions of both SHAPE and,
as a Brigadier, at NATO Headquarters. Then he became
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Deputy Commander, South District. His final posting was
back in Norway in the operations branch at HQ AFNORTH
where he was appointed ADC to HM The Queen. He retired
after 34 years service.
On retirement he and Celia returned to Sion Mills where he
worked for the Pushkin Trust, established by the Duchess of
Abercorn, its purpose being to encourage school children,
Catholics and Protestants on both sides of the border, to express their thoughts and feelings by creative means, by writing short stories and poems. Gordon was deeply involved
with the work and he became their chief fund-raiser. He was
appointed a Deputy Lieutenant for County Tyrone.
Gordon was a loyal supporter of the Regiment and, despite
living in Ireland, he and Celia regularly attended major Regimental occasions. He was very much a family man, proud of
his children. To Celia, Clare, Lucy, Edward and Rory, who was
commissioned into the QDG, and their families we extend our
heartfelt sympathy.
RWW

Lieutenant Colonel M.H. Knapp
Maurice Knapp died on 2nd January
2009, aged 94. He began and ended
his military career in The Yeomanry.
He joined the Royal Wiltshire Yeomanry
in 1933 and embodied in 1939 for active service in Palestine, Egypt and
Libya being commissioned into the
Royal Armoured Corps in August 1942.
He joined the KDG in the summer of
1943 at Suani ben Adem, near Tunis.
His experience as a yeoman and fighting in Sherman tanks was immediately put to good use. The
Regiment was due to receive some 75 mm field pieces,
mounted in Half-Tracks, for the proposed new establishment.
Maurice was ideally placed to run the instruction classes.
He fought with the KDGs in Italy, Greece, Palestine and Syria as
a troop leader. During the Italian Campaign the Regiment
reached the Garigliano river line in the autumn 1943 and took
up positions of observation. There Tony Llewellyn-Palmer,
showing his customary initiative and daring, introduced a novel
form of reconnaissance. As OC A Sqn, he and Johnny Maxwell,
dressed as peasants and laden with bundles of cabbages,
slowly tramped over their squadron frontage to get a better feel
for the area in broad daylight and in full view of the enemy, without provoking any reaction from them. Not to be outdone
Messrs Chrystal and Knapp of B Sqn drove down the road to the
river in a pony and cart to lay a string of anti-personnel mines
across the road. During the Italian campaign he was Mentioned
in Despatches. At the end of the war he commanded the KDG
contingent on the Victory Parade before King George VI.
During peacetime Maurice was successively HQ Sqn Ldr (as
a Captain), Adjutant, OC B Sqn and Regimental 2i/c in Malaya
1956 – 58. Not naturally outgoing he proved to be a quietly efficient and effective Regimental Officer. He played polo for
the Regiment, hunted and raced. For his final posting he commanded the Shropshire Yeomanry from 1958 – 61.
On retirement he returned to farming for a short time in Montgomeryshire and then in 1965 he became personnel manager
for a firm of contractors in Cheshire before finally retiring in
1980. He settled in Berkshire where he was active in the Royal
British Legion.
RWW

Major Anthony Aylmer
Tony Aylmer served in both the South
African and British Armies and, since
his retirement from the King’s Dragoon
Guards in 1957, he has been an extremely loyal supporter of the Regiment, regularly attending reunions in
London and Cardiff. Until his death, he
was the editor of a KDG newsletter – a
dedicated task relying on input from his
brother officers and old comrades.
Born in 1923, Tony was educated at Stowe and the Diocesan
College in Cape Town. Immediately on leaving school in 1942,
he enlisted in the Natal Mounted Rifles, and fought with them
in North Africa and Italy until the end of the war.
Having won the Belt of Honour at OCTU, he was commissioned into the KDG, joining in Palestine in 1947 as an experienced armoured car troop leader and serving in C Squadron.
Stationed in Tiberius life was fun – wonderful wildfowling, and
the Regiment had a pack of hounds and hunted jackal. From
1954-1957 he was Adjutant and then Training Major with the
North Irish Horse, the KDGs then being their sponsor regiment.
Since his retirement and, despite his business ventures, which
included introducing cable television into Devon, he managed
to spend part of the year in South Africa.
Tony was an all round sportsman. In 1954 he and Mouse
Moreton, with two others, took it upon themselves to form the
first Army team to compete in the Inter-Services Championships on the Cresta at St Moritz, finishing a close second to
the RAF at their first attempt. In 1956, Tony captained the
Army Cresta team and was awarded his Army colours.
He was an extremely competent sub-aqua diver and underwater photographer with world-wide experience. He was a
keen and expert shot and fisherman. He enjoyed wildfowling
on the Elbe and the North Sea coast when the Regiment was
stationed in Hamburg and Neumunster.
In recent years, he devoted an immense amount of time and
effort in support of the Torquay Samaritans and several other
local charities who were well represented at his funeral.
JAM/RWW

Major Sir John Griffin
John Griffin who has died aged 85 was
an eminent courtier and a distinguished
soldier.
John was born in 1924, went to the
Grange Preparatory School in Crowborough and then on to Harrow in
1937. He excelled at games and
played for the cricket XI for two years,
1941 and 1942 last of which he was
captain, when Field Marshal Lord Bramall was captain of Eton. He was also in the Rugger XV for
two years; he was again Captain in his last year.
On leaving Harrow in 1942 he joined the Army and was commissioned into the 24th Lancers joining them in Normandy in
July 1944. His journey to Normandy was somewhat fraught.
He set off without orders, went to the Kent coast and found an
LSL in which he crossed to France. Meanwhile in England he
was posted as Absent Without Leave. Notice for his arrest on
sight reached the 24th Lancers a week or two after he had arrived! His beaming face and cooperative attitude quickly
earned him the approval of his new Regiment. Due to the ca-
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sualties suffered by the Royal Armoured Corps the 24th Lancers
were disbanded to provide reinforcements for the remainder of
the Corps and John transferred to The Queen’s Bays, not without difficulty as The Bays were serving in Italy at the time.
He joined The Bays during the winter of 1944 for the fighting in
the Forli and Faenza region SE of Bologna, commanding a
troop in ‘A’ Squadron until the end of the war and for sometime
thereafter. A robust, cheerful and resourceful officer, he immediately gained the confidence of all ranks. An officer who was
full of fun he made many friends. He played a distinguished
and courageous part in the Regiment’s operations in 1945 particularly in the final battle of the Argenta Gap, and which were
only terminated by the German surrender on 5th May 1945.
His first appointment away from the Regiment was as ADC to
the GOC Anti-Aircraft Command, General Sir Ivor Thomas,
after which he returned to the Regiment, then stationed at
Fallingbostel in Germany, when he was appointed Adjutant.
His next appointment was as Staff Captain “Q” at Headquarters 7th Armoured Division at Verden, before returning to the
Regiment to command C Squadron first in Aqaba in Jordan
and then in Sabratha in Libya.
In 1956 he joined Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth, The Queen
Mother’s Household as Equerry to Her Majesty. Her Majesty
was Colonel-in-Chief of The Queen’s Bays and in those days
always had an Equerry from one of Her Regiments.
At this time long overseas tours by air were in their infancy,
and tours were arduous and difficult, moving from one Government House to another. John was a brilliant Equerry, always calm and taking every change of plan in his stride. It
was in Australia on tour that he met his future wife Henrietta
Montagu-Douglas-Scott.
He returned briefly to the Regiment in 1958 and commanded
A Squadron, but amalgamation and soldiering in peacetime
had lost its appeal and he returned to Clarence House in 1959,
being appointed Press Secretary to Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth, The Queen Mother until 1991 when he became an Extra
Equerry. He was also Press Secretary to Princess Margaret.
He was excellent with the press, who loved him. He gave the
impression of the bluff old major, but this hid a shrewd brain.
He often had a drink with the Press in a pub, but never gave
anything away. Never pompous or conceited he was a first
class courtier with no side.
In 1990 misfortune struck, he smashed a knee and this was
followed by a stroke. Life has been very cruel to him healthwise in his last years, but he battled on greatly supported by
his wife, family and friends, and he continued to get some fun
out of life for a while. The Queen Mother was fond of him and
invited him to fish each year at Birkhall, where one summer
he landed a 29lb salmon. Even in failing health he never
missed his annual stay at the Castle of Mey in October.
Throughout his life he was a first rate games player, excelling
at cricket and real tennis winning the MCC Doubles Competition in 1967/68 with M.G. Griffith. He also fished extremely
well and was a good shot. He had a good eye and a relaxed
approach.
He was always fair and straight with his men and was liked by
all who met him. He would see the vital points of any problem
and was very good at getting others to put them right! He enjoyed parties and was always full of fun.
He married in 1962 and had two sons, who are happily married and have children, of whom he was very fond. His wife,
Henrietta, died in February 2008.
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He was appointed MVO in 1967, CVO in 1974 and KCVO in
1990.
DHGR

WO1 (RSM) E Harris MBE
‘Chicko’ Harris died in June 2008, Aged
94. He joined The Queen’s Bays in
1932 and rose to become RSM during
World War II – certainly during the battle of El Alamein - until 1946. He was
not the archetypical RSM, especially of
that period, being short in stature, relatively quiet and walked at a brisk, frisky
pace. This may have been deceptive
as he was a fine boxer representing, at
welterweight, the Regiment and 2nd
Armoured Brigade. Ultimately he boxed for the Army V RAF.
Mr Harris went on to be RSM of 5 further units from 1946 to
1954 – in turn: Armoured Corps Depot, Catterick; Armoured
School Training Depot, Hohne; Fife and Forfar Yeomanry at
Cupar; 6th Armoured Divisional Headquarters at Bunde; and,
finally, City of London Yeomanry.
On retirement he worked for the Post Office until 1978, rising
to Assistant Inspector. Besides boxing his interests included
horse racing, football and fencing. He was awarded the MBE
at the end of his tenure as RSM of The Bays.
RWW

Cpl W. H. Kay, DCM
Cpl Kay died on 12th July 2009. He
served with The King’s Dragoon Guards
during World War II. During the Italian
campaign the Regiment was fighting
between Arezzo and Florence when a
troop under Sgt Beale was ordered to
recce a cross-country route as the main
roads were blocked by mines and demolitions. The troop encountered the
enemy, and advanced to their objectives and drove right in among the
enemy’s slit trenches. This boldly executed plan won the position. They counted over 30 German dead, and brought back
14 prisoners. Both Sgt Beale and Cpl Kay received the immediate award of the DCM. Cpl Kay’s remarkable citation reads:
“On 21 July 1944 at 403346, Cpl Kay was leading point of an
Armd C Patrol recceing a route to ANGHIARI (427410). On
encountering an enemy position held by four coys, he jumped
out of his Dingo (Daimler Scout Car) and stormed, single
handed, four enemy weapon pits with a bren gun. He silenced
all four, but after silencing the third his bren gun was shot out
of his hand, so he finished the fourth off with grenades. After
using all his grenades he ran back to his Dingo and seizing a
tommy gun proceeded to knock out four bazookas inflicting
many casualties on the enemy who were completely disorganised by his courageous act. Upon seeing his Troop Leader
wounded he rushed to his assistance by pulling him under
cover whilst under withering fire from the enemy. This Cpl set
a fine example of coolness and courage to the rest of his troop
and it was largely through him that the engagement was
brought to a successful conclusion.”
Amazingly Cpl Kay escaped being hit which nobody could
fathom. This action was subsequently reproduced by the
BBC as an episode in the “Into Battle” Series.
RWW

1st QDG Doc 2009__Layout 1 26/04/2010 15:57 Page 92

1st The Queen’s Dragoon Guards

92

Regimental Gazette
As at December 2009

Regimental Headquarters
Commanding Officer
Second-in-Command
Adjutant
Operations Officer
Regimental Sergeant Major

Lt Col AS Richmond OBE
Maj TD Lyle 9/12L
Capt DGO Staveley
Capt RH Charlesworth
WO1 (RSM) Jones 640

A Squadron
Squadron Leader
Second-in-Command
Squadron Sergeant Major
Squadron Quarter Master Sergeant

Capt
Capt
Lt
Lt
2Lt
SSgt
Sgt
Sgt
Sgt
Sgt
Sgt
Cpl
Cpl
Cpl
Cpl
Cpl
Cpl
Cpl
Cpl
Cpl
Cpl
Cpl
Cpl

Mildinhall
Bryson AGC(ALS)
Jackson
Ruggles-Brise
Hoenich
Walker
Annanins
Burns
Chubb
Jones 458
McDonald
Brisco
Cartwright
Coote
Davies 530
Fennel
Hughes 696
Lambie
Lewis 399
Marsh
Ruddy
Walker
Williams 091

LCpl
LCpl
LCpl
LCpl
LCpl
LCpl
LCpl
LCpl
LCpl
LCpl
LCpl
LCpl
LCpl
Tpr
Tpr
Tpr
Tpr
Tpr
Tpr
Tpr
Tpr
Cfn
Tpr

Bennet
Brown
Cole
Davies 158
Davies 183
Hamilton
Jones 081
McKnight
Morris
Navunisaravi
Roberts 089
Scott
Shultz
Ashton
Beacock
Berry
Bobo
Buckley
Butterworth
Davies 679
Douglass
Dunn
Griffiths 147

Maj AAR Halford-MacLeod
Capt CW Beaver
WO2 (SSM) Wilcox
SSgt Davies 527

Tpr
Tpr
Tpr
Tpr
Tpr
Tpr
Tpr
Cfn
Tpr
Tpr
Tpr
Tpr
Tpr
Tpr
Tpr
Tpr
Tpr
Tpr
Tpr
Tpr
Tpr
Tpr

Hale
Harrsion
Hay
Hughes 421
Jacobson
Jones 260
Joseph
McAvoy
Mitchell
Morgan 266
Mulgrew
Parry
Priddle
Purchase
Rees 617
Richards
Roberts 503
Smith 959
Speed
Stewart
Taylor
Tetteh
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B Squadron
Squadron Leader
Second-in-Command
Battle Captain
Squadron Sergeant Major
Squadron Quarter Master Sergeant

Lt
Lt
Lt
2Lt
Sgt
Sgt
Sgt
Sgt
Sgt
Sgt
Cpl
Cpl
Cpl
Cpl
Cpl
Cpl
Cpl
Cpl
Cpl
Cpl
LCpl
LCpl
LCpl
LCpl
LCpl

Garland
Russell
Sambrook
Chambers
Burns
Costello
Gallacher
John
Jones
Pay
Combrink
Dale
Davies
Hill
Lang
Maddax
Paterson
Riley
Thomas
Williams
Cleator
Cooper
Dodd
Fisher
Gallagher

LCpl
LCpl
LCpl
LCpl
LCpl
LCpl
LCpl
LCpl
LCpl
Tpr
Tpr
Tpr
Tpr
Tpr
Tpr
Tpr
Tpr
Tpr
Tpr
Tpr
Tpr
Tpr
Tpr
Tpr
Tpr

Grills
Jones
Kaikadavu
Lewis
OBrien
Schofield
Sloan
Veasey
Williams
Atkins
Campos
Canning
Cook
Cripps
Daniels
Edwards
Evans
Evans
Ford
Frost
Gabirieli
Green
Griffiths
Griffiths
Haines

Maj JW McCulloch
Capt CW Robinson
Capt J Carroll
WO2 (SSM) Pawlin-Gardner
SSgt Kimsey

Tpr
Tpr
Tpr
Tpr
Tpr
Tpr
Tpr
Cfn
Tpr
Tpr
Tpr
Cfn
Tpr
Tpr
Tpr
Tpr
Tpr
Tpr
Tpr
Tpr
Tpr
Tpr
Tpr

Halpin
Hanbury
Harrington
Hay
Humphreys
Hustwayte
Jamieson
Kilmartin
Lawa
Lloyd
Maunder
Mawbery
Morris
Petre
Price
Randall
Rees
Robinson
Ross
Scanlon
Trudgill
Wenglorz
Williams 906

C Squadron
Squadron Leader
Second-in-Command
Squadron Sergeant Major
Squadron Quarter Master Sergeant

Lt
Lt
2Lt
2Lt
SSgt
Sgt
Sgt
Sgt
Sgt
Sgt
Sgt
Sgt
Sgt
Cpl
Cpl
Cpl
Cpl
Cpl
Cpl
Cpl
Cpl
Cpl
LCpl
LCpl
LCpl
LCpl

Matthews
Renshaw
Roberts
Williams
Johnstone
Brown
Davies 119
Davies 962
Hansen
Homer
Kane
Bowden
Moffett
Blackburn
Carew
Dean
Hartt
Hinton
Hughes
Jones (RE)
Thomas 398
Green
Beal
Davies 220
Davies 284
Hatton

LCpl
LCpl
LCpl
LCpl
LCpl
LCpl
LCpl
Tpr
Tpr
Tpr
Tpr
Tpr
Tpr
Tpr
Tpr
Tpr
Cfn
Tpr
Tpr
Tpr
Tpr
Tpr
Tpr
Tpr
Tpr
Tpr

Jones 470
King
Morgan
Moseley
Shortman
Sparke
Wilkins
Armishaw
Casey
Conway
Cross
Durnall
Edge
Farrant
Finn
Hicks
Hughes 157
Hulley
Hyles
Isherwood
Jones 561
Lardner
Lewis 137
Marx
Mather
Mokuoane

Maj AMJ Boissard
Capt B Parkyn
WO2 (SSM) Dunne
SSgt Mansell

Tpr
Tpr
Cfn
Tpr
Tpr
Tpr
Tpr
Tpr
Tpr
Tpr
Tpr
Tpr
Tpr
Tpr
Tpr
Tpr
Tpr
Tpr
Tpr
Tpr
Tpr
Tpr
Tpr

Morgan
Mote
Noel
Owen
Panks
Plant
Powell
Reid
Renolds
Richins
Robinson
Savarin
Scott
Seheri
Stiens
Sudlow
Symonds
Thomas
Tukana
Welfoot
Williams 312
Williams 362
Willis
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Headquarters Squadron
Squadron Leader
Second-in-Command
Squadron Sergeant Major
Squadron Quarter Master Sergeant

Maj
Capt
Capt
Capt
Capt
Capt
Capt
Capt
Capt
Capt
Capt
WO1
WO2
WO2
WO2
WO2
WO2
WO2
WO2
WO2
SSgt
SSgt
SSgt
SSgt
SSgt
SSgt
SSgt
SSgt
SSgt
SSgt
SSgt
SSgt
SSgt
Sgt
Sgt
Sgt
Sgt
Sgt
Sgt
Sgt
Sgt
Sgt
Sgt
Sgt
Sgt
Sgt
Sgt
Sgt
Sgt
Sgt
Sgt
Sgt
Sgt
Sgt
Sgt
Sgt
Sgt
Cpl
Cpl
Cpl

Wilson
Coles
Greaney
John
Moore
Powell
Seys
Ramakrishna
Toland
Tyson
Young
Allcock
Davies 279
Hale
Herbert
Jones 9578
Lowe
Mason
Mecham
Thomas 984
Carter
Davies 973
Hawtin
Hill
Hockley
Johnson
Jones 578
Leech
Lockyer
Mansell 274
Millward
Pearman
Williams 772
Atkinson
Barber
Bell
Blades
Carew
Chapman
Davies 721
Frost
Hanson
Hoer
James 305
Jeckells
Jones 402
Kendall
McNamara
Pye
Rees
Rouse
Scott
Smith 425
Spittle
Thomas 664
Unsworth
Whitehead
Baker
Bancroft
Blackwood

Cpl
Cpl
Cpl
Cpl
Cpl
Cpl
Cpl
Cpl
Cpl
Cpl
Cpl
Cpl
Cpl
Cpl
Cpl
Cpl
Cpl
Cpl
Cpl
Cpl
Cpl
Cpl
Cpl
Cpl
Cpl
Cpl
Cpl
Cpl
LCpl
LCpl
LCpl
LCpl
LCpl
LCpl
LCpl
LCpl
LCpl
LCpl
LCpl
LCpl
LCpl
LCpl
LCpl
LCpl
LCpl
LCpl
LCpl
LCpl
LCpl
LCpl
LCpl
LCpl
LCpl
LCpl
LCpl
LCpl
LCpl
LCpl
LCpl
LCpl

Coupland
Davies 067
Farthing
Haggerty
Harris 908
Hattam
Hayward
Henwood
Hitchcock
Holmes
Huxley
Jones 646
Jurzenko
Korovulavula
Lavelle
Louisey
McGettigan
Meadows
Newell
Patchett
Rush
Seatree
Sekwele
Sharpe
Todd
Toon
Wadey
Whiteside
Assur
Bowker
Brathwaite
Buckley
Comley
Davies 109
Davies 163
Evans
Evans 201
Ewbank
Hannah
Hinton
Hitchcock
Hyett
Idzi
Jenkins 347
Jones 450
Jones 865
Lacey
Laqere
Lindsell
Mahoney
McHoul
Roberts 265
Smith 475
Staffer
Taylor
Thomas 512
Thomas 904
Tuikabara
Tuva
Wagg

Maj AJ Alford MBE
Capt I Coles
WO2 (SSM) Cunningham
SSgt Leech

LCpl
LCpl
Tpr
Tpr
Tpr
Tpr
Tpr
Pte
Pte
Tpr
Tpr
Tpr
Tpr
Tpr
Tpr
Tpr
Tpr
Tpr
Cfn
Tpr
Tpr
Cfn
Tpr
Tpr
Tpr
Tpr
Tpr
Tpr
Tpr
Tpr
Tpr
Tpr
Tpr
Tpr
Tpr
Tpr
Tpr
Tpr
Tpr
Cfn
Tpr
Pte
Tpr
Tpr
Tpr
Tpr
Pte

Waqatairew
Young
Appleby
Blackshaw
Butler
Carroll
Carty
Connerton
Darlami
Davies 453
Delana
Drew
Evans
Evans 207
Farrell
France
Gibbons
Giles
Gill
Grey
Griffiths 980
Gurung
Hanbury 591
Hine
Humphrey
Ireston
Jackson
Jones
Lewis 416
Manley
Millard
O’Halloran
Pearce
Price
Purcell
Quinn
Reilly
Roberts
Robinson 040
Saffell
Shore
Stockton
Thomas 751
Watson
Whitehead
Williams 765
Willocks
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Officers at ERE
Lt Gen
Col
Col
Col
Col
Col
Col
Lt Col
Lt Col
Lt Col
Lt Col
Lt Col
Lt Col
Lt Col
Maj
Maj
Maj
Maj
Maj
Maj
Maj
Maj
Maj
Maj
Maj
Maj
Maj
Maj
A/Maj
Capt
Capt
Capt
Capt
Capt
Capt(FTRS)
Capt
Capt
Capt
Capt
Capt

SV Mayall CB
P J Andrews OBE
DWH Norris OBE
T R Wilson OBE
GHJ Deacon
AJ Pittman
MW van Grutten
AM Roxburgh
IRM Saker
RJ Parry
HFA Sugden MC
NJ Fenton
SAB Ward
JJ de Quincey-Adams
MWLW Botsford MBE
C L Waggett
IGT Clegg
RJ Strachan
McDougall
Thomas
Duff
DCD Coombes
PLC Bond
JGE Stenhouse
H C Smith
J K Smith
AE Baker
S Farebrother MC
N Sutherland
P Corfield
D Glen
S James
A Sudlow
P Morrissey
CR Phillips
H T Lloyd
H Longmore
H Gates
B Nicholas
D Ruck Keene

DCDS(Ops), MOD
Director Strategic Direction Centre, SHAPE
COS, DRAC
Col Mission Support Branch, LWC
COS MONUC (Congo)
DACOS JF Trg PJHQ
Chief, Training and Leader Development Division, (USA)
SO1 FRES IPT,
SO1 Capability, DRAC
SO1 ISTAR DI-ICSP, Old War Office
CO London LUOTC
SO1 DS LAND BMM (Kuwait)
SO2 Army Bands Coordinator, HQ RF
SO1 OCC-X HQ UKTF, Lashkar Gha
SO2 ISTAR CD, D ISTAR HQ LF
SO2 G7 Pre-Deployment trg, LWC
SO2 G6 BOWTAT 4, BOWTAG(N)
SO2 Armd Recce, LWTC
CT & UK Ops, MOD
SO2 G7 Dev (Policy) HQ ARRC
MOD A Block
SO2 Armour DIS
SO2 Ops & Plans (TESEX), HQ BATUS,
SO2 J3 PJHQ
Special Forces Support Group, St Athan
SO2 Ops/Plan – Enabling Command, HQ ARRC
OC CLM Wing Bovington
ICSC(L)
Trg Maj RMLY
SO3 G4 HQ 12 Mech Bde
SO3 G4 HQ 20 Armd Bde
OC ART 32, Cwrt y Gollen,
SO3 G7 Trg, HQ 143 (West Midlands) Brigade
Defence Academy Shrivenham
SO3 Training Media Operations, HQ Land Command
AMA to ACGS, MOD
Team Leader 7, JCTTAT
British High Commission, Karachi
Adjt RMLY
Platoon Commander, AFC(H)

ORs at ERE
WO1
WO1
WO2
WO2
WO2
WO2
WO2
WO2
SSgt
SSgt
SSgt
SSgt
SSgt
SSgt
SSgt
SSgt
SSgt
SSgt
Sgt
Sgt
Sgt
Sgt
Sgt
Sgt

Thomas
Hudd
D’Auria
Ridding
Jones 011
Reed
Rogan
Davies
Ridding
Smith 768
Robinson
Davies
Hurford
Rollings
Millward
Jones
James
Eggleton
O’Connor
Thomas
Rees
Owen
Ceely
Cain

RSMI Weapons, ATDU
120mm Gunnery Analyst, TDT, Bovington
31 Cadet TrainingTeam, Brecon
BOWTAG(N), Catterick
SSM, Newcastle UOTC
RAC D&M Analyst, TSG, Bovington
D&M WO, D&M School, Bovington
AFV CIS School, Bovington
LERIC Analyst, HQ SOinC, Blandford
JAMES Project Team, Warminster
Gnry Instr, AFV Gunnery School, Lulworth
ART 32, Cwrt-y-Gollen
B Sqn, RMLY, Telford
ARMTAT, Sennelager
AFCO, Shrewbury
ACIO, Salisbury
W Sqn, RY, London
OPTAG, Shorncliffe
AFV CIS School, Bovington
JFACTSU, RAF Leeming
ART 32, Cwrt-y-Gollen
16 AA Bde, Colchester
29 Cadet Training Team, Cardiff
20 Cadet Training Team, Taunton
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ORs at ERE continued
Sgt
Sgt
Sgt
Sgt
Sgt
Sgt
Sgt
Sgt
Sgt
Sgt
Sgt
Sgt
Sgt
Sgt
Cpl
Cpl
Cpl
Cpl
Cpl
Cpl
Cpl
Cpl
Cpl
Cpl
Cpl
Cpl
LCpl
LCpl
LCpl
LCpl

Spittle
Thorley
Thomas
O’Connor
Atkinson
Watson
Worsley
Thurston
Packer
Mitchell
Wood
Jones 402
Freeman
Hamilton
Rhodes
Williams 980
Urch
Hinton
Sudlow 599
Davies 112
Fanneran
Lewis
Peers
Griffiths
Kupa
Hunt
Hill
Smith 308
McGhee
Powis

Army Careers Advisor, Chester
AFCO Cardiff
Army Careers Advisor, Carmarthen
Pl Sgt, Kitchener Coy, ATR(B)
PSI, RMLY, Hereford
ARMTAT, Sennelager
AFV CIS School, Bovington
2 Tp Sgt, A Sqn, ATR(W)
BSM, Lulworth
AFV Gunnery School, Lulworth
CIS Wing, RMAS, Camberley
AFCO Wrexham
16 Sig Regt. Elmpt
DISC, Chicksands
Provo Staff, Bovington
RAC Recruiting Team, Bovington
Tp Cpl, RACTR, Bovington
ART, Cwrt-y-Gollen
PTI, ATR(B)
Sect Comd, Burma Coy, AFC Harrogate
COMMEX Tp, RMAS
Pilot’s Course
ATDU, Bovington
Aden Pl, Templer Coy, ATR(B)
Driver for DCDS(Ops), MOD
Provost Staff, AFC Harrogate
Tp Cpl, RACTR, Bovington
Staff Car Driver, Croyden
Provost Staff, AFC Harrogate

Marriages

Births
WO2 and Mrs Meacham
Cfn and Mrs Mawbey
Sgt and Mrs McNamara
WO2 and Mrs Jones 9578
Tpr and Mrs Williams 765
Sgt and Mrs Owen
Tpr and Mrs Quinn
LCpl and Mrs Davies 163
Cpl and Mrs Hughes 282
LCpl and Mrs Moseley
Tpr and Mrs Delana
Cpl and Mr Rush-O’Neil
LCpl Buckley
LCpl and Mrs Jones 450
Sgt and Mrs Gallacher
Capt and Mrs Nicholas
LCpl and Mrs Grills
Cpl and Mrs Wadey
LCpl and Mrs Smith
SSgt and Mrs Johnstone

a girl
a boy
a boy
a girl
a boy
a girl
a boy
a boy
a boy
a boy
a girl
a boy
a boy
a girl
a girl
a girl
a boy
a boy
a girl
a boy

Mia
Noah
Flynn
Abigail
Max
Cameron
Logan
Scott
Ellis
Harrison
Waisea
Sean
Alfie
Amy
Maisy
Georgianna
Riley
Charlie
Jezel
Henry

8 Jan
11 Jan
5 Feb
11 Mar
18 Mar 09
21 Mar
5 Apr 09
9 Apr
6 Apr
19 May
7 May
5 May
5 Jun
27 Aug
25 Jul
2 Jul
9 Sep
30 Aug
3 Nov
18 Dec

Cpl Cartwright to Tanya
Capt Nicholas to Ali
Tpr Campos to Ana
Tpr Pearce to Sarah
Maj Stenhouse to Lucy
Tpr Berry to Zoe
Tpr Fisher to Sarah
Tpr Hanbury to Carina
SSgt Hockley to Rachael
LCpl Gallagher to Diane
Cfn McAvoy to Chelly
Tpr Blackshaw to Carina Ann
LCpl Grills to Ashley
Tpr Rees 404 to Sarah
Tpr Hay to Michaela
Tpr Richards to Emma
Maj Boissard to Louise
Tpr O’Halloran to Katherine
Tpr Scott to Sadie
Capt Parkyn to Annabel
Tpr Trudgill to Laura
Tpr Whitehead to Amy

on 16 Jan
on 6 Feb
on 10 Feb
on 1 Mar
0n 14 Mar
on 17 Apr
on 16 May
on 30 May
on 1 Jun
on 19 Jun
on 19 Jun
on 24 Jun
on 11 Jul
on 19 Jul
on 1 Aug
on 1 Aug
on 8 Aug
on 8 Aug
on 15 Aug
on 29 Aug
on 12 Sep
on 14 Nov

